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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBIECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this little paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13—, | till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God, unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulpess of Christ: that we be no longer
children .

It is not ccnnected with any ‘Movement’,
* Organization ’, * Mission’ or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ”. Its
gomg forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into a growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its * attainment ’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet 1o be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
* subscription °, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
*A Witness and A Testimony”, 13, Honor Oak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S. E. 23, England, All
cheques should be made payable to  Witness and
Testimony Ajfc’, The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

* Personal *  letters should be addressed tw
Mr. T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.
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EDITORIAL

WHEN WE CANNOT SEE THE WAY
“ Thy way was in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters ” (Psalm Ixxvii. 19).

You will notice that the above words are taken from one of the eleven Psalms bearing the name
of Asaph. You will also know that “ Asaph the seer ™ (II Chron. xxix. 30) was one of David’s leaders
of music ; he was both choir-master and composer of words and music as well, But in this Psalm we
meet the choir-master in doleful mood. He has lost his song and his music.

Asaph is deeply and heavily depressed ; he is having a bad time. As he looks out on the situation
(whatever it was), and contemplates his predicament, he goes deeper and deeper into the Slough of
Despond, and begins to ask questions about God Himself—His mercy, His faithfulness, His kind-
ness. The lights are all out along that street, and there is—apparently—no way out.

But, as is always the case with a true servant or child of God, there comes a point at which a
reaction sets in.

The Sun will be found shining again and the song will return ; but. as in the natural, so in the
spiritual, the new day is first heralded by faint streaks of dawn, declaring that the turning-point be-
tween night and day has been reached. Verse 10 seems to be that point of crisis: “ I satd, This is my
infirmity ”. * This is really not the Lord. This is not the beginning and the end of the story. This is
myself! T am making God after my own miserable image. 1 am redacing God to my own tempera-
mental complexion.” We, too, may do that sort of thing, and indeed we often do. It may be very real.
But, however real, we must always take account of our * infirmity ”, our constitutional or tempera-
mental or dispositional limitation,

But even before that lifting of the eyes from the earth to a larger horizon, Asaph had taken a step
toward the sunrise. “ 1 call to remembrance my song in the night ” (v. 6). By that, he did not mean
that he would call to mind the fact that he had been more cheerful in the past, and would remember
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that he had sung even in the night. It was not just the fact that he had sung: it was what he had
sung. There was a night—either literal or spiritual—when, his eyes being held waking (v. 4), he
had composed a song for the choir, What was the song about?

Well, what is all the trouble about? The focal point of, and the key to, the whole situation was
this matter of a *“ way ™ (vv. 13, 19). No Way !

Asaph was saying, ‘ In my song in the night I portrayed Israel’s dilemma and predicament at the
Red Sea. Behind them the pursuing army of Pharaoh. On either side desert and mountains. Before
them the deep and dark waters of the sea straddling their path. There was no way! The question
was: * Where can God place His feet? There is no way, even for God.” * Thy footsteps were not
known ™ (v, 19).

‘Then’, says the leader of song, ‘I said that, sea or desert or mountains notwithstanding, God
knows no embarrassment ; He has to make no detours: He goes straight on and through, and the
sea is as if it were not.” “ Thy way was in the sea, and thy paths in the great waters.” The Israelites
knew no way for His feet, but He knew! The song that Asaph had once composed for others, now
became the way of deliverance for the singer-poet himself. How often our ‘ doubting castles’ have
to be broken out of by applying to ourselves lessong that we have passed on to others—by believing
our own beliefs! To call to remembrance—" I will remember "—may be the first streak of light for
a new day.

How often has this same issue of a ‘ way’ arisen in the history of God’s people, God’s servants,
and God’s work! And Heaven—only Heaven—has had the answer. A prophet was confronted with
such a sitvation, and his servant cried: * Alas, my master, how shall we do?” (II Kings vi. 15). But
Heaven had the answer. So it was with a king—Hezekiah—when a mighty host compassed the city
and cut off every way. Heaven had the answer! (II Chron, xxxii. 21, 22).

We are told that, just before the Church goes out, the nations will have no way out. In Luke xxi.
25, the Lord Jesus speaks of nations being “in perplexity . The most literal meaning of the word is
* without passage’, ‘having no way through’. How appropriate are those words to our time! But
then the Lord said: “ When these things begin to come to pass, look up . . . your redemption draw-
eth nigh "—i.e., * your way out is near ’.

It may be the sea of tribulation in the nations ; it may be mighty waters of testing for the Church ;
but—

)

“Thy wAY was in the sea, and thy PATHS in the great waters”.

EDITOR
SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP
“When . . , by the exercise of tact and sympathy, by prayer, spiritual power and sound wisdom,
one Christian worker is able to influence and enlighten another, so that the latter . . . is led to alter

one course and adopt another, that is true spiritual leadership.”

“The faculty of keeping an open mind until all the facts and circumstances bearing upon a
question have been ascertained is by no means common, and yet for the right guidance and manage-
ment of complex affairs, it is obviously essential.”

“. . . the practical point is . . . really men and women of prayer, deeply distrustful of their own
judgment and impulses, only forming opinions and expressing them as taught and guided by the Holy
Spirit. We come back to the holy and fundamental truth that it is the spiritual that is the practical,”

Extracts from The Life of D. E. Hoste. (C.1LM.)
2
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He 1s still as concerned to have us now as He
was then. I trust that that statement will not be
misunderstood.

There is a wonderful picture of this in the Old
Testament, in that Temple that Sclomon built—
perhaps the most magnificent structure that had
ever been built up to his time. The predominant
feature of that Temple was gold: everything was
overlaid with gold : there was pure gold everywhere
—egold, gold, over cverything. It symbolizes the
obtaining by the Lord. at last, of something that He
had set His heant upon. At last the Lord has got
that toward which He has been all the time working
with His people: a place in which He can dwell.
Now gold is always a figure of the Divine love ; and
so everywhere His dwelling-place is simply covered
and smothered with gold. He has got what He
wanted, and it is to Him exceedingly precious ; and
s0 He writes that preciousness everywhere, lavishly.
Oh, the lavishness of that gold in the days of
Solomon! It is just a picture of God’s love for and
in something long desired, when He has come into
possession of it. No, His love does not change after
He has come into possession. It is still the same.

THE INFINITE IMPORTANCE TO HIM
OF THE CHURCH

So we are led to the next thing: the infinite
importance attached by the Lord to His Church.
The word ‘ Church ’ is only another title for that
which is elsewhere referred to as His Temple, His
Wife, His Bride. They are all in reality the same
thing, and they all eniphasize the infinite import-
ance of the Church in the eyes of the Lord. There
are many people, I fear, who think that * Church’
is ‘teaching’, It is what they call * Church teach-
ing *. There is nothing that makes me shudder more
than o hear people use that phrase, ‘ Church teach-
ing’! I have even heard people speak about ‘the
Church teaching of Honor Oak — Church teach-
ing*! The Lord pity us, the Lord save us! The
Church is not a truth, it is not a teaching, it is not
an idea, The Church is a Gethsemane-—-the Church
is a bloody sweat. The Church is a Golgotha—the
Church is the cry of a broken heart from the Cross,
the pouring out of His soul unto death, The Church
is the great sob of God in this universe.

1 am unot exaggerating ; that is not just words, |
could take you to the prophets, and show you from
them that ail that is true. Ch, go back to some of
those prophets and hear them! Do youn not hear
the sob of God as they speak? “ O Ephraim . . .
O Judah . . . How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?”
(Hos, vi, 4, xi. 8). God 1s broken-hearted, just
broken-hearted ; and that brokeo heart is reflected

B
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mn the words of the prophets, as they cry and weep
over the Lord’s people, as an unfaithful bride, a
wayward daughter, a prodigal son, a family repudi-
ating the best of fathers. Do not talk about * Church
truth ’, * Church teaching *—oh, no, “ Christ loved
the church, and gave himself for it ”. “ I am jealous
for Zion ”—that is only a title for the Church—
* with great jealousy . ., . with great wrath .

He loved the Church—there is an infinite import-
ance to Him in His Church. Again I say, I cannot
explain it ; but there is the truth. Oh, that you and
1 might see through the truth and the doctrine and
the tcaching, to the reality, might see that this is
the thing involved in that ruptured heart, in that
agonized cry, in that sweating as it were great drops
of blood. 1t is the Church that is involved. That is
not a ‘ thing ’, not a ‘ theory ’, not a ‘ line of truth .
It is something tremendous.

THE INFINITE MOTIVE FOR
OUR RESPONSE

What, then, does it lead to? Surely it leads,
finally, to the infinite motive for our response to the
Lord. To a first response, yes, for any who have
never yet responded to Him: there is an infinite
motive for your responding to Him—no less a
motive than all this that we have seen. But then,
there is the infinite motive for our owrl response—
His own people’s response to Him ori all matters.
Why should I settle any controversy with the Lord,
why should 1 set aside my own personal interests,
why should I do this and that? Why . .. ? In the
light of all this, why not? ! Is there anything that
can really be set against this? For going on with
the Lord, for responding, being obedient, giving
Him everything, we have an infinite motive,

And this is the infinite motive for service. Why
should we give Him our life in service? Just for this
reason. In the first days of the Moravian Brethren,
when everything was so pure, so true, the Lord
used them marvellously over this world. It was a
wonderful thing that happened. At the Edinburgh
Conference in 1910, John R. Moit said that, if the
whole Christian Church had proceeded on the lines
of the Moravian Brethren, the entire world would
have been evangelized long ago. They had one
missionary for every ten members of their fellow-
ship. Yes, it was a wonderful story of sacrifice, of
suffering, of giving themselves. What was the
secret? They had a motto, which was written on
everything and which they took with them wherever
they went, It was this: ‘ To win for the Lamb that
was slain the reward of His suffering.” That is the
infinite motive—the reward of His suffering for the
Lamb that was slain.
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WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT IS

The Holy Spirit Himself is a Person, just as
truly a Person as are the Father and the Son. The
Lord Jesus did not refer to the Holy Spirit as * it .
Although the word for ‘spirit’ in the Greek is
neuter, the Apostle John always reports the Lord
Jesus as speaking of the Holy Spirit as “ He ”, in an
emphatic way: “ He, when he is come . . .7; “when
he, the Spirit of trath, is come . . .” (John xvi. &,
13). Now you may feel that this matter does not
require such emphasis, that it is accepted and
recognised by most evangelical Christians. But we
can get into difficulty if we are not careful—if we
put more upon the characteristics than upon the
Person Himseli. In the Person of the Holy Spirit
we are reckoning with God Almighty. We may ask
for spiritual sense, consciousness, light, wisdom,
power, influence, but we must always keep in mind
that what we are really seeking is this Divine Per-
son Himself, who with the Father and the Son is
one God, It is God present; it is as truly God
present Bimself in Person, as ever Jesus Himself
was God present in Person.

If yon go through the book of the Acts, you will
see that neither in the Church nor outside of the
Church were people having to do with some ab-
stract thing—they were having to do with a present,
living Person. To Amnanias and Sapphira, Peter
said: “ Why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit?” (Acts v.2). You do not lie to an
abstraction. It was like that in every connection :
people were dealing with a living present Person—
God Himself. When the Apostle spoke about
strangers coming in to the assembly, and giving
expression to their feelings, he did not say: ‘ They
will say that there is some powerful inflnence here !
I am conscious of a strange atmosphere here!” He
said : ‘ They will say—Gead is in the midst of you?!’
(I Cor. xiv.25). *They will telate everything to
God, and will say—Tt is God that I meet here!” It
is a very important thing that the registration
should be of none other than of God Himsel. If
that is true, there are far-reaching implications.
The Holy Spirit is not an *it” ; He is a Person.

WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT
DID NOT COME TO DG

The Holy Spirit did #ot come to start a new
religion. Let it be very carefully noted that Christ-
ianity was not a new religion. It was not something
set up over against, or alongside of, other religions,
s0 as to become a subject for the academic dis-
cipline of ¢ Comparative Religions’. It was quite
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a long time before scme of the leading apostles
themselves realised the implications of their new
position. They did not at once come to the con-
clusion that their Jewish religion, as such, was
finished, and now they were in the ‘ Christian’
religion. There was no such dividing line in their
consciousness. The implication of their new posi-
tion did not immediately dawn on them ; it did not
become clear-cut in a moment ; they grew into it
gradually. They found themselves nioving in spirit
in a certain direction—gradually moving away
from something, feeling themselves to be more and
more ‘ out of it -—out of something that they had
been in—and more and more involved in some-
thing altogether other: but what this ‘ something’
was, was not at first clear to them.

Think of Peter and the house of Cornelius, Peter
was not at all clear as to the implications of this
strange departure, this innovation of God. If
Peter had had the idea that Judaism was now
wound up and finished, and that Christianity had
now come in to take its place, there would have
been none of that battle in his heart over the Gen-
tiles at all. In Jerusalem there were others, lead-
ing Apostles and elders, who took a very long
time, 1f indeed they ever managed, o get quite
clear on this matter. The Holy Spirit did not come
to set up a new religion, called the * Christian’
religion. It is very important for us to recognise
that,

The Holy Spirit did not come to launch a new
‘movement ’ in this world. If that had been His
object, then we should have found in this book
records of committees, consultative and executive,
being set up, and plans being laid for the evangel-
ization of the world, with all its attendant machin-
ery and organization. But the impressive thing
about this whole book is that you never find any-
thing like that as the basis upon which the work
was initiated. No thought-out campaigns existed.
The Apostles and their brethren were so often
taken by surprise ; they were compelled to do
things that they had never thought of doing, nor
ever tntended to do ; they found themselves alto-
gether beyond their depth, Many things that they
had plarmed never tcok place, or were set aside.
No, 1t was not a new ‘ movement —not a * Move-
ment” at all (spelt with a capital * M "}—that the
Holy Spirit came (o inangurate.

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit did not come to
inculcate a new °teaching’. We need to be well
informed nnd instructed on this matter. There is
no ground whatever for asserting, there is nothing
in the whole story upon which to rest an affirma-
tion, that the Apostles went out into the world
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with * the teaching of Jesus’, It may surprise you,
even startle you, to hear that said. But there is
absolutely nothing to warrant the notion that these
men went out to spread ‘ the teaching of Jesus —
as though to say, * Whatever Confucius may teach;
whatever Buddha may teach ; whatever the other
great religious: teachers or leaders or founders may
teach, rhis is the “ teaching ™ of Jesus.” That was
not their idea at all, ard that was not the Holy
Spirit’s idea. They were not in any way propagat-
ing a ‘system of doctrine’,

Our New Testament °teaching’® was made
necessary Dy what was ‘happening’. All the
things “happened’ before the explanation was
given—the teaching came after the event. Things
happened, and then explanations followed. [t was
not: Now, this is the ¢ teaching *—now go and put
it into practice, constitute everything according to
it ; here is the teaching—therefore have everything
conformed to ‘it °, That would be the wrong way
round. You do not get a New Testament church
like that; you do not get a moving of the Holy
Spirit like that. The Holy Spirit took things into
His own hands, launched the Church right out into
the deep. and landed it far beyond its own under-
standing and comprehension ; and it was not uniil
afterward that He raised up anointed or endowed
men to teach the believers the meaning of their
experiences, of what had happened to them. We
have got to get things round the right way, Would
that we could get back there—where the Holy
Spirit does something, and we do not understand
what He is doing, or what He means ; and then we
go to the Word and find—* This is that . , .”!
(Acts ii. 16). This is the explanation—here in the
Word of God!

Lastly, the Holy Spirit never came to make some
*thing’, called *the Church’ 1t is true that the
Church was born on the Day of Pentecost. But
here we need to get our ideas a littde clearer, a
little straightened out. Our mentality in relation to
that word ‘ church’ may be a bit confused. We
may have an ‘object’ in view in our minds—a
‘thing* called the church, or going by that name,
among many others. But the Holy Spirit did not
come to make a new ‘ thing’ by the name of * the
church’.

WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME TO DO

- Now, if the Holy Spirit did not come for any of
these things, what did He come for?
The Holy Spirit came to reproduce Jesus Christ
in the lives of men and women. The Church is that
or it-is nothing ; the teaching relates to that, or it
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has no meaning. Any movement of the Spirit is in
that direction, or we have entirely minunderstood.
He came to reproduce the Lord Jesus in the lives
of men and women! Everything has to be tested
by that, All our activities and efforts and energies
and cxpenditure ; all our sacrifice and machinery,
our movements and our teaching: everything that
has become a part of ° Christianity’ has to be
tested by one rule: Is it resulting in the reproduc-
tion of Jesus Christ in the lives of men and women,
so that it is demonstrated from heaven that Jesus
is as truly here in this world now as ever He was
in history? He should, indeed, be present here, not
only as powerfully as then, but even more so,
because He spoke of Himself as being limited until
the Spirit came. He should be present, not only in
works such as He did then, but, according to His
own words, in “ greater works than these ™ that
believers should do, “ because I go to the Father
(John xiv.12: ¢f. wv.16-18; ch. xvi.7-15
Luke xii. 50).

That is how it was in those first thirty years ;
that was the thing that men everywhere realised.
The presence of Christ was the great impress.
“They took knowledge of them, that they had
been with Jesus ™ (Acts iv. 13}. That was why the
believers were called ‘Christ-ians™—* Christ-ones !
It was the only way of explaining, It is Christ! The
Holy Spirit came for that, And if there is to be any
continuation or repetition of those experiences, it
will only be—it will onfy be—mnot merely through
a belief in Jesus Christ, His Deity, His sinlessness,
His atonement, as doctrines, but as by the Holy
Spirit He is livingly present in us. In those early
days it was just that: that, by the Holy Spirit,
Christ was present in these believers in a mighty
way. When you think or speak of being ‘filled
with the Spirit’, what do you mean? What do we
really mean by that expression? Well, what the
New Testament means by being °filled with the
Spirit* is simply being filled with the Lord Jesus.

I will stop there for the moment. But we are
now getting near to the meaning of the Holy Spirit:
this 1s just the point where we move over into the
real significance of Pentecost. It is, so to speak,
the bringing of Christ back again, in a new mighty
advent; not externally, this time, but inwardly.
And T repeat that everything has to be judged
according to that, Yes: when He has His place,
the place that He ought 1o have, the measure that
He ought to have, in His people, things will hap-
pen ; they will happen as spontaneously and might-
ily as they did then. It is all resolved into the
matter of Jesus being glorified!

"T. A-S.
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involve a tremendous crisis ; we may make a great
fuss about it. Suppose the Lord requires the giving
up of a friendship that is not helpful: how often
do people rcfuse, and argue that it must be all
right. So, the Holy Spirit does not go on any
further, and that Jife is bogged down. How then are
we going to get through? Only by coming to the
altar, and saying, * Lord, even if it kills me, | am
finished with this.” When that happens, something
is released, and the Spirit has His way. Whether 1t
is a small thing or a great thing, it will be only as
the altar is continually applied in our lives that the
Holy Spirit will have His way. The altar is not only
one great crisis, it is a continual process in our
lives ; it is continually clearing the ground for God.
Paul says: “1 die daily ” (I Cor. xv. 31); and,
whatever else that means, it means a crucified life.
It 1s where the Cross is a reality that the Holy Spirit
is a reality ; it is anly where the Cross is working
that the Holy Spirit will really be working,

You know, this explains many of those false ex-
periences, that are sometimes called ° experiences
of the Holy Spirit’. There are people who know
nothing of the Cross, who get a kind of spurious
‘ blessing . They may even have the experience of
some power taking hold of them, and making them
do things. But the end is going to be a tragedy, a
crash, because the thing ig false, It is only where
the Cross has dealt with self-hood, in its pride and
ambition and desire for something for itself, that
the Holy Spirit begins quietly and steadily to take
fuller possession of the life, until the fulfilment of
that word is reached: ““ As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God ” (Rom. viii.
14} ; and that is a Spirit-governed life.

But there will never be a Spirit-governed life un-
less there is first a crucified life, How are we to
make a way for Christ to be glorified in us by the
Spirit? We have to face the crisis of the Cross. We
must each one of us come there, and say: ‘ Lord,
all that f am must go.” This 1s a big thing. Even my
pride of Christian knowledge and grasp of Christ-
1an truth must go. So many of God’s children are
keenly interested in spiritual things, if we may put
it that way. They are always thrilled about the
latest thing they have read, and full of questions
about it. They know all the language about the
Cross, and much else: and yet all the time it is
mere talk. When things are real, you know, you do
not talk much about it: you have just got it. * Let
every man be swift to hear, slow to speak ” (Jas. i.
19). Do not let us trade in holy things ; do not let
us be glib in the decp things of God. The Cross
must deal with our Christianity and our Christian
mentalities, until it is not Christianity nor our
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Christian ideas, but Christ. And Christ is a Man—
a Person—full of grace and truth. We ought to
meet grace and truth in one another: and truth is
not just Bible doctrine—truth is reality, truth is the
real measure of Christ in us. When the Lord turns
the light on, how ashamed we are of ourselves! We
just become aware of how much of it is theory. As
we recognise this, and say, ‘ Lord, I do not want
any more of this unreal self ; 1 want everything to
be really of Christ’, the Holy Spirit will work by
the Cross, and will begin to show us how it can be
real.

(I1) GOD’S COMMITTAL TO
THE CHURCH

God commits Himself, thirdly, to the Church.
We all love that Psalm about * brethren dwelling
together in unity '—Psalm cxxxiii: “ Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity!” Yes, but what is it like? “ It is
like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard ; that came
down upon the skirt of his garments ™. As you look
at that picture, you see one great Man, one glorious
High Priest, and upon Him, without measure, the
anoiunting. And then, because that anointing is on
the Head, it is flowing down to the uttermost hem
of His garments: it is as though every part of His
Body, every remotest member, comes into the
value of the anointing of the Head, We read in the
Acts that, when the disciples were “ all together in
one place . . . suddenly . . . they were ai filled with
the Holy Spirit ” (ii. 1, 2, 4). Tt was not a question
of ‘T was filled’, but of ‘ we were filled”; every-
body forgot themselves, It was not a personal bless-
ing ; it was a corporate baptism.

This is, indeed, the only correct place in which
we can use the word ‘ baptism * of the Holy Spirit.
The only * baptism of the Holy Spirit * in the New
Testament is that which took place on the Day of
Pentecost, because that was the day when there was
a plunging, a baptizing, of those who were the
Lord"s into this new life in the Spirit. Of course,
the Scriptures are very clear on this. Paul says:
* In one Spirit were we all baptized into one body ”
(I Cor. xii. 13). Peter also, speaking of his experi-
ence at the house of Cornelius, said: “ As T began
10 speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, even as on
us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of
the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized
with water ;: but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost ” (Acts xi. 15, 16). There was this one great
plunging of the Church into this realm of the
Spirit. After that, every believer, on being joined 1o
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Christ, becomes a partaker of the Holy Spirit, * We
. . . were all made to drink of one Spirit ™ (I Cor.
xii. 13}, We come into our share of the Church’s
immersion in the Spirit. So that is the only correct
and true way of using that expression.

There are other words also. We read, for
instance, of being “ filled with the Spirit ” (Eph. v.
18). Now that is very important ; it is not the same
word. We will come back to it in a moment, But
our immediate point is this—that God commits
Himself to the Church. “ He is the head of the
body, the church . . . that in all things he might
have the pre-eminence” (Col. i. 18). Because the
Holy Spirit, the anointing, is upon Christ as Head,
and because we are in Him, we are all partakers of
the same Spirit, we are all in the same anointing.
But perhaps you are thinking, ‘ Then what about
my personal experience?” God has for us, as indi-
viduals, om' share in the great anointing that is
upon the Head, and for every member his own
function in the Body, in virtue of that anointing ;
that is all. Every one has. by the Spirit, that which
God intends for them,

And note—it is not necessarily what they would
like. He sets the members in the Body as it pleases
Him (I Cor. xii. 18). It is only safe for Him to com-
mit Himself in the matter of our own personal
function and usefulness in the Body, when our self-
interest has gone ; when we no longer want to have
some wonderful gift, but just to be what He wants.
Are we prepared even to be nothing? Of course, if
the Lord has you, you will not be nothing, in the
sense of being a useless cipher: you will be nothing
in yourself, but there will be something of the Lord
that is a blessing to everybody. You may only be a
‘help * (I Cor. xii. 28), but a ‘ help’ can be a great
thing. You may only have a * word of wisdom ” (xi1.
8), but it is great to have someone who lives so
close to the Lord that they say just the thing that
you need. It is net some great preacher, but some-
one quite ordinary : just one of the saints—possibly
a young person,

How wonderful! the Lord really bas something
of Himself for each one of us. | believe that He
wants us to stop straining after ‘ the blessing’, or
whatever it is we are worrying about ot trying to
get, and to say: ‘Lord, | am in the Body, and 1
trust You to make me what You want.” Then He
will say: * That is all [ want. You have the Spirit.’

GOVERNED AND FILLED BY THE SPIRIT

We close with a twofold emphasis. We have
already touched upon the fact of the Spirit’s in-

{concluded)
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dwelling. Now, are you sure that you have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in you? 1f you have been uncertain
about that, and somebody has tried to make you
claim Luke xi. 13, for instance, will you go to the
Lord now and say: * Lord, T am glad that the Holy
Spirit is in me because 1 am Yours'. And if you
have a doubt about it, because you are not sure
that you are really born again, will you teil the
Lord Jesus that you trust Him now to give you His
Spirit, that you may be a real child of God: that
you do believe on Him and receive Him into your
life, and thereby, His Spirit. * The free gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord  (Rom. vi.
23). But if you are a believer, then thank Him that
you have His Spirit.

The fact of the Spirit’s indwelling leads on to me
need for the Spirit’s government: that is, for a life,
first of all, of absolute committal to the Lord for
His will. When, by faith, we take the position of full
committal to the Lordship of Christ, the Holy
Spirit will begin to do things in our lives and in our
circumstances that will raise practical issues of
obedience. So, the Spirit’s government will be—not
wonderful leadings and feelings and guidance—but
the very practical matiers of faith and obedience.
Then, the Word of God will begin to be very prac-
tical with us, and not just something indefinite, If
we want to know what God wants, we shall have to
live by His Word: not just by looking for isolated
bits of informalion, but by committing ourselves to
a life which is in accord with its principles and
laws. As we live close to the Lord, the Spirit will
begin to show His government in our lives, He will
place us, and fit us into His plan, as we rrdst Him.

Then, because the Holy Spirit is here that we
“may be filled unto all the fulness of God ”, His
word is: “ Be Hilled with the Spirit ", or * Be filled
in spirit” (Eph. iii, 19 v. 18). That means that we
are to be committed to the Holy Spirit to fill every
part of our being, and that we must draw contin-
ually—not just once but continually—upon the life
of God.

Let us, then, respond to the fact that the Holy
Spirit has been given. Let us come to the Cross, and
there let go all the struggle of self, as well as the
sinfulness of self ; let us trust Him to put ‘ us * out
of the way, so that Christ may be all ; and then let
us trust Him to take charge, to guide us into an
ever-increasing knowledge of Christ, and to bring
forth His fruit in our lives. We can never separate
the Spirit from Christ ; for, when the Spirit is come,
ge always seeks, in us and through us, to glorify

hrist,

C.1.B. H.
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new term, and of a new year. Make sure that Jesus
Christ the Saviour is the foundation of your life,

JANUARY —FEBRUARY, 1958

for only so can you be saved from disappointment
and sure of success. H.F.

THE ALPHA AND THE OMEGA

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord
God, which is and which was and which is to come,
the Almighty " (Revelation i. 8).

“ And he said unto me . . | I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end” (xxi. 0).

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end ” (xxii. 13),

ONE' of the titles which the Lord takes to Him-
self in resurrection is: “the Alpha and the Omega™.
The Lord Jesus here presents Himself as “ the
Living one , who was dead, and is alive again—
alive for evermore (i. 18), Those two letters, Alpha
and Omega, are, as we know, the first and the last
letters of the Greek alphabet. The one is the same
in form as the first letter in our own alphabet ; the
other is unlike any of our letters, Alpha and Omega
—First and Last, In every alphabet there is some-
thing which corresponds to an “A’ and a “Z”’, an
Alpha and an Omega, a beginning and an end. It
does not matter how complicated the alphabet may
be. or if it only contains a poor twenty-six letters
as in English: everything is bounded by the ‘A’
and the “ 7, the Alpha and the Omega. You can-
not get anything outside of that ; all is within that.
The Alpha and the Omega comprehend all speech ;
there is no speech possible in any language outside
of what comes between those two letters. All that
can be said has to come between their compass ;
outside of their compass nothing can be said.

NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOD OUTSIDE OF
CHRIST

Now Jesus says that of Himself: “7 am the
Alpha and the Omega . The Word of God tells us
that Christ is the fulness of God, and that God will
sum up alt things in Him. What is more, it shows
us that God will never speak to anybody outside of
His Son, Jesus Christ. He has bounded all His
speech to man by His Son ; He has made Christ the
compasg of all ; He has nothing to say, and He will
say nothing, outside of His Son. “ No one cometh
unto the Father, but by me ”, said the Son (John
xiv. 6). “ And no one knoweth the Son, save the
Father ; neither 'doth any know the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to
reveal him ” (Matt. xi. 27), The apostle who wrote
the Letter to the Hebrews began by saying: ‘ In old
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times, God spoke in fragments and in parts and in
various manners, by different men and at different
times ; but at the last He summed up all that He
had to say in His Son. In the end, He has spoken
te us in His Son, whom He has appointed Heir of
all things.” All that God will say, and all that God
can say, to us, will be in Jesus Christ.

“ 1 am the Alpha ”. The very first syllable of the
knowledge of God is the knowledge of Jesus Christ,
It begins with A ; it is the first lisp of a babe. “ God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into onr hearts, cry-
ing, Abba, Father ” (Gal. iv. 6}). The first syllable
of the Christian life begins with * A'— Father ",
We do not know the Father until we know Jesus
Christ: He it is who has revealed the Father. The
beginning of all knowledge of God as Father comes
to us through Jesus Christ. Whai He said in His
prayer was indeed true: ‘I have manifested unto
them Thy name’ (John xvii. 6)—and that name
was ° Father ’. Do you want to know God? do you
want to know Him #s Father? Do you want to
know what He has to say to you, to make known
to you? Do you want to know all or any of the
vast wealth God would reveal to you? You can
only know it in Jesus Christ ; you can only know it
in Him who is the beginning and the end, the Alpha
and the Omega. There is no knowledge without
words made up of letters {except perhaps for our
Chinese friends!), and all the letters are between
these two. There is no knowledge that is knowledge
indeed, knowledge that is life eternal, except in
Jesus Christ, “ This is life eternal, that they should
know thee the only true God, and him whom thou
didst send . . . Jesus Christ™ (John xvii. 3). There
is no knowledge outside of Jesus Christ.

And there is no communication from God out-
side of Jesus Christ. Set Jesus Christ aside, and
God is silent—He has nothiing to say to you. If you
fail to give His Son His place, God is just dumb ;
He will communicate nothing. The more you
hononr the Son, the more the Father will come out
to you and communicate with you,

ALL NEED COMPREHENDED IN CHRIST

Secondly, Alpha and Omega not oaly compre-
hend atl speech—they comprehend all need, You
do not want anything outside of * A" and ‘*Z"; you
do not need to create any new letters ; it is all there.
It does not matter what big words you use—and
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there are some big words these days!—it does not .

matter how big the words, how long the sentences,
or how great the utierances: you can meet the need
of the biggest word, the longest sentence and the
fullest utterance between Alpha and Omega. For
all these big new words, you have no need Lo create
new letters: all that you need are here.

We are told by the Apostle Pauvl that ** in him "
that is, in Christ—" dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead ” (Col. 1i. 9): “ all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge™ (ii. 3). “It was the good
pleasure of the Father that in him should all the
fulness dwell ™ (i. 19). We are very fond of that
word of Paul’s to the Philippians: “ My God shall
fulfil every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus™ (Phil. iv. 19). Every nced
supplied on the scale of His riches in glory—can
we fathom this, can we compass this?—but every
need met according to that in Christ Jesus. In Him
is all we need ; He is Alpha and Omega. When
Jesus says: ‘1 am Alpha and Omega’, He is say-
ing: ‘1 am all you need. You never can have a
need, you never can invent or imagine anything for
which I am not sufficient. No situation can arise
that exhausts Me: in Me all the fuiness dwells. I
am Alpha and Omega.’

CHRIST: AGENT, PATTERN, AND GOAL
OF CREATION

Christ is the first and the last in creation, so says
the Word. In that Letter to the Colossians, to
which we have just referred, the Apostle tells us
clearly and precisely that “ in him were all things
created ”, and that “he is before all things” (i
16, 19). The Apostle John, at the beginning of his
Gospel, tells us the same thing, that “ail things
were made through him ™ (i. 3). He is the beginning
in creation. In the Letter to the Hebrews, we are
told that the ages were made through Hmm, they
came into being through Him (i, 2). In this book of
the Revelation, we read: “ These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning
of the creation of God . . .” (ili. 14). He is the
Alpha and Omega in creation; here He is the
Alpha, the very Agent and Instrument of creation.

He was creation’s design, for all things were
made to be a temporal and material expression of
spiritual and moral realities in the Son of God. If
we had eyes and understanding to see the deeper
secrets of an unfallen creation, a vast universe from
the hand of God, we should see, in everything,
something that speaks of the Scn of God—His
spiritual, His moral character, and His supreme

place in the whole systera of God. He is the pattern
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of creation: “ of him, and through him, and unto
him, are all things ” (Rom, xi. 36); and He is de-
clared to be the completion, the finish, of the crea-
tion of God. He is the Alpha and the Omega.

CHRIST: FIRST AND LAST IN
REDEMFTION

All this is by way of setting the Lord Jesus in
His rigldful place in God’s universe. But we may
feel that it is not very helpful to us, What comes
nearer to us is this: that He is the Alpba and the
Omega in 1edemption. He is the First and the Last
in redemption. In that Letter to the Hebrews again,
we have this familiar word: *“ Looking unto Jesus
the author and perfecter of our faith ™ (xii, 2). He
is, then, the beginning and the end, the Alphe and
the Omega, of redemption.

Christ is, of course, the beginning of redemption
in this simple semse, that there is no redemption
until we come to Him. Just as there is no speech,
ne communication, no knowledge until we come to
the alphabet, so there is no redemption until we
come to the Lord Jesus. There is just nothing
before © A’ ; there is nothing before Alpha: that
is just where everything begins. And what is true
in language is true in redemption: there just is
no redemption, there is no salvation, until we come
to the Lord Jesus. But when we come to Him, there
is a new beginning. It is the beginning of everything
—a whole new compass and range of possibilities,
whether of communication, of knowledge and
understanding, of wisdom or of pleasure.

What a wealth there is in Christ! what a wealth
there is in Him as the Redeemer! When you take
Him as the beginning, the Alpha, of salvation, what
a marvellous world opens up! When you pick up a
dictionary, and begin to turn the pages, what a
world opens up! As you go on and on, through the
many thowsands of words, in all their different
shapes and forms, what a world is there! 1 cannot
understand any person who cannot revel in a dic-
tionary! But you see what I am getting at. When
you come to Jesus as the Alpha, a new and vast
and wonderful world begins to open up, a world
that you never thought of. It is like coming upon
new words in the dictionary-—words that you never
knew were there, and that open up to you alto-
gether new vistas, Ii is like that with the Lord
Jesus: when He becomes your Beginning, an inex-
haustible world opens up. Wealth, fulness, riches of
knowledge—there are limitless possibilities when
you begin with “ A’.

And there is no end to it! Just as there is some-
thing more being added every year to the diction-

i8
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THE BODY OF CHRIST

Reading: Romans xii. I - 3.

BEFORE actually coming to the twelfth chapter
of Romans, let us remind ourselves of the first eight
chapters of that letter. I think we all know that
chapters nine to eleven are illustrative or paren-
thetic ; they could be put into brackets, making the
twelfth chapter immediately follow upon the
eighth. If we remember that these chapters are only
a kind of parenthesis, and go on from chapter viil
straight to xii, we find a direct connection,

The first eight chapters of Romans deal with two
phases of the Christian life. We have the first four
chapters and say ten or eleven verses of the fifth
chapter as one section ; and say from the twelfth
verse of the fifth chapter to the end of the eighth
as another. In these two sections the Apostle is try-
ing to lead Christians to see how they were brought
into God. This is followed by the exhortation to the
consecration and presenting of the bedy to do the
will of God, as we find it at the beginning of chap-
ter xii ; and then the Body of Christ is taken up.
What does it mean”?

This is something in the very heart and counsel
of God, and the Christ of God was anointed to
bring it about. It is called a ‘ mystery’, a secret
of God, which was hid from ages and only made
known in this age (Rom. xvi. 25, 26). So we have to
look to find the difference between our conception
of salvation and the Divine couception of salva-
tion ; our thought about the Cross and God’s
thought about the Cross ; our thought about the
Holy Spirit and God’s thought about the Holy
Spirit ; our thought about spiritual experiences,
and God’s thought about spiritual experiences.

We believe that the Cross is the central and most
important work of God. Praise the Lord, that is
true! But we must remember that the Cross is a
means to an end ; the Cross is not an end in itself.
The Divine means is the Cross, but the Divine end
is the Body. If you know the Cross in the way in
which God means it to be known, you will in-
evitably find yourself in the Body. When the Cross
has done something quite specific in your life, you
will simply find yourself in the Body. It cannot be
otherwise. If you are not there, it is quite sure that
the Cross has not done its work, or at least has not
completed its work. What does it mean?

Now, personal holiness, as stressed and sought by
many believers, is really precious. Victory in living
is really precious. Salvation is really precious.

21

Praise the Lord for salvation! Praise the Lord for
forgiveness of sins, for justification before Him, for
deliverance from the power of sin, But remember
that God did not set Himself to save us, and to give
us spiritual experiences like deliverance and victory
in life, personal holiness, and so on, just so that we
could be hundreds and thousands and myriads of
individual Christians, all separate units dotted over
this earth for God. That is not what God is after.
It may be that the children of Abraham are as the
sand on the seashore, but they are not Christians !
The Lord never meant that Christians shoulld be
single units.

1 do not know whether you have seen it or not.
It is very easy to talk. I could talk once. I am
almost ashamed to confess that for years I thought
I knew what is the doctrine of the Body and even
tried to apply the doctrine, without seeing the
thing, the reality. Reading a guide about London
could never take the place of a visit to London.
Knowing a book on cookery couid never take the
place of being in a kitchen. Knowing the doctrine
of the Body of Christ can never take the place of
seeing it.

The whole trouble to-day is this, We think of
Christians in terms of so many persons, individuals.
We think of salvation as an individual thing ; we
think of holiness in terms of individuals ; we think
of vietory and deliverance in terms of individuals.
We are quite happy. as Christian workers, if our
flock are going on with the Lord, reading their
Bibles, knowing how to pray, living upright and
righteous lives, knowing something of deliverance
from the power of sin. But that is not the Body.
One day something else comes along, and that day
is for you a most blessed day—a terrific day, The
Lord opens your eyes to see that salvation is in
terms of the Body. Having personal holiness is
in terms of the Body. having the power of the
Spirit is in terms of the Body, having an experience
of the Cross is in terms of the Body, You see that
the Divine thought is one Man—not a host of
small men, It is one Man: the Lord Jesus Him-
self and His people making up one Man before
God. The whole thought of God is centred in the
Christ, and we are in Him. [t is not only a quest-
iom of the Head, but of the Body. Praise the Lord,
individual sinners are saved. You begin as an indi-
vidual, but you must end as a member in the Body.
That is the Divine thought. God is working toward
that, and He will take nothing less than that. The
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

NOTE REGARDING RECEIPTS

The British postal authorities have now so much
increased the postage rates thar we find it exceed-
ingly expensive to send receipts to all the friends
who gend money. Will you please allow us to ac-
knowledge in this general way in the magazine,
and should you fail to trace your own item, please
let us know.

Ebnitor

We acknowledge with gratitude the following
gifts received during October and November, 1957.

Aberdare 5s. 6d., 10s., £2 ; Aston 13s.; Auckland.
New Zealand £1; Beaconsfield, £1; Bedford,
Indiana £8 18s. 7d.; Belfast £2; Benbecula £2 ;
Bickley 5s.: Blackpool 10s.; Blackrock £2, £1;
Bois-Colombes, France 17s.; Bradford £1;
Brighton 5s. ; Brisbane, Australia £1 ; Bristol 3s. ;
Broken Hill, N. Rhodesia £2; Brynmawr
£1 2s. 5d.; Burford 4s. 8d.: Buxted £1; Carshalton
10s.; Charlottenlund, Denmark £1; Chippenham
2s. 6d.; Chislehurst £1; Claridge, S. Africa 6s., £1;
Clevedon £1; Drumnadrochit 5s.; Dublin 10s., £1;
Ede, Holland £1 ; Edinburgh 10s., £1; Farnham 7s.;
Flitwick £1 ; Frinton-on-Sea 10s. ; Glasgow 9s, 6d.,
£1, £1, £5, £5; Gravesend 10s., 5s.; Gullane £2 ;
Hastings Ss., £1; Haslemere £1; Hemyock 10s. 9d.;
Hexham 5s. 4d.; Hong Kong £1 Js., £2, £4 115, 9d.;
Hounslow £2; Hoyland £2; lligan City, Philip-
pines £3 2s. 6d.; Ilkley 10s.; Ipswich 7s.; Iver
Heath 5s. 5d.; Keith 17s. 4d.; Kirkcaldy 5s.;
sKotagiri, India £1 9s, 6d.; Letchworth 12s. 5d.;
Leyland £1 ; Lincoln 6s. 8d.; Lisburn 10s.; Lon-
don S.E.9-—10s.; S.E.12—10s.; S:E.14—5s.; S.E.15

—35s.; SE23—S5s., £1, £1; W.13—£2 13s. 3d.;
Longton 6s.; Loughborough 7s. 9d.; Mablethorpe
4s. 1d.; Marcus Hook, Pa. £1 15s. 9d.; Melbourne,
Australia £1 3s. 1d.; Newcastle-on-Tyne £1; North-
cote, Australia £4; Orillia, Canada £1 11s. 44.
Orpington 5s; Peterborough £1; Plymouth £1 10s.;
Pretoria, 8. Africa £2 ; Purley 3s. 4d. ; Reading £1 ;
St. Loup, Switzerland 16s.; Sandown £1; Schlieren,
Switzerland £1 , Sheffield £13 ; Smethwick 7s. 9d. ;
Soest, Holland £2; Somerset, Tasmania £1; South-
ampton 10s., 10s.; Stanmore £1 10s.; Stoke-on-
Trent 13s. 9d.; Stonebroom 3s.; Stornoway £3;
Sunderland 10s.; Taunton £1 3s. 3d.; Toronto,
Canada £1 17s. 6d., 7s. 6d.; Umtali, S. Rhodesia
4s. 6d.; Winterswijk, Holland £1; Woodbridge
10s. ; Worthing £1 1s., 10s. ; Wuppertal-Elberfeld,
Germany 10s. ; Yardley Gobion 5s. ; Yelverton £1 ;
Zetten, Holland £1

Total £138 6s. 10d.

Birmingham, Ala, $3 ; Boulder, Colo. §1 ; Detroit,
Mich. %3, $20: Jamaica, N.Y. $5; Los Angeles,
Calif. $1; Minneapolis, Minn, $5, $2; Nashville,
Tenn, $2; Orange, Calif. $2 ; Portland, Ore. $1;
St. Paul, Minn. $5; San Francisco, Calif. $6.50;
Seattle, Wash. $2 ; Upper Darby, Pa. $3.20 ; Water-
town. Mass. $3 ; West Newton, Mass. $10, 32
Total $76.70

Calgary, Alta. C.$2.75; Collingwood, Ont. C.35:

Toronto C.§5

Total C.$512.75
Kensington Park, Australia A.£]
Madras Rs.22, Rs.5 ; Qotacamund Rs.5 ; Sholingur

Rs.20
Total Rs.52.00

We are deeply grateful to the Lord for tokens

that the ministry of this little paper is being used
to a constantly increasing number of His children.

In view of the rapidly increasing demand for the
magazine and the high cost of present-day produc-
tion together with the greatly increased postal
charges, it is essenfial that the mailing list should
be kepr within the limits of vital and spiritual
usefulness.

If friends no longer desire to receive it, we shall
be glad if they will send a card fo this effect to :—
The Editor, 13 Honor Oak Road, London, S.E.23.

Printed at the Witness and 1 essimony Press, 13, Honor Uak Road, London, S.E. 23.
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jected a lie into man; man accepted it, received
it. The result was the collapse of the entire struc-
ture of creation, and man himself became and re-
mains a falsehood. He is not the man that God
made him or intended him to be: he is a deceived
creature ; in the very comstitution and nature of
man as he is there is a lie. He is a misrepresenta-
tion of the man that God spoke of when He said ;
* Let us tnake man in our image, after our like-
ness ” (Gen. i. 26). There is a lie in the work of
man, and in all his works. He hopes and believes
and works and tries, and in the end it comes to
vanity—it is all in vain; disappointment awaits
him at the end of all his works and all his strivings,
He thinks and argues that he is free—but he is a
prisoner. He thinks and believes that he knows ; he
proves to be a fool. Ile thinks that he can do, and
he does many great and seemingly wonderful
things: but all his doings lead to greater problems
to be solved ; and the greatest problem of all is
satisfaction, is rest, is joy, is peace.

No ; man is building, not on rock, but on sand.
His world is run by lies. This may seem a terrible
thing to say, but liow rare in this world is downright
honesty! What a welter of misrepresentation and
deception, pretence and appearance, mixture and
exaggeration, has to be drawn inte the running of
this world. Is it not true? Many a well-meaning
man, who in his own soul revolts against it, will
tell you that, if you are proposimg to be honest, ab-
solutely honest, you will find it impossible to be
successful in a world like this. And the lie has got
into religion. OQur Lord’s indictment of the Phari-
sees and the Scribes was: * Hypocrites *—play-
actors, pretenders! And therefore, because the
race is shot through and through with a lying de-
ception, it cannot stand, A false world is bound to
collapse. If there is anything in ‘ Christianity * that
is not absolutely true, ‘ according to God’ (Rom.
viii. 27b ; cf. xv. 5b), it will go to pieces. Anything
that has in it an element of untruth, has within it-
self the seeds of its own ruin. The Holy Spirit,
therefore, is called ® the Spirit of Truth’. Jesus is
*the Truth’. Eternal values, the values which are
eternal, are those which are absolutely true accord-
ing to the standards of God. The value of the Gos-
pel is that it is the ° truth * of the Gospel (Col. i. 5).
The eternal certainty of Christ is that He is ‘ the
Truth’.

Now this is a very challenging thing. It separates
and discrimiiates—not always between the black
lie and the transparent truth-—bu{ between the
beautiful lie, the soulish lie, the sentimental lie, the
formal lie, thz religious lie, and that which is
“according to God’. John the Baptist said about
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the Lord Jesus that He would * lay the axe to the
root’, and that His ‘ fan was in His hand, and He
would thoroughly cleanse His threshing-fioor’
(Matt. iii. 10, 12). What is the axe? What is the
winnowing fan? It is the rruth!

Ths it was that, as He spoke to the woman of
Samaria, He looked on the temple on Mount
Gerizim, and He looked, with His mind’s eye, on
the temple in Jerusalem ; and then, to the woman
who thought that one or the other—especially this
one in Samaria, to which she was attached--was
the truth, the rue thing, He said: “ Woman, be-
lieve me, the hour cometh, when neither in this
mountain. nor in Jerusalem, shall ve worship the
Father . . . The hour comcth . . . when the rrue
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
truth . . . God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship in spirit and truth ” (John iv. 21,
23, 24). He js discriminating between the formal,
the traditional, the historical—if you like, the sym-
bolic, at best—and the real, the rrue. And He is
saying: ‘ Only that which is spiritual, after the very
essence of the Divine nature, is true. Therefore this
temple and that temple will collapse—not one
stone will be left upon another. They are not the
truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth,

OUR NEED FOR ABSOLUTE TRUTH
IN ALL THINGS

It is very, very important that our position
should be a trye position. You and I need continu-
ally to review our position, and say: ‘ Is my posi-
tiom:a true one? Is it second-hand? What is it? The
position in which I stand—how did I come to it?
What is it that puts me in this position? Is it to me
50 true as to be to me absolutely a nattet of life
or death?’ 1t should be true like that, so that you
cannot give it up, you cannct resign from it, you
cannot withdraw from it—it is younr very self. To
do so would be to commit spiritual suicide, That
was how it was with the Lord Jesus, Go through
His life again, and haar Him speaking. This Man
has not just come to perform something, or to give
some teaching, objectively ; this Man is the thing!
Because it is so real, so true in Him, He is going
to that Cross to shed the last drop of His Blood.
His position is that—it is Himself.

Qur position must be true, or we shall not stand ;
we shall collapse, we shall go to pieces. If there is
a lie, we shall disintegrate, as the creation did when
the lie entered in. Our life must be true: our con-
duct must be true ; our walk before others must be
true ; our walk before God must be true, Our life
mmist be frue. Mark you, it is poing to be an agony
for it to be so.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Our testimony and our teaching must be frue.
Is it truth?

Our fellowship must be frue—no feigned love!
No pretence at fellowship ; no trying to make be-
lieve ; no merely ontward thing. The Holy Ghost
will be satisfied with nothing less than  the truth’
in the matter of fellowship. He will say: * Look
here, you are trying to make believe in the matter
of fellowship with that person ; you are trying to
bolster up something ; you are trying not to let
something collapse: that is not #rue!’ He will take
you down deep until it is Lrue.

Qur church must be true—it must be the true
Church. How much could be said about that!

Our business must be true—we must take this
matter of the Holy Spirit into our business. Is your
manner of business really true? When you are go-
ing to pay for something, are you quite sure that
you are paying all that you ought to pay for it?
that you are not getting it to your own advantage,
that someone is not going to suffer in this transae-
tion? Is that true? Even John the Baptist raised
questions like that at the Jordan, about exacting
more than should be (Luke iii. 12 - 14). Yes, in
business we must be true; we cannot have one
order of things in Christianity and another one in
the world.

Our spirit must be true. We must never be less
than we profess, God help us. We must never be
more than we profess—God help us! The Holy
Spirit is the “ Spirit of Truth’, for that is the char-
acter of the Lord Jesus. To be *filled with the
Spirit” is a very, very exacting thing. Ananias and
Sapphira tried to ‘steal a march’ on the Holy
Spirit: but oh, no, He is not being taken advantage
of like that! We cannot ' hoodwink ’ the Holy
Spirit. This is very solemn. What do you have in
mind when you talk about being * filled with the
Spirit °? We hear the command: “ Be filled with
the Spirit ”, and we all want to be filled with the
Spirit. But we must understand that the Spirit is

WHEN GOD

“Who was I that I could withstand God ? ' (Acts
xi. I7).

THE movements described as ‘ The Acts of the
Apostles * were undoubtedly initiated by God Him-
self. It was the knowledge of this that put Peter in
a strong position when he had to defend his be-
haviour at Caesarea. If God was moving, what did
his critics expect him to do? To staid in God’s
way? To refuse to have anything to do with the

the character of Jesus Christ. He is the Spirit of
Jesus Christ—and especially in this one respect,
as the Spirit of Truth.

To be *filled with the Spirit’, therefore, means
that everything has got to be true. exact, right,
real ; no lie, no falsehood, no make-believe. no
pretence, no exaggeration, no imilation; every-
thing true, genuine. May God make us like His
Son 1n this! Then the Holy Spirit wouldi do things :
through a church like that, through a people like
that, and through lives like that, He would do
mighty things. When eonchtions are such. you will
not have to try to get things done—He will do
them.

That brings us back to the poiut mentioned in
our last study—why things changed at the begin-
ning, when they had been so spontaneous, so
mighty, so wouderful, The Holy Spirit was present
as the Spirit of Truth, and anything untrue that He
came up against was dealt with and not tolerated.
Peter’s words seem fierce, I know, but he is jealous,
with the jealousy of the Holy Spirit, for the truth :
he sees that the Church can be wrecked and ruined
if there is a lie getting In—*° Why hath Satan filled
thy heart?” (Acts v. 3).

We began by saying that we are concerned about
this matter of a life of fulness and of powerful wit-
ness in the world, and troubled because that
impact upon the world is not as it was at the
beginning., It ought to be the same: the Holy
Spirit has not changed, God has not changed,
Christ is the same—then what is the trouble?
Surely, if it is true that the Holy Spirit commnrits
Himself to the Lord Jesus, then the answer is,
once more, that we need more of the Lord Jesus.
Which is to say, that we need more of Him in His
character. This matter of the Truth is only the be-
ginning—there are many more facets to His char-
acter than that; but truth is the foundatiou of
everything.

T. A-S.

IS WORKING

matter? How can a man of the Spirit do that?
Such a man neither dares nor wishes to hinder
God. Indeed, if he is truly led of the Spirit, he
only needs to perceive what God is doing to be
found alongside, sympathetic and co-operative,
like his Master whose own actions were governed
by what He saw the Father doing (John v, 19).
Peter’s words were not only an apology for his
own bebawiour, but an implicit reproof of the
Jerusalem fault-finders. It is true that what hap-
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Peter (and indeed on many of us) that he could be
$o cold, so doubtful, so unwilling, when his Lord’s
heart was burning with desire to shed the Spirit of
Life into that household of Cornelius, Peter had
been on the housetop, pouring himself out in
prayer. We are not told what he was praying about,
but we may be sure that it was about the Lord’s
work, and probably about his own part in it. When
he had prayed himself to a standstill, then he was
shown what God really wanted of him. Let us note
that ‘ wailing on God * means more than praying
about the thihgs which we feel ought to be done.
It was when Peter had exhausted that kind of
prayer, when he had finished telling the Lord all
that he wanted to say, that the Lord found an op-
portunity of saying something to him. When he
heard it he received a shock. He was surprised,
even scandalized, that the Lord should expect this
of him. What did Caesarea matter to Peter? What
did the Gentiles matter to him? Not very much,
apparently, until he was faced with this challenge
ag to whether he really was ready to co-operate
with the will of God in spite of himself. What a
tragedy if bigotry and self-opinion can keep a man
out of harmony with the heart of God—if a servant
of the Lord so lacks the great essential of com-
passion that he can even contemplate withstand-
ing his Master!

Gospel work is not only a matter of compassion
for men, it is a question of sharing the longing of
God’s heart. * My Name shall be great among the
Gentiles * (Mal, 1. 11) was the declared desire and
intention of the Lord. How often Peter must have
heard or read the words. Yet it seems that he
would have been satisfied with a group in Jeru-
salem, with little companies in Samaria and Joppa,
never appreciating that the Father could not be
satisfied until His Son had the full inheritance
among the nations for which He suffered. There
may be scme features of modern evangelism which
do not commend themselves to us, but these must
never be allowed to weaken ps in co-operation
with Christ in the seeking and saving of that whieh
was lost.

Peter was a key man. Surely, when the Lord
Jesus said to him: “ 1 will give unto thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven ™ (Matt. xvi. 19), what
He really meant was that Peter was chosen to be
the first (o announce that that Kingdom was now
open to all true believers. He began the task at
Pentecost, when his use of “the keys’ was so
mightily effective, But the work was only half
done, for the vast multitude of the nations still
stood outside, waiting for the door to be opened to
them. This was Peter’s special calling. There were

men moving down to Antioch at that very moment.
There was Saul of Tarsus being prepared for his
great work of apostle to the Gentiles, There were
vast schemes afoot for the making great of the
Name among the nations. The Spirit of the Lord
was eagerly awaiting these new ° Acts’. All this
was true ; and yet on the housetop at Joppa was
the key man, and, humanly speaking, everything
waited on him.

Peter’s task can never be repeated. He has no
successor, In most cases we cannot even claim 10
be prominent servants of Christ. Who knows, how-
ever, whether we too might not be in a key posi-
tion, whether great movements of blessing and
expansion might not follow on our simple obedi-
ence to the Loid? So far as the narrative is con-
cerned, Caesarca was soon left behind. Though
undoubtedly the work there was established and
grew, Peter’s visit was not an end in nself, It was
the opening of a door, of a sluice-gate, and from
then onwards the great stream of life flowed out
wherever new men of the Spirit could be found to
co-operate with the Lord in this Divine task of pro-
ducing a people born into newness of life. 1t seems
that all God needed was a heart to share His con-
cerns and a mouth that would magnify His Son.
Peter’'s message was simply Christ. His success
owed nothing to argument or soul intensity. He did
not make an appeal, for he had not reached that
stage in his message when the thing happened (x.
44). Even as he was speaking dead souls were
quickened into life. Surely this is what happens
when God is working.

A PEOPLE BAPTIZED INTQ THE
FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT

There is no doubt that at Caesarea something
more happened even than the miracle of new birth.
In one Spirit the group were all baptized into the
one Body (I Cor. xii. 13)—the Church. From this
story it is clean that the Church is something more
than a kindly community, more than a group of
people living together in happy comradeship and
care for one another. Such a group already ex-
isted at Caesarea before ever Peter went there, The
whole atmosphere of the house of Cornelius
seemed to breathe community life at its best. If an
association of like-minded godly people had been
satisfying to God, He would not have needed to
send this special messenger to them, The purpose
of God, though, is to have something much deeper
and more lasting than mere human ‘fellowship ’,
even at its best. He plans to have real unity, eternal
unity, the unity of the one life in Christ, which
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support to that which is according to His mind,
the showing of Himself in power on behalf of it

To whom, then, will the Lord show Himself in
power? To whom will the Lord * make bare’ His
arm (Is, lii. 10)? “ To whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed?”

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

Now, while .in the Bible there are very many
incidents in which the arm of the Lord is shown,
there are particular occasions characterized by this
phrase. For instance, in the bringing of lsrael out
of Egypt we find repeated reference to the baring
of His arm, the stretching forth of His arm. That
incident is so often referred to as being an out-
standing occasion of the Lord’s showing of His
arm, the ‘ lighting down of His arm” (Is, xxx. 30).
To bring them out, the arm of the Lord was ‘re-
vealed’, If you-read and consider that whole story
of God’s dealings with Pharaoh and Egypt on be-
halt of His people, you find that it is all gathered
up in this: n was the revealing of the arm of the
Lord. Of course, it is but an illustration—the
emancipation of an elect people from the kingdom
of this world and of darkness; but, for that, the
arm of the Lord is revealed,

Again, take Israel’s deliverance from Babylon :
that was another occasion when the arm of the
Lord was revealed. How often was it so regarded :
the arm of the Lord, stretched out over Babylon,
brought down her rulérs and overthrew her forces,
in order to bring the people back from captivity
(Is. xliii. 14). And again, that was symbolic - -the
recovery of a pure testimony amongst the Lord's
people, a testimony that had been lost, 1f the
question is asked: “ To whom hath the arm of the
Lord been revealed?” or in aaother tense: ‘ To
whom will the arm of the Lord be revealed?’—
the answer is there: it is for that purpose, in re-
lation to that.

But it is in the raising of Jesus, and in His cxalta-
tion to the right hand of the Majesty in the
Heavens, that we surely see the supreme example
of the revealing of the arm of the Lord. And in
those succeeding early days of the Church, how
wonderful was this revealmg of the arm of the
Lord! In the events narrated in those first chap-
ters of the book of the Acts, we see His arm
stretched ont again and again. When they were
suffering persecution, a few met together for
prayer, and they prayed: “ Grant unto thy ser-
vants . . . boldness, while thou stretchest forth thy
hand . . . and that signs and wonders may be
done . . .” (Acts iv. 29, 30). Herod came under the
impact of that arm ; Saul of Tarsus came under its
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same impact; many things happened, in many
places, because the Lord was revealing His arm.
And before we are at the end of the New Testa-
ment, the whole of the nation of Israel has met the
arm of the Lord. It was revealed in the complete
overthrow and scattering of Isracl as a nation,
and so thorough was the overthrow that her
original integration has never yet been recovered.
More siill—Rome unleashed all her forces against
the Lord and against His anointed, but met the
arm of the Lord, and was completely destroyed,
ceased to be an empire and a nation. These are
just a few examples in history of the revealing of
the arm of the Lord, in answer to this question : .
“To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?”

COMMON FEATURES

Now you will notice that many of these instances
have certain features in common.

Firstly, there was the exalting of world powers
against God: the lifting up of the head on the part
of the powers of this world against the Lord and
against His anointed.

Secondly, there was the involvement of the
Lord’s glory and the Lord’s purpose, through con-
ditions of weakness or apostasy amongsi His
own people. It was not to the Lord’s glory to have
Israel in Egypt. After the covenant that the Lord
had made with Abraham, Tsaac and Jacob, it was
altogether contrary to the revealed purpose of His
heart, that He should have the sons of Israel in
bondage in Egypt, giving their strength to the
powers of evil, It was entirely contrary to the glory
of God to have Israel in Babylon ; it was dishon-
ouring to Him and contrary to His revealed inten-
tion. How often it was like that—that the Lord
revealed His arm because of a condition amongst
His own people.

And then, thirdly, there was a cry from within
on the part of an instrument of intercession. There
was Moses, in touch with God right from the in-
side in relation to that situation in Egypt; there
was Daniel, and a few others with him, right an
the inside of the situation in Babylon, crying to
God ; there were those prayer meetings recorded
in the book of the Acts—the’cry of the elect to be
avenged. This was a feature common to the inter-
vention of God again and again- a cry from the
inside.

Some questions arise in rclation to all this in
our own day. Is there a situation in our time which
corresponds to these situations, in that three-
fold connection? Is there a condition like that to-
day? I think the answer is obvious. Are world
powers lifting up their heads against the Lord?



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 36 - Searchable

A WITNESS ANB A "‘T"E%FWI‘@N‘?
Was there evgf thione mﬁfm@&d

nief ga wm
esit;:l?a v ma 'fh%
15 €6 afy 5 f m :
swef m 15 RGSSIbIS
es da m.

\II! d'ﬂ\ i, - 18

?i%”fg

Y J6- i s ’
gg\éi B \és ‘ﬂg?; e &@%@e 0 1]
IQH§ 4 nggm N ” i
ab%é%hf tqu'f 199 s (mp;
s— maﬁ thee% an ﬁg‘ .

% %af fiot 1 ﬂ?ﬂ

ofcf ¢ %@Yﬂc@n ition &

! {he a ere
g&%}%ﬁe&#
e .{hat ﬁﬁi

lﬁéee)f_ Fession ef |

ifﬁﬁ? %‘hef%ﬁag

These three
saaalgetnegsn*s;{"’ﬁgme ey
rm g 31 i 5; “" ¥ " O INECUD
fgres qn n qis \‘.,uﬁ .s g
8 en o7

59 e e e @) ANONG S wm PPEED’HEE

ﬁ‘ n?w&werWs WoOhT Eor sk ‘w?ﬁwfﬁre iR %%%% A qm




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 36 - Searchable

MARCH — APRILL- 1958

j 3 'o RSPk
W U WO A
é. f E{i u; fv fas
Y Sl 1he °fi.n‘.1‘§o
-" o _—Q{s"! i

nu‘n Tt
l,l

l
LG "‘u

el ',

e I '. ,, '. ‘ &\ 6 | Calld
' NTARY ¥

a{ o

sl \ l ;‘
[11)
h} Il !f
li.‘y V\v l{.
(?})) iN THE WGRLB
But if hat | i 1 el O alh, & GRy 3
i %%%%ﬁ ”“g@ ; Qf%ﬁ &g@f& g (A
L ‘ " n&gﬁ: m dgt
il SR e ';%%‘i W ’t%!r-.,,'. g
T

¥ "%. ;
Eﬂ‘ 'f-_‘ {“&r "r:.'j )




Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 36 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

bring the Arm of the Lord against this spiritual
iniquity—for it is spiritual iniquity. 1 do not think
that man, even at his worst, could, if left to himseif,
conceive these things.

Then, for a cry against the dishonour of the
Lovd in the general spiritual state of those who
bear the name * Christian’. There again is a ter-
rible story. Yes, the real difficulty for the Lord is
amongst those who take upon them that name
* Christian’. There needs to be a cry raised to
Heaven against the dishonour done to the Name
of the Lord by that which is called the * Christian
Church ’,

And then, a cry against the too easy satisfaction
that goes with a superficial apprehension of the
great purpose of God. Again and again, my soul
has been stirred with anger at the superficial and
easy-going attitude that prevails towards the great
purpose of God. Here is revealed this immense
purpose of God ‘ from eternity to eternity’, and
yet the attitude toward spiritual things so often is:
*Oh, well, a modicam is sufficient.’ The most
limited measure seems to be all that is required to
bring a great deal of gratification. If you have any
idea at all of the greatness of God’s purpose, and
give expression to it, it is heart-rending to find how
it can be ail carried away by the most superficial,
glamorous kind of Chrstianity ; as though this
noisy, jazzy thing corresponded in any way to
that vast purpose of God concerning His Son.
It makes you indignant ; it stirs you to the depths.
There needs to be a cry against that which
would become a substitute for, would usurp the
place of, God’s great purpose, in the hearts of His
people.

When the prophct Isaiah became oppressed
with the evils found among the people of God,
Israel, and with the evil in the nations outside, he
cried with a great cry: “ Oh that thou wouldest

THE BODY

WE come now to the practical side. God has
first to give vs the revelation, so that we see what
He is after. But what am 1 after? Do I seek spirit-
ual experiences—so-called—for myself? Do 1 seek
to make converts for my society, for my denomina-
tion? Do 1 try to make converts for the sake of
their being saved from hell, so that they can en-
jov Heaven? Or have 1 seen the vision of the
heavenly thing, the heavenly Man, and am I work-
ing toward that? Oh, it is a different thing. Every-

rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down,
that the mountains might flow down at thy pre-
sence . . . When thou didst terrible things which we
looked not for, thou camest down . . .” (Is. Ixiv.
1, 3). *“ Oh that thou wouldest rend the neavens ™!
You have only to move aboat in this world, sens-
ing things, sizing things up, for that cry to be bora
in you. But ask the Lord to put within you such a
cry, to make you a part of this ‘inside’ cry, for
the glory of God in a day like this. Ask Him to
make you part of that esscntial instrument and
vessel, hike the Daniel company, or Esther, or
Moses, or the * prayer meeting’ in Jerusalem, or
many other such vessels, that will reach Heaven
with a cry, and bring forth that Arm. For that is
a vital principle: “ For this . . . will I be enquired
of by the house of Israel ™ (Ezek. xxxvi. 37). The
Arm of the Lord will not just “ happen’ ; the Arm
of the Lord will only be revealed in response to
something that is crying to Him. * Shall not God
avenge his elect, which cry to him day and
night , . .7 | say unto you, that he wiil ” (Luke
xvii. 7, 8). He will- -but He must have a crying
elect.

The Lord make us like that, This is, 1 know, a
solemn word. But this is a day for being serious, a
time for facing the real situation, not just going
on in a fool's paradise, as thongh all were well,
God must be reached with a cry in these days; I
can only say this out of very close touch with this
great need. No one who has seen something of
conditions in the Far East could help being stirred
in this way, or come back other than with this in
their heart: Oh, that the people of God would get
to crying to ‘God about this situation! I therefore
bring this emphasis at the outset, and afterwards
we may see something of the ground on which the
Lord will move.

T. A-S.

OF CHRIST

thing changes-—even the question of deliverance
from sin, of sanctification, of victory. Everything
takes on a different viewpoint. I become a part of
the whole,

It is not just a matter of the doctrine of the
Body, Even in Rome, you will find the Vatican is
teaching that, They believe in one church, because
they say the Body is one ; but they have their own
head. That is the trouble. They have not seen it.
Youn cannot just practise it as a principle—you
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cannot simply try to take it on. You have to see
it. But when once it is seen, then it makes a mighty
difference in everything,

THE PRACTICAL SIDE

Now, as to the practical side. What constitutes
me a member of the Body? If the Lord gives me
a revelation concerning the Body, what will be the
effect on me? Is it simply that I have seen some-
thing which I have never seen before, that I have
the knowledge of certain truths which I never had
before?—or is that revelation going to be revolu-
tionary? Will that revelation be treated by me as
a teaching, as a doctrine?—or will it become some-
thing really subjective in me, producing some real
change in me? Let me assure you that, when you
have seen it, it is going to be a revolution. Some-
thing is bound. to happen.

What constitutes me a member of the Body? It
is not something I can do, it is not something 1
can experience. The thing that constitotes me a
member of the Body of Christ is Christ in me. That
entitles me to be, and that actually makes me, a
merhber of the Body. If you do not mind getting
down to matertal illustrations, remember again
that loaf of bread. It is not anything of you, it is
not'some part of you, as a man, which is a member
of the Body of Christ. 1t is, in figure, that piece of
bread in you that constitutes you a member of the
Body. The Body of Christ is Christ. Paul did not
say anything wrong grammatically or spiritually
when he said: “ For as the body is one, and hath
many members, and all the members of the body,
being many, are one body ; so also is the Christ ”
(I Cor. xii. 12). I think some of us would like to
correct him. Grammatically, or logically, it is
wrong, He ought to have said, ‘ so also is the Christ
and the Church’. He only says, “ Members . | .
body . . . so also is the Christ.” So the Head is the
Christ and the Body is the Christ, Both are the
Christ—the Head and the Body.

So the Body is the Christ. Everything that comes
from Christ constitutes that Body. Then anything
that does not come from Christ can never get into
the Body, and must be ruled out. It is not a quest-
ion of ‘plus’, it is a question of ‘ minus’. That is
all the difficulty. 1t is not a question of what you
must be, or nmst experience, in order to make you
a member. No, you are a member, but because you
are one, therefore many things have to go. If you

see the spiritual constitution of that Body, the,

heavenliness of that Body, the divineness of that
Body, you will see that nothing from you ican be
attached to it. Anything that is not Christ can
never be in the Body.
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THE PLACE OF THE CROSS

That is where the Cross comes in ; that is the
reason why we emphasize the Cross. The Cross is
the practical outworking, and the principle of the
Cross is the only Divine means of ruling out any-
thing that is of ourselves--—anything that can never
stay in the Body. So we find the Lord dealing with
us in many things. I do not mean to say gins; I
think that would be too low a level. I hope we
have, in a sense, got through that. But the point
is that we can never bring into lhe Body the things
of ourselves—our temperament, our make-up, for
instance. You will find that God will touch you
there.

Some of us have very keen brains, We think that,
by the keenness of our brain, we can have a better
mastery of the Word of God, and that so we can
be better ministers. But no. You will find that what
you have is only dead knowledge, whereas some
old woman, maybe, sitting at the back of the meet-
ing, without much of worldly education, knows
something of the Lord. You may be pastor or
mimister, but you find, when standing before her.
that there is something more of Christ in that old
lady than there is in you. You find that what you
have got is altogether outside of the Body.

May the Lord save us from ministering simply
because we have a keen brain! How many of us
need salvation from our head-—salvation with a
helmet! We need it. Your ability, your natural
power, has nothing to do with the Body ; it has to
go out. God wants us to see that the strength of
nature, the backbone of the strength of our own
nature, must be broken. It has nothing to do with
the Body. When you see that, spontaneously you
will see that it cannot go on: that thing has no
place there, it has to go out,

I would like to ask you to go through Ephesians
once more. asking the Lord so show it to you.
‘ Lord, what is Thy thought concerning this age?’
Do you think you will be able to find anything
other than the Body? You will find that that is
the thing God is building to-day. So whatever is
of me must go. The Cross points me straight on to
the Body, and the Cross keeps the Body cleansed
from anything that is natural, anything that is from
Adam. Praise the Lord, nothing that is of me has
a part in Him. How good it is to see that I am out
altogether! We have nothing to be proud of. If
we are proud, we have got to be humbled. Nothing
that is in us or of us has any place there. We may
think much of ourselves ; we may be self-confident,
self-conceited, assuming and presuming a great
deal ; but remember, nothing of us has any place
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was not happy. He was proud of the lovely build-
ing and he liked preaching in i, but still he was
sad. He had come to feel that he and the church
were failing the Lord, because of their lack of care
for the needs of others.

At last he could bear it no longer. One stormy
Friday evening in March he opened his heart to
the 75 members who had gathered for the church
Prayer Meeting. He told them how troubled he
was, how ashamed before the Lord, and how full
of longings for new power to preach Christ to the
people round about. 1t seemed to him that their
church building was so splendid and ornamental,
their special choral singing so grand, their pew-
rents so high and their whole life so self-centred,
that it kept people at a distance instead of welcom-
ing them. Could they not ask the Lord all together
that their church might become a place of blessing
to many, and that He wowmd take away every
hindrance to this? Then Pastor and people knelt
together and prayed that at all costs their church
might be used to give the Bread of Life to the un-
saved multitudes of the city.

When they had finished praying one of the
elders thought he could smell smoke, but as it was
a windy night he took little notice of it. As a matter
of fact the Lord had begun to answer their prayer.
It was a very quick answer to prayer, and a very
strange one too: for, when they woke in the morn-
ing, they found their beautiful temple in ashes.
There was a faulty flue in the chimney, and during
the night the fire had crept along between the walls
so (hat in the early dawn the flames took charge,
and by the time the fire engines arrived the whole
building was a roaring furnace.

When they had prayed * at all costs’, they never
thought that the cost would be so great. And, when
they had asked the Lord to take away ‘every
hindrance . they little expected Him to take away
their lovely church. Poor people! They had lost
their fine building, their magnificent organ, and
the pews which brought in such good rents. And
poor Pastor too! For he had lost not only his pul-
pit, but also his study, which was in the church
tower. In it there were over 1,000 volumes which
had all been burnt up. Worse than that, all his
sermons were there, For 20 years he had carefully
written out all his eloquent addresses, so that he

MARCH — APRIL, 1958

could read them from the pulpit, and then he had
stored them away in the study. Now his 2,000
precious sermons had gone up in smoke. When
Dr, Pierson heard the news he remembered his
prayer ., . “at all costs’ ., . “ every hindrance .
Was this the strange answer from Heaven?

He was sore that it was, From that moment he
made up his mind that in future, instead of read-
ing sermons written on paper, he would preach
messages straight from the heart. In the years to
come many people in England as well as in
America were to testify to what wonderful Christ-
glorifying messages they were. Meanwhile, it was
Saturday, and they had no building for the next
day’s services. At once Dr. Pierson called together
the elders and suggested that they should hire the
local Opera House for their Sunday meetings,

Next day the crowds began to gather long be-
fore the doors were opened. There were no special
pews. All the seats were free, Soon the place was
packed right up to the top gallery. It was a homely
and hearty meeting, with Gospel hymns sung by
all, though led by a volunteer choir. The building
was not very ornamental, and it certainly was not
“sacred’, but it became filled with the Presence
and power of the Lord. Presently a great hush
came on all, as they listened to a message which
had been sought on the knees instead of being
written in the study. Few, if any, in that city had
ever heard God speak to them so solemnly about
‘ The Ordeal by Fire’, from the text, “ The fire
shall fry every man's work . . " (1 Cor. 3.13). As
people began to seek the Saviour it was clear that
Friday night’s prayer was being answered. Among
the first to be won were two theatrical men, who
had looked in to collect their baggage, and became
rooted to the spot as God spoke to them from the
stage where they had been acting the night before.

This marked the beginning of a wonderful work
of God in the city. As the weeks went on there was
not even standing room, and large numbers had
to be turned away. Huondreds came to know the
Lord Jesus as their Saviour.

This story proves once more that God’s answers
to our prayers are sure. Sometimes they are
strange. We need to mgan business when we pray,
and then we may prove that, after all, the strange
answers are the most wonderful.

H.F.
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

I HAVE LEARNED ...1 KNOW ...1 CAN DO... THROUGH CHRIST

“ Not that I speak in respect of want : for I have
learned, in whatsoever state | am, therein to be
content. I know how to be abased, and 1 know
also how to abound : in everything and in all things
have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be
hungry, both to abound and to be in want, I can
do all things in him that strengtheneth me " (Phil-
ippians iv. 11-13).

IF there is one statement in Scripture that finds
us out, it is this one. It was Paul who said it ; but
I wonder how many of us could say it, with the
same positive affirmation? You will notice, how-
ever, that the Apostle is stating it as the result of
a life-long schoolifig. * This’, he says, ‘ is the issye
of my schooling with Christ. I have learned the
secret. “1 have learned ., . . I know . . . I can
do...”V”

The course of things is learning through experi-
ence, and thus coming 10 knowledge—knowledge
which is not theory at all, but which works out in
practice: 1 can do ™. That is the meaning for us
of life with Christ. If we, His children, want to
know the meaning of our experiences in this very
exacting school—for it is an exacting school: we
don’t get away with anything ; nothing escapes ;
we are held to it, severely and strictly, though be-
hind all is wisdom and love—the meaning of our
experiences in the exacting school which the
Christian life is, and is intended to be, it is that we
may learn, that we may krow, that we may do.
God’s end is always a practical end, and the end
is doing. * 1 have learned . .. I know . ..Icando !’

And, of course, the way to that end is learning
that you cannot do, and that you do not know.
I suppose that that is the troest thing that could be
said of anyone in the School of the Spirit. The
thing that they are learning is that they cannot do,
and they do not know. That is the way. It does
seem, on the one hand, a negative process ; it does
seem to be an undoing experience ; but God’s ends
are always positive. And an absoluie necessity to
our arriving at the position, “ I can do all things
—a tremendous statement!-—which is His will for
every one af us, is a deep, fundamental conscious-
ness and realisation of how bankrupt we are of
knowledge and of ability apart from Christ. For the
all-governing clause or fragment is: ‘ in Him—that
is, in Christ—who strengthens me .

But, while this is a message of rebuke and cor-

rection, demanding adjustment, here is a word of
tremendous hope, tremendous comfort,

SELF-MISTRUST

1 was reading recently Boreham’s Oliver Crom-
well. When Cromwell was a young fellow, farming
in Huntingdonshire, he wrote a letter to his aunt,
in which there occurred the following words:

‘I am a poor creature ; I am sure that I shall
never earn the least mite.

There is the foundation of a man who hurled kings
and thrones from their places; turned a régime
upside down; became the terror of evil-doers ;
and was, if not the greatest, one of the greatest
champions of God in the history of this country.
‘I am a poor creature ; I am sure / shall never
earn the least mite’! You should hear what
Thomas Carlyle says about him. Someone said
that Cromwell was one of the four greatest men in
history. Says Boreham: ‘Carlyle would laugh:
“Four! The other three are mere puppets com-
pared with Cromwell—they are not in the same
world with him!™”’

But, Carlyle goes on to say, there was a turning
point in Cromwell’s life. From the Huntingdon-
shire farmer, with the consciousness of his weak-
ness, his insufficiency, his worthlessness, there
came a turn. Carlyle’s way of expressing it, because
he did not know in experience what he was talk-
ing about, was: * It was what Cromwell would call
his “ conversion ”.” We know what that means.
And then, away ploughing in his field, Cromwell
heard of the great need: * Everything in this coun-
try °, says Boreham, ‘rushing pell-mell toward
turgid crisis, wild tumult, red revolution, and the
cry for a man, a good man, a strong man, 2 great
man.” As he heard that cry, whilst ploughing his
field, sometinng inside him said: ‘ You are that
man! The world needs a man, a good man, a great
man, a strong man—Thou art the man!’

Cromwell set to weighing up his assets and his
liabilities: 7 cannot be that man; 7 can never
answer that call, meet that demand.” But then, as
he was thinking about it after the day’s work, in his
country home, by the fire, with his wife at his side,
and the little child in the cradle, he took down the
big Bible, and opened it to read ; and turiding the
pages, he came to the letter to the Philippians, and
began to read chapter iv. He stopped at verse 13 :
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY
SATAN AS THE SPIRIT OF UNHOLINESS

This is, of course, a matter that goes far beyond
the limits of a few brief pages. But let us seek at
least to get it into its right perspective. At the out-
set, holiness must be seen in its full sefting. We
will not stay to argue that this is the supreme
characteristic of God. We have to see it in its full
background. The Hely Spirit is set over against an
un-holy spirit. Just as the Holy Spirit is a Person,
80, just as truly, there is a personal un-holy spirit.
This whole matter of * holiness * has to be seen in
that light. Satan it is who has brought in an un-
holy State: not merely as an unholy condition, but
State with a capital *S°, as when we speak of the
State in the sense of the Kingdom; the régime, the
system or government. Satan has brought in an
unholy condition and an unholy kingdom or State.
He has defiled everything: he has defiled human
nature ; he has defiled the creation ; and the proof
is in the universality of death—God’s verdict on
all that ir is unclean, that it is defiled, that it has
been touched by Satan.

It is therefore impressive and instructive to note
that, as soon as Jesus had betn anointed by the
Holy Spirit, He entered upon a direct and immed-
iate battle with Satan himself, From the Jordan he
went straight to the wilderdess, to meet and en-
counter this arch-foe of all righteousness. As Jesus
went into His baptism, He said to John: * Thus it
beconieth us to fulil all righteousness ”” (Matt, iii.
15). For, in figure and representation, His baptism,
as a type of His Cross, in death, burial and re-
surrection, was truly the fulfilment of all righteous-
ness. On that ground, then, He encounters the one
who is the embodiment of all umrighteousness.
And it is nndet the anointing tiat He does it. The
Spirit of Holiness, the Boly Spirit, takes the Right-
eous One to encounter the universality of unright-
eousness, as represeuted by Satan, there in the
wilderness. I say, it is most impressive and in-
structive to note that that was the very first thing
after the baptism and anointing.

Now the method of Satan is always to bring
about a link with his State, a link with his king-
dom, thereby achieving his object of effecting a
link with his defilement. Remember that! Let me
repeat it: the object of Satan is always to bring
about, ii possible, some complicity, some touch,
some link with, or some foothold in, his own un-
holy kingdom, or Staie, or condition. That is
what was happening in that battle in which the
Lord Jesus found Himself. All the time, Satan,
from one angle and another, was moving round,
trying to involve that Righteous One in his unright-

50
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eous kingdom, We are not going to argue out these
three temptations, but it is perfectly clear. At last
it comes out: ‘If Thou wilt worship me’ (Matt.
iv. 9; Luke iv. 7). * If only You will recognise me,
accept me, give me a place '—* If only Thou wilt
worship me, all this will 1 give Thee!’ In other
words, “ If only I can get You on to ny ground, I
have spoiled Your kingdom, spoiled You: 1 have
established myself, if I can but make that link.
Blessed be God, that Holy and Riglteous One
saw through it all, and said, in effect: ‘ No, not
a hoof—mnot one iota. Nothing for Satan,” “ The
prince of the world cometh: and he hath nothing
iq me ” (John xiv. 30). That is victory, absolute
victory.

THE PRINCIPLE OF
NON-CONTAMINATION

Remember, then—what was true in His case is
always true. Satan is ever seeking to find some way
in which he can link us in with his kingdom, which
is his power, by getting us on to his ground. Hence
all those Old Testament prescriptions made by
God against contamination, against mixiure :
“ Thou shalt not plough with an ox and an ass
together ”* (Deut. xxii. 10). Nothing wrong with the
ass, as such, for Jesus rode upon an ass, and we
read in the Bible of the ass serving many a good
purpose. But from God’s standpoint they belong to
two realms, two kingdoms, they represent two
orders of life, and He says that you cannot mix
them up. The work of God must not be done on
the basis of a mixture of two things which belong
to two different kingdoms and realms,

“Thou shalt not wear a mingled stuff, wool and
linen rogether ™ (Deut. xxii. 11)—they belong to
two different kingdoms. There is nothing wrong
with wool in itself: God clothed the man and wife
with the skins of animals—that is, in principle,
with wool ; and I suppose all the patriarchs wore
woollen garments. But here it is forbidden that the
animal and vegetable Bbres be woven together to
form a ‘ mingled stuff . They belong to two realms,
and God is simply saying this: You must not try
to bring together things that do not belong to each
other. It is a foreshadowing of this great principle
of distinctness, separation, non-contamination,

When the remnant eame back from captivity,
for the rebuilding of the temple and wall, as we
read in the books of Ezra and Nehemizh, the
whole thing headed up to this—the mixed
marriages (Ezra ix, x; Neh. xiii. 23-31). And
when that was settled. the books close ; that is the
end, it is all right ; how we have got to the point—
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That is what they were doing. “ After that he
had given commandment through the Holy Spirit
.. .” The first part of that ‘* commandment > was
to wait until endued with the Spirit. The writer
almost immediately continues: “He charged them
not to depart from Jerusalem . . .” (Acts i. 2, 4).

MAY — JUNE, 1958

* After he had given commandment through the
Holy Spirit . . . They are obeying His command :
that is, they are there, as men with many, many im-
perfections, but open, diligent, committed, earnest,
ready, waiting on Him, The Holy Spirit saw a way
in them, and He came, and took the way He found.
T. A-S.

THE FRAGRANCE OF CHRIST

“ And the Lord said unto Moses, Take unto thee
sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum ;
sweet spices with pure frankincense : of each shall
there be a like weight ; and thou shaly make of it
incense, a perfume after the art of the perfumer,
seasoned with salt, pure and holy : and thou shalt
beat some of it very small, and pur of it before the
testimony in the tent of meeting, where I will meet
with thee : it shall be unto you most holy, And the
incense which thou shalt make, according to the
compaosition thereof ye shall not make for your-
selves ; it shall be unto thee holy for the Lord”
{Exodus xxx. 34 — 37).

“ But thanks be unto God, which always leadeth us
in triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest through
us the fragrance of his knowledge in every place.
For we are a sweet fragrance of Christ unto
God . .."” (Il Corinthians ii. 14, 15).

ALL that we do should be fragrant with what we
are. And what we are should be  a sweet fragrance
of Christ’. There can be no question about the
fragrance of the Lord Jesus. It was a part of His
very nature. Wherever He went, whatever He did.
whatever He said, the precious perfume of another
world accompanied Him. It literally was that—the
fragrant atmosphere of heaven. The secret was in
His origin: He had come ‘out of the ivory
palaces’; but, even more than that, He had a
heavenly nature, a nature redolent with the beauti-
ful perfume of the eternal glory. Moreover, the
human walk on earth was so essentially one of
communion with the Father, that He never ap-
peared before men without a lingering sweetness
of the Sanctuary about Him. And, like the incense,
He was * beaten very small’; His fragrance was
the result of His life of suffering. The Word tells us
that “ we are a sweet fragrance of Christ”. We
certainly ought to be. It will not be out of place for
us to enquire if we really are.

FRAGRANCE CANNCT BE DESCRIBED

Such an enqguiry is made difficult by reason of
the fact that perfume is indescribable. In the nat-
ural world this is so. We recognise and enjoy the

B
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comforting, satisfying, pervasive sweetness of what
is fragrant, but no human words can adequately
convey the effect of a sweet scent. It can be recog-
nised, but it cannot be described. The incense had
an unmistakable scent. No doubt, if any of the
priests had detected it anywhere outside of the
Sanctuary, they would have immediately set to
work to punish the offender, Even in the remotest
corner of the camp, even In the darkest and most
hidden secret place, any imitation of the sacred
incense must have been discovered at once. There
would be no mistaking it. For us, happily, there is
no blame, but only praise, if the fragrance of the
Sanctuary is discovered in our dwelling. But how
can we explain it, except by comparing it with
other perfumes? What is it like? we ask. The
fragrance of Christ is like the Father. It conveys
the sweetness of the Father’s love, the glory of the
Father’s character, the desirable loveliness of the
Father’s goodness. All that we can say is that this
fragrance was the quality which brougiit the Pres-
ence of God to men. And all that we can say to
describe the fragrance of a truly spiritual life is
that it reminds men of Christ, it brings the atmo-
sphere of His Presence near to men.

1T CANNOT BE MEASURED

We cannot measure fragrance. Nor do we nced
to do so. It is altogether a matter of quality, not of
quantity. The world in which we live is a world
which tends to value :everything according to its
magnitude. Even in the realm of spiritual things
we are all too prone {o enquire first about dimen-
sions, and to prize that which is big and impressive.
Fragrance cannot be treated in this way. A very
little scent can fill a whole room. A very small
quantity can exert a widespread influence. God
shows little interest in the things which seem so
impressive to men. He is not asking us to be what
the world calls *big” or “successful’. What He does
seek is that which brings back to Him something
of the sweet and satisfying perfume of the char-
acter of His Son. It is *“ to God ”, in the first place,
that we are 10 be a sweet fragrance of Christ, and if
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against this background of real and urgent need
that these messages are presented. I want to stress
that there is something very practical in this.

For after all, it just amounts to one thing: Where
is the Lord? Just that: Where is the Lord? where
shall we find the Lord? How are we going to know
the Lord unreservedly with us? And that contains
this further sericus question: How far is the Lord
able to support this and that—to come in and
undertake, to show His power, show Himself
mighty? That really is the heart of the whole
matter. Is there a limitation upon the Lord, that He
cannot do these things, because of certain obsta-
cles? It is of supreme importance, then, that we
should know and understand the ground on which
the Lord will show His mighty Arm in these days,
on behalf of His people, on behalf of His Church,
on behalf of His work.

When, thercfore, we ask the question: What
does it really mean for the Arm of the Lord to be
revealed? we find in the Word of God two or three
things, holding a very large place there, in many
forms of expression, which answer that question.—
But first may I pause again to say, in parenthesis,
that the message of Isaiah liii is the answer to
everything ! Perhaps we think we know Isaiah liii ;
perhiaps we could even recite it I venture to suggest
that we know very little about that chapter. It 1s
the most comprehensive chapter in the whole Bible.
If we were able to read it with real spirituai com-
prehension, we should find that, in that one chap-
ter, all our questions are answered ; all cur needs
are met ; ali our problems are solved! The Bible
is comprehended by Isaiah tiii, and in what follows
1 am keeping within the compass of that chapter.

(1) THE VINDICATION OF
A COURSE TAKEN

Now, 1 find that the first thing that is meant by
the Arm of the Lord on behalf of His people is
this: it means the vindication of the course that
they have taken. If you turn to your Bible with
that in mind, you will find how much there is that
gathers around it, You will agree that it is a very
important matter, that the course that we have
taken should be proved at the end to have been the
right one. There could be nothing more terrible
and tragic thap that, having taken a course, and
given ourselves and all that we have to it, poured
out our lives in it and for it, we should find at the
end that we have been wrong, and that the Lord is
not able to vindicate the course that we have taken.
It is plainly of the utmost importance that the
course that we have taken should, in the end, re-
ceive the Divine approval—that over against every-

C 57
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thing, in spite of everything, from men and from
demons, God should be able to say: ‘ That man was
right!” That, after all, was the vindication of Job,
was it not? How much that man met of miscon-
struction and misrepresentation! But in the end
God said, * My servant Job is right’ ; and it is no
small thing to have God say that. In Isaiah liii it is
that: the vindication of a course taken, in spite of
everything,. And that ‘in spite of everything’
amounts to a good deal in that chapter, does it
net?—an overwhelming weight of contradiction
and misunderstanding ; but, in the end, the Servant
is vindicated ; God says He was right. “ To whom
is the arm of the Lord revealed?” To rhat One—
to that One!

That thought runs everywhere through the Bible,
in relation to all the great men of faith, as they
walked with God. What a difficult way they went !
But in the end, God said, not in word oaly, but in
very, very practical vindication, ‘ He was right, he
was right.” That is the meaning of the Arm of the
Lord. That is what I want when 1 ask for the Arm
of the Lord: * O Lord, that I may take such a way
with You that, in the end, You may be able to
stand by that way and say: He was right.” Do you
want that? There is no value in anything that does
not work out like that.

(2) THE ABIDING FRUIT OF A LIFE

A second thing that 1 see to be the meaning, or
evidence, of the Arm of the Lord, is in the abiding,
spiritual fruit of a life. In Isaiah lii. 10 we read :
*“He shall see his seed "—that 1s. His abiding
spiritual seed ; the life that was in Him now per-
petuated and established, indestructible, in new
forms of expression. Of what value is it if, when
we have Llived our lives here, and done our work,
and have gone, that is the end of everything?—a
memory, growing more and more indistinct, fading
into the past? It may be true to that very depress-
ing verse that some people like to sing:

‘Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away ;
They fly, forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day —
but that is pessimisih to the last degree! That
ought not to be our heritage. It ought not to be
true of any servant of the Lord that he is ‘for-
gotten’, ‘ borne away ’, passed out, nothing left, a
vapour, No, “ he shall see his seed . The Arm of
the Lord on behalf of any true servant of the Lord
ought to mean that, when the form of service and
expression, the vessel and the framework, which
were only temporary, have gone, there is some-
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thing intrinsic, indesiructible, that goes on and ever
on, and will be found in Heaven, abiding for
eternity. That is the Arm of the Lord! That is the
vindication of life, and that is what you and I
covet, is it not? Surely, that is the only thing to
justify our having lived at all! Not that we did all
kinds of things, and that there was much to show
even while we were here, but that, when we are
gone, the work goes on, there is a seed that lives
on—an imperishable spiritual seed.

That is what the Bible means by ‘ the Arm of
the Lord *, It is the Lord giving His seal, the Lord
involved in things. The Arm of the Lord establishes
what is of Him, as something which cannot be de-
stroyed, Do you not want the Arm of the Lord in
that way? We all desire that there shonld be spirit-
val fruitfulness, spiritual increase, no stagnation,
no end, but a going on. We can see that, can we
not, in the case of all the true servants of the Lord
—that the Lord came in after they bad gone. and
stood by their ministry. He stood by Jeremiah
when Jeremiah was gone: * that the word of the
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom-
plished, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus
king of Persia, that he made a proclamation . . .”
(Il Chron. xxxvi. 22 ; Ezra 1. 1 ; Dan. ix. 2). Paul
has ministered to the seven churches in Asia, and
now Paul is gone ; but the Lord comes back to the
seven churches to vindicate the ministry of His
servant (Acts xix. 10, 26 ; Rev. i —iii). That is the
Arm of the Lord—that He does not allow what
has been of Himself in any servant’s life to perish.
It is established. (Compare also what is said of
Samuel, in I Samuel ifi. 19, 20 and xxviii. 17.)

THE PRINCIPLES OF
THE REVEALING OF HIS ARM

Now we come back to our initial question: What
are the principles upon which the Arm of the Lord
will be revealed? As I have said, we think we are
very familiar with the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah.
But when we rcad it, we are usually so taken up
with those vividly descriptive words concerning
the sorrows and the sufferings and the sin-bearing
of the One who is in view, with the Person and the
experiences of this suffering Servant of Jehovah,
that we almost entirely lose sight of the tremendous
significance of that fundamentat opening question:
“ To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” And
yvet the whole chapter would have very little value
and meaning but for that question, Thipk about it
again: Supposing all that is described there—His
sufferings, His sorrows, and His sin-bearing—had
taken place, and then the Arm of the Lord had not
been revealed on His behalf, what were the value
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of it all? It has happened—but where is the vindi-
cation”? What is the verdict of God upon it?

For, although the content of the chapter is so
tremendous, and so overwhelmingly moving in its
tragedy, it all relates to this one thing: “ To whom
is the arm of the Lord revealed?” The aaswer is :
To that very One who is described here in such
vivid detail. The Arm of the Lord is revealed to
the One who, with such fulness and such pathos,
is here brought into view, as the object of all this
tragedy, affiiction, misunderstanding and misrepre-
sentation. It is to that One that the Arm of the
Lord is revealed.

The prophet is viewing the reaction of the whole
world, Israel and Gentile alike, to the report, the
proclamation. “ Who has believed our report?” he
asks. * Who has believed the message that we have
proclaimed?” It is all looking on to the day of the
Son of Man. The messengers have gone out ; the
proclamation has been made—and what a pro-
clamation it was! It was made on the Day of
Pentecost ; it went out from Jerusalem into all the
regions round about. But-—who believed it? What
was the reaction to it, from Israel and the Gen-
tiles? The prophet, in his wonderfully vivid, in-
spited foreknowledge of, and insight into, the
reactions of the world to the message of the Gospel,
asks the question, and answers it in the whole chap-
ter. But he asks also : “ To whom is the arm of the
Lord revealed?” The world has so reacted ; the vast
majority have refused and rejected the message ;
they have put a totally false construction upon
the afthctions of the Suffering One. Nevertheless, it
is to this One that the Arm of the Lord is revealed :
it is alongside of this One that Jehovah stands,

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD

And that leads us to the whole comprehensive
context of the question. The wider context takes us
back to chapter xli: * Behold my servant, whom
I uphold ; my chosen, in whom my soul delight-
eth: 1 have put my spirit upon him ; he shall bring
forth judgement to the Gentiles,” and so on. But
that phrase, “ Behold my servant,” brings us also
to the immediate context of our chapter liii, for we
find it echoed, as it were, in verse 13 of chapter lii.
There ought, in fact, never to have been a break
between 1ii. 15 and liii. 1, for this whole section
really begins at verse 13: “ Behold, my servant
shall deal wisely, he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.” We are thus brought into
the wider context of the servant of the Lord, and of
what real service to the Lord is: that is, what is
that serviee that the Lord vindicates, what is that
servanthood that the Lord stands by, You and. ]
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sense, that very often we are not so happy to be a
part of something larger ; we want attention to
focus down upon ourselves: if it focuses down on
us we are happy! To have to say: ‘ I'm just a bit
of something more ; 1 am only a bit of something ’
—well, that is not very interesting! Ah, but the
Arm of the Lort is bound up with the larger thing,
of which we are perhaps only small bits, and we
come into the value of the Arm of the Lord as
parts of that whole. For instance, if the Arm of the
Lord is with a local company, we shall only find
the Arm of the Lord for ourselves as we are really
integrated into that local company. If we take an
independent and personal line we may not find the
Arm of the Lord ; the Lord will not stand by us
on that ground at all. It is a very important thing
that we should let go our own independence and
individualism (though not, of course, our individu-
ality) into that in which the Lord is finding His
fullest interest and concern. We should live for
that, for it is there that we shall find the Arm of the
Lord.

RELATED (3) TO THE VINDICATION
OF GOD’S SON

And finally, for the moment, the Arm of the
Lord, with all that it means, is inseparably bound
up with the vindication of His Son. That is a test
of our lives! Paul said : * For me to live is Christ .

MAY — JUNE, 1958

and God has vindicated Paul. What enemies he
had in his own life-time, and how many more he
has had since, and still has! I think nothing has
been left untried in efforts to discredit the Apostle
Paul ; but he has a greater place to-day than he
has ever had in history. The Arm of the Lord is
with that man! Why? Because for him to live was
Christ. He had one all-absorbing concern—the
vindication of God’s Son, Read again Paul’s sad,
bitter words about his earlier life against the Lord
Jesus. Again and again he tells us of what he did :
how he persecuted the Church, how he haled men
and women to prison ; but now his whole being, to
the last ounce of his strength. is set upon vindicat-
ing the One whom he persecuted, and God is with
him.

Remember that! A life really poured out for the
vindication of God’s Son will have God with it.
1f we are serving ourselves, or some piece of work,
trying to make something go and be successful,
God may leave us to carry the whole responsibility,
and all the troubles associated with it. But let us
have a passion for the honour, the glory, the Name
of His Son, and God will take care of the rest.

“To whom is the arm of the Lord tevealed?”
These are a few of the things which answer the
question, We shall find that Arm revealed on the
ground of the Cross, on the ground of the Name,
and on the ground of the Glory of the Lord Jesus.

T. A-S.

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
A LONG-DISTANCE CALL

MANY years ago two young men worked
together in Edinburgh as representatives of a
London newspaper. They not only worked to-
gether, but lived together also, for they shared a
flat at the top of the building where their office was
sitnated.

Naturally a newspaper man expects to have to
work at night if necessary, so one of them had
always to be on duty, ready at any hour to answer
calls on the private telephone which came direct
from their London Office,

Now Thomas, the younger of them, was a very
heavy sleeper, so much so that an ordinary tele-
phone bell in the office would not have roused him.
The only remedy was to have a specially loud bell
for the private ling, and to have it connected to his
bedroom. So loud was this bell, and so near, that
even he could not sleep through it, and could be
relied on to wake up when London called.

One night when Thomas was on duty his friend,

James, went out to a party and stayed out very
late. When at last he reached their flat and felt for
his key, what was his dismay to find that he had
forgotten to bring it. There he stood outside the
building, searching in this pocket and in that, yet
knowing all the time that the search was hopeless,
for the key was up in the top flat. And up there too
was his companion, sunk in such a deep sleep as to
be as senseless as the metal key.

Bang! Bang!! Bang!!! James hammered away
at the knocker, but all in vain. It seemed likely to
wake up the rest of the city but to have no effect at
all on Thomas. What couid James do? He grew
colder and more tired at every knock, and was
almost in despair about getting into his home,
when suddenly he had an idea. It would mean
another walk, he told himself, and it would be ex-
pensive too, but it was the only way. So he left off
knocking and plodded down the street again.

Upstairs in the flat a loud bell began to ring. As

61



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 36 - Searchable

A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

Thomas rose to answer the call, still more than
half asleep, he began to wonder what the Head
Office wanted this time. Was it a fire? Or a rob-
bery? Or even a murder? What had the voice from
London to say to him? He was a very surprised
young man when the voice just said: “ Go down
and open the door!” “ Why?” asked Thomas,
“what 1s the matter?” ““ James is shut out”, the
answer came back, “ and has sent a long-distance
call all the way from Edinburgh, asking us to tell
you to open the door for him!”

Not long after this James came back to the door
and found Thomas waiting to open it. In he went,
very thankful to be home at last, but they were no
sooner upstairs than Thomas began to reason with
him, * Fancy ealling all the way to London to get
me to open the door! All those hundreds of miles
when 1 was so near! Why didn’t you knock at
the door?” Smilingly James replied, “ I knocked
as hard as I could, but it had no effect. Only
London could wake you. I found that the only
way to reacih you was via Headquarters; the
long distance was the quickest way, in fact it was

the only way. It was costly, but it worked!”

Have you ever tried to get someone to open their
heart’s door to let Jesus in? Do you not find that
50 often they seem o be sound asleep, like
Thomas? Nothing that you can say seems to rouse
them. Try putting in a long-distance call. It may
seem a long way to Heaven and back. and prayer
may be costly, but this is the quickest way to make
them know that the Lord Jesus is waiting to enter.
We need to learn to use the long-distance call of
prayer, asking the Lord to speak right into their
inner chamber through His private line. This may
rouse them when nothing else will. Like Thomas,
they will hear a voice telling them to go down and
open the door, for it is the Lord Jesus who waits
to make His home in their heart., He Himself
promised, *“ If any man hear my voice and open
the door, I will come in to him” (Revelation 3. 20).
Our words may not have any effect on them. We
must learn the secret of speaking to them by way
of the Head Office, reaching them via the Throne
of Grace.

H.F.

THE KINGDOM AND THLE CHURCH
(Translated from the Chinese)

Reading : Matthew vi, 9, 10; Luke xvii. 20, 21 ;
Marthew xxviii. 18 -20; Acts ii. 33, 36; v. 31;
Marthew vii. 21 - 23.

THE Scriptures emphasize to us that the one
problem in the universe is the problem of authority.
While many people admit thag God is the Mighty
One, and that He is in authority in the universe,
yet very few really let Him exercise His authority.
We barely need to open our eyes before we see
that, throughout the entire earth, men will not
submit to His government, This violation of His
authority on the earth is the result of Satan’s revolt
against His authority in Heaven,

It is made clear to us by the Holy Spirit that
God must exercise His authority if His purpose 1s
to be realised. If a person is to accomplish any-
thing, he must have authority in relation to that
thing ; if he loses authority in any direction. then
in that direction he is impotent, In like manner, if
God is to execute His purpose, then He must have
utter authority.

When the Lord Jesus taught us to pray, He set
this matter clearly before us. He showed that, if
God’s will was to be done on earth as in Heaven,
it was essential that His Kingdom come ; and the
coming of His Kingdom implies the exercise of
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His authority. The extent to which God’s purpose
can be carried out will depend upoun the extent to
which His authority can operate.

Satan’s rebellion has been directed with amazing
precision, He has not dissipated his energy in a
thousand different directions, but has concentrated
all his activity at one point—the overthrow of
God’s throne. True, Satan has done a nmiltitude of
different things; but all his doings have been
governed by one principle, one idea, one objective
——the subversiot of the Divine authority.

A MATTER OF AUTHORITY

What is rebellion? It is resistance to authority.
The entire universe should be under Divine govern-
ment, for only under the Divine government can
the Divine will be made effective. Satan aimed
directly at the target when he violated God’s
authority. From Isaiah xiv we see that he songh
to usurp God’s place in the universe by setting
aside God’s throne and sceking to establish his
own. From that time onward, the one problem in
the universe has been the problem of authority.
Do you remember what the Lord Jesus said when
He was arrested? He said: “ This is your hour,
and the authority of darkness™ (Luke xxii. 53b).
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a question of authority (Matt. vii. 29). And so also
was His arrest. When men (ried to take His life
they were impotent (John xviii, 6). Not till He
Himself permitted it could they arrest Him. He
was a Man under Divine authority, so He was a
Man who could wicld authority.

To-day this principle still obtains. We shall
exercise the authority of God only to the extent to
which we are subject to His authority. Whether at
home or in the Church, the measure in which we
come under authority will determine the measure
in which we exercise authority, If the anthority of
God is to rest on any man, that man must be sub-
ject to God’s authority.

‘A MAN UNDER AUTHORITY'’

We know that the Lord Jesus accomplished
God’s will on the earth. But how did He accom-
plish it? He accomplished it by means of authority.
The Lord was a Man under authority. He was also
a Man /n authority. His life was the Kingdom of
God in expression, and so God’s purpose could be
accomplished through His life. And so it is to-day.
Wherever a man comes wnder the authority of
God, through that man the authority of God is
exercised, and /n that man the Kingdom of God is
set forth, Thus God’s will is accomplished. When
the Lord Jesus came among men, the Kingdom of
God and the authority of God came among men.
He brought God’s Kingdom and God’s authority
to the earth.

One day He died. When He rose again, He said
to His disciples: “ All authority hath been given
unto me in heaven and on earth™ (Matt. xxvit. 18).
All this was His before the creation of the world ;
but, because * the Word became flesh,” it was not
until after His resurrection from the dead that He
as Man entered into all the reality of the authority
given Him before the creation. What He was really
saying to His disciples after the resurrection was
this: ‘From now on 1 am going to be in dominion;
from now on 1 am going to establish My Kingdom
among men.’

Do vyon realise that, from the timte Satan
rebelled, and then drew men after him in rebellion
against God, God seemed to have no way out?
Now God has found the way! His Son has become
Man ; this Man, who has subjected Himself to the
aunthority of God, can wield the authority of God.
This Man died, but this Man rose again ; and into
His hands was committed all authority in Heaven
and on earth, God always had authority, but He
had no man to wield it. Now God had got His Man
—a Man risen from the dead. And to this Man He
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has committed all authority, in order that this Man
may wicld it on His behalf. God has made this
Man King, that this Man may establish God’s
Kingdom in the universe.

DISCIPLES ARE DISCIPLINED ONES

How weighty were those words that the Lord
Jesus spoke to His disciples: * All authority hath
been given unto me in heaven and on earth.” And
now He is going to assert His authority in order
to establish the Kingdom of God on earth among
men, But how will men react? They will rebel and
repudiate authority! What then? Then you must
go and “ make disciples of all the nations”. We
usually apply those words to the preaching of the
gospel. But the Lord’s words went further than
the preaching of the gospel. He said: “ Make
disciples . We must uvnderstand the difference
between disciples and believers. Anyone who is
saved is a believer ; a disciple is not just a believer,
but one who is disciplined, one who has been
brought under control. * Make disciples ™ means :
* Bring men under My discipline. Bring them into
subjection to Me. Bring them under My govern-
ment.” Matthew xxviii is not just a commission to
preach the gospel. It is a commission to bring rebels
into submission to Christ. Tt is a commission to go
to men with the gospel of the Kingdom, that there-
by they may be able to submit {p the avthority of
Christ and be disciplined under His government.

But why did Christ require this? Because He
wanted to establish a Kingdom on the earth among
men. Ang this desire of His did not relate to the
future. The Lord Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel said :
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the age.” The Lord Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel
never left the earth, but remained in the midst of
His disciples to reign among them, And when He
commissioned them to * make disciples of all the
nations,” He added, * teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever 1 commanded you.” That im-
plied bringing them then and there under His
government and estabiishing His Kingdom among
them.

Of course we acknowledge that the Lord Jesus
ascended to Heaven, and that He will return to set
up His Kingdom on the earth, In Psalm ii il is
written: “7T have set my King upon my holy hill
of Zion.” And in Acts we read that He has been
exalted by the right hand of God, and that God has
made Him both Lord and Christ, But how do we
know that all this has taken place in Heaven? Peter
gives us the answer: “ Being therefore by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of the
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

who failed and who —to use the translation of the
Revised Standard Version, which 1 rather like—
were ‘ re-worked . In that version it says: * He re-
worked it’, “ We are his workmanship ”, we have
read in Ephesians. It would be difficult to know
where to begin and where to finish with the men
who broke down and whom He re-worked.

(6) DAVID

But let us take one more from the Old Testa-
ment, who is gqnite an outstanding illustration and
example—none other than David himself. We
know the fifty-first Psal, That Psalm is a Psalm
of David—-the cry of a heart overwhelmed with the
consciousness of its failure, its breakdown, its sin.
A great sob is rising out of that Psalm ; and we
know, from the history that lay behind it, that there
was good cause for David to weep before God,
confessing his sins, crying: “ Create in me a clean
heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit within me ™
(v. 10). We know the tragedy of David’s life, the
breakdown. Oh, this clay was indeed marred in the
hands of the Potter, He failed, he broke down:
from one standpoint he became a tragedy. You are
amazed that the man was capable of such actions—
until you know your own heart.

But look again. Did God discard, did Ged cast
away? God did not give him up. He made the ves-
sel again, so that the David that comes down to us
to-day is not the David of the failure, but another
one. He is the David of honour, the greatest of
Israel’s kings, * the sweet psalmist of Israe] ™ (11
Sam. xxiii, 1), the David of our beloved Psalms—
what should we do without the Psalms of David?
And listen: “1I have found David . . . a man after
my own heart ” (Acts xiii, 22)! Is it possible to say
anything more, anything greater than that?

(7) PETER

If we pass out of the Old Testament into the
New, at once there leap on to the stage men who
embody this great principle. What about Peter?
Did Peter break down? Was Peter poor stuff? 1h
one breath—* If I must die with thee, 1 will not
deay thee ” (Mark xiv. 31), and in the next breath
—*T tell you I know not the man’ (v. 71)}—deny-
ing his Lord with caths. We do not like talking
about men in this way, bringing up their faults, but
we have to see that dark side in order to see the
marvel of Divine grace. Here is Peter: did that
clay disclose flaws, seeming unworkableness, re-
sistance? Hear him speaking to his Lord, to his
Master: “ This shall never be unto thee ” (Matt.
xvi. 22)! “Not so, Lord . . .” (Acts x, 14). There
is something there in the clay.

But what a Peter we have to-day, have we not?
That is not the Peter we have—the old story of the
clay that broke down. Remember that! The Peter
we have now is a very different Peter. Wonderful
help and inspiration come from his two letters in
the New Testament ; we love to read them, We
love to see him standing up on the day of Pente-
cost ; we love to see him later, dragged before the
rulers, standing on both his feet and challenging
them with all courage and boldness. What a
changed picture from that fireside denial in the
courtyard, when his Lord was standing trial for
His life! What a change! Yes: * He re-worked it °;
‘He made it again, as i seemed good to the Potter.’
And we can only say, ‘ It was good, and it is good.”

(8} JOHN MARK

Take one other example from the New Testa-
ment—a young man by the name of John Mark.
He lived in Jerusalem, evidently in a godly home,
in the very place where the Lord Himself and His
disciples were wont to gather and to have their
fellowship. They had no doubt wonderful times in
that home ; and John Mark tived there, The day
came when Barnabas and Paul took this young
man with them on rtheir great missionary journey
{Acts xiii. 5b), From town to town and city to city
Joha Mark saw the wonderful things that God was
doing, beheld the wondrous works of the Lord.
But it was strenuous going, it was costly ; and,
when he reached a certain point on the journey, he
said, * I am not going any further. I can stand no
more of this, I am going home.” The narrative tells
us that he left them and went back to Jerusalem
(v. 13b). The clay has given out, it has broken
down ; the stamina been found wanting,

And that is not all. When he reflected upon it, I
wonder what his thoughis were. I am quite sure
that they were very gloomy reflections. “Oh, I
have made a mess of things!” And then, on a later
occasion: * To think that I have been the cause of
separation between these two great men—RBarnabas
and Saul, I have been the occasion of their parting
asunder and the end of their united missionary
activity * (Acts xv, 37 - 40). For that is indeed what
happened over him.

Those are things which might well lead to
gloomy reflections and a hopeless outlook. The
clay seems to have been marred and spoiled. But
that is not the end of the story. You know how the
story finishes, Even Paul says: ‘ Bring Mark ; for
he is profitable to me * (I Tim. iv. 11b). There are
some lovely things said about this young man in
the end. He is recovered, restored, recommissioned,
in full-time service ; and it is he who has given us

68
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

the whole structure of the church rests, then it is
very important that we know what it is. And
firstly, as to character.

(1) TRANSPARENCY

Light is transparency ; light is clearness ; light is
absolute purity ; light is honesty ; light is open-
ness of character, Light hides nothing ; its whole
action and nature is conttrary to hiding anything.
It has nothing to hide; it shows everything; it
shows all: in other words, it is not deceitful. It
does not want to cover anything, or to pretend or
make believe that something is other than what it
is. Light is single; it is not double ; there is no
duplicity about light. And light is just—light!
There is ‘ no darkness at all* where there is dight.

Now, we have pointed out that the City--which,
as we so well know, is one of the titles of Christ
corporate, Christ and His members, the Church—
is characterized by everything that speaks of the
nature of light. It is characterized, as a whole, by
crystal clearness ; it is like “a jasper stone, clear
ag crystal ” (Rev, xxi, 11). Its street is of pure,
transparent gold (v. 21b). The water of its river is
bright as crystal (xxii. i). Everything about it is
of the nature of light. It has so much light in its
character, that it has no need of the sun. The light
is in its own constitution. It takes iis character
from the Lamb, who is * the lamp thereof ™ (xxi.
23b). You can see through this City, and every-
thing in it. Perhaps we should not like to live in
transparent houses on this earth! But when you
live in this City, to adopt the figure. you will not
be ashamed for amybody to see what is going on :
you will not need to hide anything. You can just
“see through it’. All the sin whieh produces
cloudiness and murkiness, indefiniteness, mists
and fogs, and all that sort of thing, will have been
finaily abolished—* there will be no night there ”
(v. 25).

These things, as you will recognise, are symbolic
terms. They show symbolically what the Holy
Spirit has come to do, in men and women, and in
the creation. He has come to bring about in human
nature a condition like that. He has undertaken a
tremendons task! He is the Spirit of Light—that
is His character—and the purpose of His presence
is to bring to an end everything that is of the
nature of darkness, How many shades and aspects
of darkness there are!-—a whole vocabulary of
words, The Spirit has come to bring all that to an
end by applying the Cross, in which it was all
brought to an end in the Person of the Lord Jesus ;
to work out the meaning of the Cross in our lives,
so that everything that belongs to that kingdom of

76

darkness is removed: so that in the end, with us
too, there is no darkness at all.

Is that really what we think of, when we think
of having, receiving, being filled with the Holy
Spirit? Here again, perhaps, a little re-shaping of
our ideas is called for. It is true that He is many
other things, as well as light: He is the Spirit of
Power, He is the Spirit of Wisdom ; yes, He is
many other things ; buf, with them all, He is this.
And we must not make more of those  demonstra-
tion * aspects of the Spirit, in power, in gifts and
capacities, in works, than we do of His character
side. If He really does His work in you and in me,
He will make us to be people who can bear to be
‘ looked into * without any fear, without any draw-
mg of the blinds. Qur lives and our motives will
bear looking into,

The Holy Spirit knows us, He knows us, We
cannot deceive Him ; we cannot, as we say, ¢ hood-
wink * Him ; He knows us through and through.
We must therefore give the Holy Spirit credit for
dealing with us according to a knowledge of us
beyond our own. Looking inside us, He has seen
something that is contrary to His own nature ; He
has found something that does not answer to His
character of absolute transparency, and He is deal-
ing with that.

We often think that sincerity on our part is all
that is called for: we have only got to be ® sincere ”
in order to satisfy God. (I would remind you that
there is, in any case, a difference between sincerity
and reality.) But Saul of Tarsus was the most
‘ sincere * man alive in his day, and yet he was the
most mistaken. Sincerity may be required, may be
very important, and it is ; but do not let us deceive
ourselves with our sincerity, and say that because
we are downright sincere, then we nust be right ;
that is not the case. The Spirit may require sincer-
ity to open the door, for anything that is insincere
meats a closed door to the Holy Spirit. But, after
all, it is ondy an opening of the door, so that He
may come in and then begin to show us that,
‘sincere’ as we were, we were wrong after all.

It is exactly what happened with Paul, is it not?
“T verily thought , . . that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth ™
{Acts xxvi. 9). ° I verily thought that I ought to do

*: absolutely sincere, absolutely conscientious,
and yet so ignominiously mistdken and wrong—
until the Light came, Then he saw it. You sce the
point. The Holy Spirit does not just accept our
sincerity as the everything. He comes perhaps
through that door; then He begins His work of
showing that even our purest motives were prob-
ably mixed ; our most sincere intentions were
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we have no reason to doubt that her knowledge of
Him was real—but it was not enough. Nobody
knows the suffering which she and her sister en-
dured, except those who have been brought the
same way. It is painful, but it is absolutely essen-
tial—this new realisation that all our past know-
ledge of Him is not enough for now. It is thus that
we come to know the eternal fulness of the great
‘I AM”.

FACED WITH THE IMPOSSIBLE
What it amounts to it this: that, in order to
learn the meaning of the Divine * 1 AM’, we have
to go into circumstances which are the very oppo-
site of what He is: we have to come face to face
with the impossible. There is no other way of
learning that Jesus IS the Bread of life than to find
ourselves starving in the wilderness. After all, it
was Jesus who precipitated that condition among
the multitude. It might be argued, and correctly so,
that He could have foreseen their need and sent
them away earlier. From one point of view it need
not have been. Yet, from the spiritual point of
view, if they were to prove Him, it had to be, How
often our circumstances are like that! A ftrial
arises which need not have been. A need appears
which the Lord could easily have averted. Had we
been in charge of our own affairs, or if we were
allowed to order the affairs of those whom we love,
how often would we take steps to ensure that these
desperate crises should never arise. In one sense it
need not have been, But in another it had to be.

JULY — AUGUST, 1958

That was the only way in which the Lord could
lead us to a new discovery of His being in reality
the T AM .

Surely the blind man, when he received his sight,
received at long last the answer to a question which
must have been nagging him for years. ‘ Why did
this happen? Why did it have to be me?’ In the end
the answer was both simple and satisfying. 1t was
that he might prove the words: ‘I AM the Light of
the world . For the rest of his life he must have
gone round declaring that it was worth it—well
worih it! Those who had been afflicted with hunger
in the wilderness knew afterwards how worthwhile
it had all been. The blind man, worshipping Jesus
in the light, would be crying, Hallelujah! It was
worth it! And Lazarus, Martha—yes, and even
Mary, would doubtless say the same, though they
would say it in a deeper way, for theirs had been a
deeper experience. For them, too, it was an ex-
perience which need not have been. Their biggest
problem with the Lord had been about His strange
delay. They felt that He could have come sooner ;
He could have spared them—He could have, but
He did not. Afterwards they understood it all. 1f
they were really to discover something of the ful-
ness in. their great 1 AM°, then this was the only
way,

The Lord tells us beforehand. But it is only when
it ‘ comes to pass’ that we can believe in this deep
and imward way that He is indecd the ‘1 AM’.
Such knowledge may be costly, but it is most
precious. It is this which will make us real disciples.

H.F.

THE ARM OF THE LORD

111

IN this fifty-third chapter of Isaiah (with which we
include the last three verses of chapter lii), we
believe there are to be found certain Divine
thoughts, Divine laws, Divine principles, of abid-
ing and universal application, upon which the Arm
of the Lord can be revealed. We continue our
investigation to discover what these Divine
thoughts are. There are certain things which lie
clearly upon the surfaee, as we have the record
before us.

MANS ATTITUDE TO THE SERVANT
First of all, one thing which is very apparent is

the difference between the attitude of man and the
attitude of God o this suffering Servant of the

83

THE GROUND OF THE REVEALING OF THE ARM

Lord. These two attitudes are very clearly defined,
and represent two entirely different realms. What
is said as to the attitude or judgment of man con-
cerning this One—* My Servant '—falls into two
parts: firstly, that of the Gentiles ; secondly, that
of Israel.

(1) THE GENTILES

The reaction of the Gentiles, on hearing the
report and receiving the description, is found in
those last verses of chapter lii: * Like as many
were astonied at thee, (his visage was so marred
more than any man, and his form more than the
sons of men,} so shall he startle” (for that is the
word, not  sprinkle *) * many nations ; kings shall
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shut their mouths at him : for that which had not
been told them shall they see ; and that which they
had not heard shall they consider.”

The *report’ of Him (mentioned in the next
verse, ch. liii. 1) which has gone forth, has caused
the nations and the kings to be startled. They shut
their mouths in horrified consternation, The de-
scription produces an attitude of dumb amazement
and incredulity. * Who has received the repori?’
Not these! They are incredulous—rthis could never
be the Servant of the Lord! Such an one! ‘ Do you
tell us that this is the servinmt of Jehovah?—that
such a weakling stands within the pale of Divine
approval? Never!” They shut their mouths ; their
jaws are fixed. That is the Gentile reaction.

(2) ISRAEL

(a) AS TO HIS LIFE

What is the attitude of Israel? His whole career
is here brought before us. First of all, as to His
birth and youth, He is described as “ a root out of
a dry ground ”, There was 2 sense in which this
was a true description, for the seed of David had
seemed fo have become very dry,; and yet the
nation is discrediting Him in this way. “ When we
see hint, there is no beauty that we should desire
him ”. There is no shining glory or splendour per-
ceptible in His coming into this world. Who is He,
after all? Where did He come from? Of course we
know more, but you must remember that Matthew
and Luke wrote their records of His birth long
years after He had gone to glory. They had set
themselves with pains to trace His ancestry, and to
find out all the circumstances of His birth, and we
have them in their Gospel narratives. But these
were not common knowledge in Israel. “ Search ”,
they said, ““ and see that out of Galilee ariseth no
prophet” (John vii. 52). “Can any good thing
come out of Nazareth?” (Tohn: i. 46). No, there
wag no carry-over of human glories and grandeurs
into this life naturally ; He was born with no
human prestige.

As to His life—well, in the description here,
there are more negative things than positive ; there
are more handicaps than advantages. He had * no
form ” ; He had no “ comeliness ” ; He had “no
beauty that we should desire him 7, We must not
attempt mental pictures of the appearance of the
Lord Jesus, bat this is how they looked upon Him.
He had a heritage of woes—" a man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief ”. In His life, linked as it
was with the tragedies of human inheritance and
experience, there were only sorrows, griefs and
woes—ithat is how they viewed it ; that was man’s

judgment. In their view there was not one positive
factor about Him that would attest Him as the
chosen and anocinted Servant of the Lord, the
Redeemer and Messiah.

(b} AS TO HIS DEATH

What is Israel’s judgment on receiving the
‘report’ of His death? How does Israel look upon
Him? “ A root out of a dry ground . There is
nothing beautiful or attractive about that: it is the
sort of thing that you might find in the way and
kick out of your path. That is their estimate of it.
“ Despised and rejected "—that is Israel’s judg-
ment. “ A man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief . * Tell us that 1s the Messizh! Tell us that is
the Anointed of the Lord! Tell us that is the
Servant of Jehovah! Tell us that is the Redeemer
of Israel! No, never, a thousand times never!” “ As
one from whom men hide their face he was des-
pised, and we esteemed him not.” [t is not difficult
to visualise the gestures, the attitudes, the looks on
these faces, “ We did esteem him smitten of God
... (" Smitten of God! That is the meaning of His
Cross—He deserved it! God has smitten Him!")
... smitten of God, and afflicted.” * God has put
upon Him the judgment which He deserved and
earned.” “ They made his grave with the wicked ”
—that is, no doubt, what would have happened,
had Joseph of Arimathaea not intervened and
begged His body from Pilate. He would have been
flung into the common grave with the malefactors.

What a full description there is of His death !
“ He was oppressed, yet he humbled himself and
opened not his mouth ; as a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and as a sheep that before her shearers
is dumb ; yea, he opened not his mouth.” He was
like something for the slaughter—terrible, horrible
word! Slaughter! * Smitten of God "—that was
the interpretation of the Cross. “ From . . . judg-
ment he was taken away ”. The fact was that at
that time the judgment was being exercised by Him
over His oppressors: but their view was, ‘He is
rightly deprived of judgment ; all his franchise is
removed, all His rights are eliminated, and
deservedly so.” “ He was cut off out of the land of
the living ”: “ God has just cut Him off—God has
done it!’ This is the judgment of Israel, the judg-
ment of man. Man’s judgment of Divine things,
Divine Persons and Divine works, is based entirely
upon obiective consideration, without any know-
ledge of inward reality.

WHY THESE STRANGE WAYS OF GOD?

Now, when we take all these reactions together,
we find ourselves in the presence of the deep ways
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What immediately follows is the complement of
the end of Isaiah lii (*“ My servang . . . shall be very
high *):

“ Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and
gave unto him the name which is above every
name ..."

What is the basis of the Arm of the Lord being
revealed? To whom . . .7 To these, to these,
described or addressed in this second chapter of
the letter to the Philippians. When you pass into
the third chapter, you find a list of those things in
which man glories, of which man takes account, on
which man builds, as exemplified in the past life of
Paul. But God did not at that time look toward
him in this way of approval and blessing ; He did
not say, ‘I will stand by that man.” He first met
him and laid him low in the dust, broke him and
shattered him ; and then, afterward, He lifted him
up. The principle is so clear. The chief evil with
God is pride ! The chief virtue with God is meek-
ness ! So this is but a confirmation of what we
have i this great chapter in Isaiah. To whom will
the Arm of the Lord be revealed? To this One,
and to those like Him—to those who are of * this
mind that was in Christ Jesus.”

But are we not ever more and more amazed,
when we think of this Servant of the Lord—know-
ing beforehand, as He did, what He was going to

JULY — AUGUST, 1958

experience and suffer, and all that it was going to
mean—being willing to take that course, in order
to redeem us from our pride—the iniquity of our
pride? The root of that word ‘iniquity’ in the
Hebrew means ° perversity’. It was in order to
deliver us from that perversity—really an inward
alliance with Satah, in his pride of heart—that the
Servant of the Lord went down to the depths of
degradation! This gives us a true estimate of
pride: we see what pride is in the eyes of God, as
well as man’s utterly false standard of values, And
surely there opens up to our eyes the infinite value
of sclf-emptiness, of ‘ having no confidence in the
flesh * (Phil. iii. 3), of the “ meek and quiet spirit,
which 1s in the sight of God of great price™ (I
Pet. iii. 4).

So then, if we want the Arm of the Lord for us,
and pot against vs ; if we want its girding, ifs sup-
port, its strength, in our lives, in our fellowships.
our assemblies, and in our service—this is the
ground, Nothing that is a contradiction to this will
find that Arm lifted up on our behalf. He will
leave us to wallow in the mire of our own creating,
until, at the Cross, we are prepared to ‘ pour con-
tempt on aii our pride’, and to find what it means
to be ‘dead to all the world *—most particularly
the world of our own hearts,

T. A-S.

THE CHURCH AND THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST
(Translated from the Chinese)

Reading : Matthew xvi. 18, 19 ; Ephesians ii, 22 ;
I Peter ii. 5; Ephesians iv. 11, 12, I5, 16 ; Colos-
sians ii. 19,

THE New Testament clearly reveals that in this
universe God has focused all His activities on a
building project. He has undertaken many other
tasks, but the work that is central to all His other
work, and the work that is the ultimate, to which
all His other work is directed, is the structure of
which the Lord speaks in Matthew xvi— I will
build My Church.” All the Divine activity in the
universe is directed toward this—the building of
the Church.

The Church is a mystery, a great mystery. If
we know our Bibles, and if we know something
of fellowship with God, then we will know that
this thing called * The Church’ was a secret long
hidden in the heart of God. To state it briefly,
this mystery is God Himself wrought into human-
ity: God Himself wrought into the lives of His
creatures—and fallen creatures at that. But

87

through redemption these creatures have become
partakers of Divine life, and have thereby experi-
enced two creations—creation “in Adam” and
creation “in Christ ”. By the first creation they
have received created life ; by the second creation
they have received uncreated life. By the first
creation they have become possessors of a human
nature ; by the second creation they have become
possessors of a Divine nature. Not only has man
become possessed of two dispositions—the human
and the Divine—but God Himself has taken up
His abode in man. Man in his outer being remains
unchanged: he is still man, truly man ; but into
His inner being has come the heavenly nature, for
the God of Heaven has come to dwell within him.

And God has set to work in this humanity that
men should not be separate units, but be co-
ordinated into one. He wants many men to become
one organic whole, one Body, He wants the many
to be built up into one structure, one House. He
wants them to be brought into such harmony with
Himself that they may become His dwelling-place.
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He wants them to be brought into such correspond-
ence with Christ, that they shall become His Body.
When the work of God is perfected, what we now
see as Christ’s Body, and what we now see as
God’s dwelling, we shall then see as the Bride of
Christ and the City of God, which is His govern-
mental centre. Call this as you will—the Body of
Christ, or the House of God, or the Family of God,
or the Kingdom of God—it is here that all God’s
fulness dwells, and it is this thing that God was
planning in eternity past, before the creation. And
when, in time, God began His creative work, in all
the work of creation He had this goal in view.
Though there was satanic interference, God did
not suspend His activity, but brought in redemp-
tion that the work might be continued ; and when
His Son came to earth He plainly stated that what
He was bent on was the building of the Church.

I trust you have caught a vision of the Church. 1
trust you see how sacred a thing the Church is,
how mysterious, how immense. God has laid hold
of men and has imparted Himself to them ; He has
put Heaven within them and is working to make
them one corporate whole, so that in and through
them He may manifest Himself in all His glory.
This is the task to which God has been bending
all His energies, and it is in the light of this that
we must read again the words of the Lord Jesus :
“T will build my church ™.

‘When I visited Hong Kong recently, as I alighted
from the "plane, a fellow-worker drew my attention
to the high blocks of buildings everywhere. But
what are these buildings in comparison with the
Church? Mere worthless structures! God is put-
ting up a great building in the universe, and He is
using Himself and man as building material. He
is putting Himself into the building ; He is putting
Heaven mto the building ; and into it He is also
putting numbers and numbers of men who have
been saved through the generations. And He is
building all that material together. That was what
the Lord was referring to when He said: “T will
build my church .

But how did He set about this task of building
the Church? By sending the Holy Spirit, and by
giving gifts to the Church, “ He gave some . . .
apostles ; and some, prophets ; and sorthe, evangel-
ists ; and some, pastors and teachers . . . unto the
building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. iv. 11,
12). Alas! while much evangelistic work goes on,
and much work for the edification of believers,
there is little evidence of Church building; yet
God has given cvangelists, prophets and teachers
for the specific purpose of building up the Church.
Oh, that we might realise that this is the one thing
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in the universe that God is after! Thigs is the goal
that all who are seeking to work for Him should
have before them.

BUILDING THE CHURCH

But let us now bring our consideration of this so
lofty theme right down to everyday life, and con-
sider it In its practical aspect. What is the usual
conception of building a church? You open a
place of worship, you introduce people to Christ-
iamity, you get them baptized, you arrange a
variety of meetings, you get things organized a bit
—and you have a ‘church’! 1 do not wisk to
enlarge on this line of things, but I long that the
Lord’s children might realise that what we have
just described is by ne means what is wureant by
building a Church. The building of a Church
means, in the first place, the bringing of men vnder
the authority of the Church’s Head, Before men
are saved they are under the authority of Satan,
and after they are saved they are “ delivered . . .
out of the authority of darkness, and translated
into the kingdom of the Son of his love™ (Col.
i. 13). To be saved is to be delivered out of Satan’s
anthority and to be placed under the authority of
Christ. It is a great grief to me to hear people ex-
plaining salvation as a matter of being saved from
hell to heaven. Of course salvation brings us to
heaven, but heaven is not the goal of our salvation.
Salvation is not a matter of God, in His compassion
for men, translating them from hell to heaven, but
of delivering them “ out of the authority of dark-
ness ” and transferring them “ into the kingdom of
the Son of his love.” The objective here is not
“ heaven ™, but * the kingdom ”, God saves us that
we may come into subjection to the Son of His
love. And the building up of the Church has its
beginning here—the bringing under the sway of
Christ of people who had been under Satan’s sway.

Oh! that we might realise that as soon as ever
the question of Church building arises, the question
of the Headship of Christ arises! When you meet
that challenge—praise God!-—the building of the
Church begins in your life. If in any life, or in any
company, Christ is able to assert His authority,
then He starts to build His Church. That is why
we stress the fact that there must be the sovereign
rule of the Kingdom if there is to be any building
up of the Church. Unless the Kingdom is here, no
Church will be built up here.

May ! appeal to you to stop for a moment and
quietly think? Counsider the numbers of saved
people there are in your locality. Of how much
use to God are these very many saved souls? Do
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so they set off soon after lunch, going on steadily
for a mile or two, Then the miracle happened !
They were walking up a village street, past a group
of youths with bicycles, when JFackson Minor
stopped, and drew Forbes aside. One of those
machines was his. At least he said that it was.
Forbes doubted it. There was no saddle-bag, and
the handle-bars looked higher, so that he thought
it was not the same, Jackson, however, was certain
that it was. There were no special proofs, but he
just knew. It was his.

The question was what to do now, Forbes was
for fighting it ont, but his friend pointed qut that it
would be two against six, and that two of them
looked pretty tough. So they decided that the best
thing to do was to enquire if there was a village
policeman, and if so call him. There was, and
though bhe did not very much like being woken up
from his Sunday nap, he came along with them to
the group and spoke to the youth who was holding
the stolen bicycle. It was quite clear that either
Jackson Minor was very much mistaken, or else
the thief was a ready liar, for he told the constable
a long story, with many details, of how that the
bike was his, that iie had had it for a long time,
that it had been given him by his uncle, and much
more. The policeman looked from one to the other.
Who was he to believe? By this time some of the
villagers had collected, and soon made it plain that
they did not believe Jackson Minor. There was a
lot of talking and arguing, but it got them nowhere.

It was then that they got a surprise, All of a
sudden Jackson Minor told the policeman that the
matter could be settled if he would take off the
saddle. The youth made some feeble protest, and
the policeman felt a bit foolish, but in the end he
took a spanner, loosened the nuts and lifted off the
saddie. There was nothing! Everybody began to
talk at once, but when Jackson Minor could make
himself heard he asked the man to put his finger
down into the hollow part of the frame which had
been exposed and see if he could find anything.
All were quiet while he did so, and pulled up a
rough piece of paper with some words scrawled on
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it. The policeman slowly read out the words, They
were Jackson Minor’s name, together with his
House and School.

Now the seedy youth might have tried to pretend
that his name was Jackson, but it would have been
quite useless to pretend that he belonged to that
school, so in the midst of the hubbub he quietly
hurried off. When the officer looked round he was
nowhere to be seen, so it seemed that without any
more questions he could hand over the bicycle to
its rightful owner and go back to finish his sleep.
As the two boys went on their way it wohld be
hard to know who was the happier, Jackson Minor
or his friend Forbes,

Later on, as they walked along, Forbes asked
him why he had allowed all that argumernt in the
village street before he settled the matter. Jackson
Minor told hlm that until that moment he had for-
gotten all abont it. When he first went to school he
had a vague fear that some bully would say that
the bicycle was not his, so he had hidden the piece
of paper in the hollow frame of the machine. When
he got to school he found that his fears had been
foolish, so he had never thought again of it. Then,
in the nick of timre, he had remembered that it was
there., What a good thing he had put it in after all !
Rather shyly, Forbes told him of the prayer he had
prayed on the night of the loss, and they agreed
that it had been wonderfully answered.

When they told their Housemaster, he, too,
agreed that it was a real answer to prayer. And,
would you believe it, he used the story in his next
sermon? The text was: “ From henceforth let no
man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks
of the Lord Jesus ™ (Galatians 6. 17). He told the
boys that Pawl knew the Lord Jesus not only as
his Saviour, but as his Master, his Owner. It saved
him from many worries and fears to have his
Owner’s Name clearly marked it him. The House-
master also told the boys to be sure that they really
belonged to the Lord, and had their Owner’s Name
written in their hearts, If this were true they could
never be lost, It is a lesson which every boy and
girl should learn.

H.F.
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THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE

“Yer now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—,; and if
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which
thou hast written” (Exodus xxxii. 32).
“For I could wish that I myself were anathema
from Christ for my brethren's sake, my kinsmen
according 1o the flesh” (Romans ix. 3).

IN these two utterances of Moses and Paul—
perhaps the two most oatstanding servants of God
in the two dispensations, the old and the new—we
have represented the very highest point of service
to the Lord. We are all concerned with this matter
of being of service to the Lord, and we are ever
seeking to know how that service can be best ful-
filled, and how we may rise to the highest possible
level of service to Him. Surely this prayer of
Moses, and this prayer of Paul—for if youn look at
the margin of Panl’s words, you will see that the
word ‘ wish ’ is really ‘ pray *: “I could pray ..."
—these two prayers of these two outstanding
servantg of God do represent tile highest degree of
service to the Lord.

It would be impossible to go beyond these state-
ments in the matter of selflessness. You carnoi go
beyond this: ‘ Blot me out of the book that Thou
hast written * ; ‘ accursed from Christ °. There is no
degree beyond that ; the extreme utterness of self-
lessness is in those prayers. They represent a
greater concern for the people of God, not only
than for personal blessing, or personal vindication,
or position, or reputation, but than for life itself !
These men were only saying, in other words: * My
life begins and ends with the people of God . I
have nothing beyond that. If they should lose or
suffer, and I, in any way, could have prevented it,
then I have miissed the whole purpose of life, the
very purpose of my own salvation, That is the sum
and the end of everything.” What a devotion! That
is service,

THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST
IN MOSES AND PAUL

There were certain things that Moses and Pau!
had in common which headed up in these prayers.
In the context of those passages, we see the sin of
the Lord’s people. This thirty-second chapter of
Exodus is the story of that terrible breakdown
under Aaron’s leadership: the setting up and wor-
shipping of the idol ; the turning away from God,
and saying: ‘ These be thy gods, O Israel!’—the

92

awful sin of the Lord’s people. In the ninth chapter
of Paul’s letter to the Romans, the context is that
of what Israel had done to his Lord, in the killing
of Christ.

The point is that this devotion was not to a
people who drew it out by reason of their good-
ness, the fineness of their substance, the loveable-
ness of their nature. The quality of this devotion
is tremendously enhanced when we recognise the
kind of people 1o whom these hearts so utterly
went out. It is a rebuke to us in our service. It is so
easy for us to give ourselves to, devote ourselves
to, labour for. those who give a return, who show
kindness, who are ‘ nice * people—people we think
are ‘ worth-while * people, Here was a love to the
uttermost for people who were so utterly unworthy
of it at all. That Paul and Moses had in common.

Bat further, they had this in cotnmon, that they
themselves were objects of those people’s reproach
and persecution. There had been times, as Moses
was seeking to bring the people out of Egypt.
when they turned on him and blamed him for the
difficulties of their situation. And we know that,
even after this incident of the calf, they many
times railed on Moses and laid all their troubles
at his door. And as for Paul, what a time he had
at the hands of Israel—the Judaizers and all the
rest—what a time he had! They denounced him
as a traitor. And yet, although these two servants
of God were themselves, personally, the objects of
the opposition coming from those for whom they
had given their lives, this was their spirit and their
attitude: * Forgive . . . If Thou wilt forgive . . .’
Moseg breaks off; he does not finish that ©If
Thou wilt . . .” He continues: ‘ But if not, blot
me out of the book which Thou hast written.” * 1
could wish myself accursed from Christ for my
brethren’s sake.” What a spirit of service! 1 say
again, it is a terrible rebuke to us.

These men are exemplifying the spirit of Christ.
We have only to remember from Galatians: “ He
was made a curse for us’ (iii. 13). ‘T could wish
myself accursed from Christ for my brethren’s
sake . . .— He was made a curse’! He carried
the spirit of serviee all that way, to the extent of
being cut off from God for that eternal moment
when the Father hid His face, for the sake of * His
brethren ’. When we tiurn to Hebrews, we know it
was for His brethren. * He is not ashamed to call
them brethren ™ (11, 11, 12, 17). Yes, so utter was
His committal, that He—Christ—for that moment
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THIS MINISTRY

THE OBJECT OF THE MINISTRY of
this hittle paper, issued bi-monthly, is to contribute
to the Divine end which is presented in the words
of Ephesians iv. 13—, , . till we all attain unto the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge (literally
—full knowledge) of the Son of God. unto a full-
grown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we be no longer
children ... ”

It is not connected with any °* Movement’,
* Organization*, “ Mission” or separate body of
Christians, but is just a ministry to * all saints ™, Ity
going forth is with the prayer and hope that it will
so result in a fuller measure of Christ, a richer and
higher level of spiritual life, that, while bringing
the Church of God into 2 growing approximation
to His revealed will as to its ‘ attainment’, it may
be better qualified to be used of Him in testimony
in the nations, and to the completing of its own
number by the salvation of those yet to be added
by the Lord.

This ministry is maintained by the Lord through
the stewardship of those who value it. There is no
‘ subscription °, but gifts can be sent to the Editor,
‘A Witness and A Testimony’, 13, Honor Qak
Road, Forest Hill, London, S. E. 23, England. All
cheques should be made payable to © Witness and
Testimony A/c’, The paper is sent only to those
who personally desire it, and we count on friends
to advise us if this is no longer the case, or if they
change their address.

‘ Personal* letters should be addressed to
Mr, T. AUSTIN-SPARKS.

e ll—
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

In this Psalm, as in so many others. and in the Prophets, Zion is the synonym for that which em-
bodies the full pleasure and satisfaction of God’s heart and mind. In the New Testament, Zion is
no longer any earthly point, but is synonymous with the Church ideally ; which, again, is Christ
in corporate expression (Hebrews xii. 22, 23).

This Divine conception and intention has been fully and gloriously revealed to a whole dispen-
sation through the last ¢ Letters® of the Apostle Paul. We have this revelation, and it will be over
against this revealed mind of God that judgment is to take place. In the sovereignty of God there
is a great renewal of attention being drawn to these ‘ Church’ Letters in our time. Perhaps never
was there such a large place being given to these writings as at this present time, Upon this basis the
judgment will rest, as in the case of the churches in Asia (Revelation i. - iii.), for it is here that the
fullest and ultimate thought of God is revealed and presented. “Out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty . . .” Then immediately follows— Qur God shall come . . . a fire shall devour before him,
and it shall be very tempestuous round about him .

Three things characterize this ‘ coming to judgment’. We take them in reverse order.

(1) “ But unto the wicked God saith . . .” (verse 16). *“ Now consider this, ye that forget God ”
(verse 22).
Fearful things are said as pending for the * wicked ’ who are described as those who © forget God " :
those who have not God in their thought when so many evidences of Him abound.

(2) The middle section has to do with the judgment of formalism: the judgment to uncover
and reveal what is merely outward and formal. Here is a whole system of titual ; sacrifices, altars,
priests, and ceremonies, The fiery ordeal will show how much there is in the religious world, that is,
of “truth in the inward parts ” ; whether it is 2 matter of the very life and character, or merely a
systern of rites and practices, Here is a massive structure of profession which will collapse and be-
come ashes in the day when “ Qur God shall come ™.

€3) The gold secured and preserved.

“ Gather my saints together unto me ; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice ™
(verse 5},

The last call of God, as judgment is pending, is a call to Himself. Here then is the call of God in
our time.

The last movement of the people of God is to Himself: not to a movement as such ; not to a
teaching or interpretation of truth ; not to a sect or party ; not to an enterprise or mission—but zo
Christ. The final true and Divine movement is to the Lord Himself. The sheer pressure of the condi-
tions in the gathering storm and tempest will demand a leaving of all lesser interests and objects,
however good a purpose they may have served hitherto, and a moving toward the Lord Himself.
‘Things * divide ; the Lord unites. ‘ Things * must pass ; the Lord abides. The time comes when all
the means and accessories which the Lord has sovereignly used will cease to avail. This includes all
the orgariizcd side of Christianity, and the Lord will force the issue as to how mnch there really is
of Himself.

The basis of this phase or aspect is the ° covenant by sacrifice ’. It rests upon the Cross as rooted
in the very life of His people.

“GATHER , . , UNTO ME , . . BY SACRIFICE ”

If this little paper could have any influence with the several thousands who receive it, this would
be what we would desire, for our whole position from the beginning of our ministry has been that
of the Lord above all else. It is not merely negative, as against this and that ; or wrongly exclusive,
as for some pariicular form or fellowship: but Christ in all His fulness. We may feel that devo-
tion—more or less—to the forms or sections of Christianity is often a limitation to the Lord ; but
we would say: ‘ Make the Lord Himself your supreme object: to know Him, and to increase in His
fFulness ; and all else will take its measure of value from that.’

So, not other than as spiritual movement, we would take up this Divine call.

“ Gather my saints together unto me "—with the emphasis upon “ regether ” and “ me . _
EpiTor
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

hindering and thwarting flesh, with the inheritance
always in view. It is important always to remember
that, and to keep it in its place. Why must we walk
in the Spirit? Why must the flesh be dealt with?
Not just for its own sake, but because the great in-
heritance in Christ is in view.

JOSHUA AND THE TENT OF MEETING

The next occasion on which he is referred to is
in Exodus xxxiii. He is spoken of here as “ a young
man ” who ““ departed not out of the Tent ™ (v, 11).
I think that is a very beantiful touch, not only in
the case of Joshua himself, but in the whole spirit-
ual background of this story. What was this Tent?
It was, of course, not the Tabernacle, because the
Tabernacle was not in existence at that time, You
have to go back to the occasion when Moses went
up into the mouni to receive the t.aw, and the pat-
tern of the Tabernacle. He came down, and Israel
had ® broken loose ’ and had made a calf, and were
saying: ‘ These be thy gods which brought thee
out of Fgypt!’ (Ex. xxxii, 4). Joshua was there.
But, when Moses came down, and heard and saw,
he stood in the gate of the camp, and cried: * Who
is on the Lord’s side? Let him come over unto
me!’ Now, from that time onwards, what Moses
did was to take a tent, a ‘ tent of meeting’, right
outside of the camp, and “ everyone which sought
the Lord went out unto the tent of meeting ” (Ex.
xxxiii. 7). That was the Tent in which Joshua, the
young man, abode, and from which he did not
depart.

It is full of significance, is it not? First of ail,
that Tent out there implied absolute separation
from every taint of Satan’s touch. Satan had cap-
tured the gold of the Sanctuary, and had it made
into a calf for his own worship: Satan had turned
the heast of the people from the Lord to himself,
and corrupted everything. If the inheritance is go-
ing to be entered upon and appropriated, that
touch and that taint of the corrupting influence of
the evil one amongst the people of God has got to
be removed, and everything of God has got to be
taken out of its precincts. Joshua, therefore, abid-
ing and not departing ftom the Tent ; this man of
the Spirit, this man who is to bring into the inherit-
ance by the energy of the Spirit; the man who
abides heyond the taint and the touch of the
powers of evil, says so clearly that he is not in
that world, he is out of that realm altogether. He
abides in the Tent of meeting. I like to think that
there was one man, besides Moses, who was not
a priest. but a man of the people, who was allowed
to dwell iu the House of the Lord.

JOSHUA AS A “YOUNG MAN"

But then it says that Joshua was a ‘ young man ”.
Surely this speaks of freshness—the freshness of
youth, with everything before; vision, purpose, a
future ; a life of energy in the Spirit ; no touch of
time, or old age, nere. It is a very blessed thing.
Oh, that we were all characterized by this youth!
Here is where a part of our watchfulness and
prayerfulness must be observed. It is always such
a joy to meet with young Christians, who are
reaching out for everything of the Lord ; not sat-
isfied with being just saved, but really after alt
that the Lord means for them. Because there are
some of the Lord’s people who ‘ know it all’, and
have heard it all for years, so that you can hardly
say a thing, even about the book of Joshua, but
they know all about it—° Oh, you have gone over
that ground again and again!’ They are so stale,
and everything to them is so stale: it is like bread
which has been locked up for years—it has got
absolutely dry; and so you cannot say anything
to them ; there is no freshness. But then you find
a group of young Christians, and there is life,
there is freshness, and you can give and give,

That is not a matter of years: it iy a matter of
spirit. And it ought to be like that. If we are going
1o come Into the inheritance, we must always have
an appetite for it. If we are going to come into the
inheritance, there needs always to be this vigorous
spirit, this energy, this reach-out ; this conscious-
ness that, however much we know, we know no-
thing. We see so much before us—that ‘land of
far distances’ that our eyes have seen ; and yet,
with all that we know, we know that we are only
touching the fringes. It ought to be like that to the
end: the spirit of youth, and youth’s energy, ought
to mark us. Sometimes it is very difficult to give
a message amongst people who ‘ know it all’, and
have heard it all before: there is a sense of heavi-
ness and hard going—simply because there is not
this drawing out of a spiritual energy to know, to
apprehend, Joshua, then, was a ¢ young man, who
departed not from the tent of meeting.”

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE CONFLICT
OF POSSESSION

Now, when we come to this fifth chapter of the
book of Joshua, to those three verses that we read,
we come to what is the very heart and essence of
the book of the Acts, With John, the Land comes
into view. With Acts, the Spirit takes over. He
takes over this whole matter of the inheritance, and
of leading the people of God into possession. But
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it is along the line of conflict, Yes, He takes over
in relation to the inheritance, but note how im-
mediately it becomes a matter of conflict. If that
Man standing over against Joshua, declaring Him-
self to be the Captain of the Hosts of the Lord, is
(in figure, if not in teality) the Holy Spirit, as we
believe He is, note that He has a sword drawn in
His hand—He has not come with an olive leaf! He
has come with a sword, and it is drawn.

There is going to be not one whit of this inherit-
ance possessed without conflict. We need to make
up our minds to that, for that is how ii is going to
be. There is going to be a withstanding from all
quarters. As soon as the matter of any spiritual
increase comes imto view, then, strahgely, some-
times mysteriously, a state of conflict arises, It gets
into the very atmosphere, and it comes even from
Christian people. Be satisfied with what is called
* the simple gospel *, and * simple evangelism*, and
you meet no conflict ; everybody applauds and ac-
cepts, and is an yom side. Bur—set your heart on
the whole purpose of God, and you find yourself
at once in a realm of terrible conflict. Satan is not
going to allow this Church to reach its determined
destiny, if he can prevent it. .

Every step is going to be challenged. Notice :
“ Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon “—yes, “ to you have I given it (i. 3}—"° but,
there will be a battle over it ; there will be battle
over your possessing what I have given. Yes,
even though God has predestined and pre-deter-
mined it, and it is settled in the foreknowledge and
fore-comsels of God, that does not mean that we
are going to come into it willy-nilly! With all the
Divine sovereignty, with all the Divine power, ahd
with all the Divine wisdom, associated with the
purpose, strangely enough therc is a battle over
every inch of it, It is like that,

THE SPIRIT AND THE INBERITANCE
IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

In the Gospel of John, we read that Jesus said :
“When he, the Spirit of ruth, is come, he shall
guide you into all the truth > (xvi, 13). That is
Joshua v. 13- 15! The Spirit has come to guide
them into all the Truth that is in Jesus (Eph. iv.
21)—that is the book of Joshua, When He came on
the Day of Pentecost, fulfilling the promise and
explanation of the Lord Jesus, He came to guide
the Church right into its inheritance. I cannot be
too emphatic about this, because there are such
inadeguate, if not wrong, ideas about the Holy
Spirit and Pentecost, and so on. Let us understand
that the Holy Spirit came for no lesser purpose
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than to take the Church right on into all its in-
heritance in Christ. And if our ideas of the Holy
Spirit are not poised and directed along this line,
we are—if not arresting—at least in measure sub-
verting the work of the Holy Spirit, and the pur-
pose of His coming. The Church has to be brought
into that inheritance for which it has been eternally
predestined by God ; and the Spirit came—in type
in Joshua, in reality in Acts—for that one purpose.
And this is going to be a conflict which will not
end, until the Lamh has overcome in finality.

In the book of the Acts, then, the Holy Spirit
does take over in the matter of the inheritance ;
and He takes over for the conflict of the inherit-
ance. We do not move far into that book before
we find the confiict is on, In Jerusalem—whether
from Jewish leaders, who kill Stephen: or from
the rulers of the pagan world, who kill James and
imprison Peter—there it is ; the conflict is on. But
the mighty Spirit is with the Church in the con-
flict. He has iinked Himself up with that instru-
ment for the great purpose of God. And, when you
consider the incidents, and what seem like the
tragedies, and look through thein, ihere is a sense
in which it can be said, concerning this union of
the Holy Spirit with a vessel here on this earth,
that ‘ no man hath been able to stamd before it all
the days of its life > (Josh. i. 5). There is a sense in
which that is true. There has been a withstanding
from men and from demons, awful withstanding :
but the Church has gone on; the testimony has
never ccased in the earth. Even when sometimes it
seems to have been driven undergrotind, it comes
up and goes on again. Acts, then, sees the Holy
Spirit coming, uniting Himself with the instrument,
the vessel, and the conflict arising.

When you pass over to the Letter to the Heb-
Tews, you find yourself once more in this battle.
For here it is all about the inheritance, spirithally.
The Spirit is here, urging the Church, urging the
believers to go on, 10 go on ; not to go back, not to
stand still, but to go on. The writer points out that
Joshua did not bring the people into God’s rest
(Heb. iv. 8). It was type, it was figure, but that
final fulness of Christ was never entered into under
Joshua. But Jesus, and the Holy Spirit—they are
going to bring the Church into the final fulness.

When we come to the book of the Revelation,
we find that the whole issue of the ipheritance has
now resolved itself into a matter of * overcomers .
However we imterpret the book of the Revelation
—whether as applying to the whole dispensation or
to the end of the dispensation—the situation that
we find is that the Church as a whole has not gone
on. A very large proportion of the Church has
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either declined, fallen back or away, or has stood
still in this matter. Perhaps the conflict has been
too fierce, the cost too great, the world too attract-
ive, sin too subtle ; but there it is. As we find at
the end of the book of Joshua, that the enemy was
not finally cast out {for we have the tragedy of the
book of Judges): so, in the last book of tlie Bible,
in the Revelation, we find that the enemy has not
been fully and finally worsted, He still has terri-
tory amidst the people of God. And so ithere
arises the whole question of the * overcomers’. The
‘ overcomer > company, or body, is that which will
go on and will satisfy the Lord in the whole matier
of His full thought,

All this, surely, indicates our own position. For
we are in the dispensation of the counterpart of
the book of Joshua: in the dispensation of the
Holy Spirit, whose one inclusive purpose is to
bring God’s people into fulness—all, that is, who
will be led into that fulness ; all who will go on.
Not a * select ’, an arbitrarily selected company, but
all who will. Paul’s great word as to his own pray-
ing and striving was: “ that we may present every
man complete in Christ” {Col. i. 28)—every man.
It is God’s thought for us all. Do not say: * That
applies to some good, large people, who have
spiritual capacity and are of a different make-up
from what I am.” No, ‘every man complete in
Christ *—that is God’s purpose. If the Holy Spirit
gets His way, if He gets His ground—we -have to
see perhaps later what that is—He can do it with
every man,

*BE STRONG™

Now, it is because of such a tremendous with-
standing, all round, of any kind of real progress
towards God’s end, that you have this threefold
reiteration to Joshua: *“ Be strong, and of a good
courage . . . be strong , . . be strong . . ."(vv. 6, 7,
9). That is our side. And it is just in that con-
nection, as he is bringing into view the cosmic
forces, ¢ the principalities and powers’, that are
set against the Church and its inheritance, that
Paul uses those words. “ Be strong in the Lord 7,
he says (Eph. vi. 10); * be strong . . . be strong!’

There must be no weakening ; there must be no
letting go. The discouragements wilt be many : the
heartbreaks wilt be many ; perhaps the disappoint-
ments will be many. The situation will sometimes
seem to be impossible, the prospect a hopeless one.
But you and I have got to heed this word, for so
much hangs upon it. For ourselves, the inherit-
ance in fulness hangs upon this “ Be strong ”: no
weakening, no letting go, no letting down. But it

may be that those who will be strong can be a
strength to others, and therefore for the sake of
others a responsibility is laid upon us to be strong.
It is not only for ourselves—it is vocational to be
strong.

I AM WITH THEE"

And then: “ The Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest > (v, 9). Do not take that
out of its context. The context is, that the * whither-
soever thou goest” must be in relation to God’s
full purpose.- He cannot bhe ‘with® you on any
other ground—you cannot ¢ount on that promise
otherwise. It will not prove true, unless you are
right on the line of His full purpose, But when it
is so, then He commits Himself ; He is with us
whithersoever we go. 1 will be with thee; I am
with thee.’

(1) 1IN SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

Do you notice that that is said in this first chap-
ter twice over, in a twofold connection? Firstly, it
is in connection with leading this people over—
the responsibility of spiritual leadership, T em-
phasize and underline that word * spiritual . Do not
think of leadership as official, Leadership is not
official : you are not made a leader; you are not
appointed a leader ; you are not given a uniform,
or a dress, or a hadge with * Leader ” on it! Either
you are a leader, or you are not ; it is a matter of
spiritual quality and strength, And spiritual leader-
ship means that you are exercising an influence on
others, to bring them on, to lead them on, into
God’s full intention for His people. The effect of
your life is that others, because of you, are being
helped on, drawn on, led on. If you have accepted
that responsibility, and are seeking to fulfil it for
other lives, then this word: ‘I am with thee’, is
YOurs. C

@

Then, notice the second connection in which this
word occurs: * This book of the law shall not de-
part out of thy mouth ™ (v. 8). * Give heed unto it
—give heed unto it.” And then: ‘I am with thee’.
Your whole life must be based upon and governed
by the Word of God. You must not be above the
Word of God, superior to it; you must not be
apart from it. You must be able to substantiate
your position by the Word of God: ® Now, does
the Word of God say this or that?’ Dear friend, the
whole question of your inheritance. and of your

IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD
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Since then, years had passed, both in his own
history and in the history of God’s people, and now
he was to see the same glory in connection with
the recovery of the city. He was to show the people
the positive objective of God, that for which He
had been clearing the way, and towards which He
had been working, The judgment had to come in
order that the glory might follow.

In that first vision of chapter i, everything was
focused on One Man, the Man of the Throne.
Thank God that, whatever ruin and devastation
there may be here on earth, the throne of Heaven
still has God’s Man *“ upon it above ” (i. 26). But
the theme of the later vision is not one Man but a
city, seeming to point to the Lord’s desire for a
Throne-people—a community of men here on earth
who can provide for Him an adequate place for the
soles of His feet.

The first vision seemed to depict heavenly power.
It may be difficult, or even impossible, for us to
realise the full content and tremendous implica-
tions of its symbolic language, but at least we can
get the impression of the limitless energy and
ability of God to get His will done., This is of
primary importance—to know that the mighty
Spirit of life has all the resources for the will of
God to be fulfilled. Under the supreme government
of God’s Man on the Throne, the Spirit moves
swiftly and irresistibly to bring gloty to God. But
all this was in the heavenlies, even though it
touched the earth. Our present vision of the House
seems to imply that we need to see how the Throne
can be expressed in men, how the living power of
the Spirit can produce a practical outworking on
earth of the will of God. For God is very practical.
And He expects us so to be. It may be inspiring
to see how the mind of God has been perfectly
expressed in Christ, and all the power of Heaven's
Throne mediated through Hini ; but the Divine in-
tention is that this should be worked out in His
people here and now. The Church is meant to
provide a Throne-people, concerning whom the
Lord can say: “ Son of man, this is the place of
my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet,
where I will .dwell in the midst . . .” (xliii. 7).

FIRST EFFECT OF THE VISION

The first thing to notice is the immediate effect
which the vision should produce. “ Shew the house
. . . that they may be ashamed . . .” Unless this
happens, we may treasonsbly wonder whether the
vision has been truly seen, Those who think of the
purpose of God in terms of things, of ideas, of
ways and means, will probably be inflated by their

vision. That is the kind of knowledge which puffs
up. If our perception of what the Church should
be makes us critical of others, or if it produces an
impatient, carnal attempt to bring the thing into
being, then the purpose of the revelation has been
missed. So far as God is concerned, His first in-
tention is to make us thoroughly ashamed of our-
selves, God’s purpose is not found in things and
arrangements, but in a Person. The Church is
only as it should be when Christ is everything. And
when we see the glory of God in Christ, we do

not blame others or make rash attempts to imi-

tate Him ; we fall broken and humbled at His feet.
That is how it happened with Ezekiel, “ 1 fell upon
my face . . .” (Ezek. i. 28); “I fell at his feet as
one dead . . . ” (Rev. i, 17). It is always like that
if we really meet the Lord.

The Gospels contain many stories of those who
thus met Christ. Their first reaction was amaze-
ment, * What a wonderful Person He is!” Alongside
of this was deep humbling. They were irtterly
abased before His holy presence. Almost at the
same time there was a dawning hope, ‘If He is
like that, then there is hope, even for me!” This
is the shame which the Lord sought to produce
in His faulty people; not the shame of despair
but of hopeful eontrition. And this is how the
house of Israel was to receive the revelation of
God’s spiritual House: with a mixture of shame
and hope.

The sight of the House would be sure to make
them ashamed, for this was themselves as they
were suppaesed to be and could have been. The
glory of God ought to have been manifested in
them, the power of God ministered through them.
The visicu of the ideaf could not but make them
ashamed of the way in which they had failed the
Lord, come short of His glory, and deprived Him
of His rightful place in the earth. There is at
least a hint as to the cause of this shortcoming in
the constantly repeated phrase: “ Then shall they
know that I am the Lord ”, Some sixty-two times
in the chapters preceding this vision the phrase is
used, suggesting by implication that things would
never have been as they were if God’s people had
really known Him. This was the root cause of their
failure- -a lack of knowledge of the Lord, And it
is the same lack which gives us cause for great
shame in our day that the House of God occasions
Him so much disappointment.

It was hot only their shortcomings which hrought
shame, but even worse, the positive contradictions
found among them, So much of Ezekiel’s earlier
chapters. together with the whole of Jeremiah's
prophecies, must be set off in contrast to the vision
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of the ideal, of the House as it ought to have been.
It was shameful indeed that a people so privileged,
so carefully taught and so richly blessed, should
live in such flagrant contradiction to what they pro-
fessed. This, alas, is our shame too. Every bit of
understanding of the will of God brings its own
measure of responsibility for conformity of life.
Our gravest shame is when we fail to live in accord-
ance with what we know and profess, It is striking
to see how manifestly the blessing of God can rest
upon any of His children, even those with a very
limited understanding of Divine things, provided
that they are obeying to the full all the light they
have. They may be new converts, or believers
little taught as to the purposes of God ; but, if they
are fully obedient to what light they have, the Lord
will be with them, and everybody will know that
He is with them. When we pride ourselves on the
things we know, but do not live up to them, then
indeed we should be ashamed,

Ezekiel’s method was the best way of producing
such conviction: he was t¢ do it by showing them
the real thing. Better than condemmnation, better
than argument, better even than exhortation, let
them see the spiritual reality. Show them the real
thing, and that should make them ashamed of the
faulty and the false.

Those who perceive what God meant the Church
to be, have to demonstrate that reality in life: to
proclaim, by whar they are, the glory of a people
who give the enthroned Lord a place to dwell
among them. We are not to theorize about such
places. We cannot, even if we try, go around trying
to set them up. We can only be a testimony, and
thus by our very constitution and behaviour * show
the house *. This is the essence of our united mini-
stry. This is what we are here for. Such a corporate
expression of Christ, maintained in the fulness of
the Spirit, should bring both conviction and hope.
Instead of regarding Scriptural truths as unpracti-
cal and incapable of realisation in our day, be-
lievers should be made to know and believe that
God intends the vision to be fulfilled.

So Ezekiel announced to the house of Israel that
there was now hope. The full thought of God
couid, even at that late date, be expressed in them,
provided that they were really contrite and in
earncst. “ [f they be ashamed . . .”, then ‘ make
them know the form and the fashion, and the go-
ings out and the comings in . . " (xliii. §1). There
is hope if there is hunger. The glory which de-
parted can come back by the way it went, and fill
again the House which it once filled, if only they
are ashamed,

SEPTEMBER — OCTOBER, 1958
IMPLICATIONS OF THE VISION

So_ much for the_eﬁect of the vision, Let us now
consider some of its implications.

0y

Firstly, we must realise that the House of God
means nothing if it is oot an expression of Christ.
Those who study the types set forth in the Taber-
nacle and in Solomon’s Temple know that every-
thing portrays some feature of Christ. This metal,
this colour, this material, this measurement—all
speak of Him. Christ is seen everywhere, neither
time nor place being given to anything which does
not speak of Him. In the same way, the Church
has no mcaning apart from Christ, It is not some-
thing instead of Christ, nor even something in addi-
tion to Christ, which we are to be shown, but
Christ everywhere, Christ in all, Christ and only
Christ filling all things. The Church is nothing in
itself. Our vision is not Christ plus something ;
it is the full meaning and implication of Christ,
and that is something infinite,

It is striking that, in order that he might see this
vision, Ezekiel was set down “ upon a very high
mountain ” (x1, 2). Tt reminds vs of that other * high
mountain’ where the three apostles had their
vision of the Transfiguration, the vision of the
glory of God in 4 Human Being. The spiritual
truth behind Ezekiel’s vision is the same glory,
and it is in the same Human Being, but expressed
in a vast number of members, as a honse or a city.
The House must be composed of members of
Christ ; it has no meaning apart from Christ.
Every part of it must be judged by the question :
Does this express something of Christ? Has this
a meaning in relation to Christ? If not, it is re-
jected. There can be no pleasure for God and no
Divine glory in it. Mareover, it must be maintained
in the true Spirit of Christ. It is not enough for
things to be correct, to be Scriptural or orthodox.
They must be held apd maintained in the true
Spirit of Christ. The Church was meant to be
radiant and filled with heavenly glory, because
filled with Christ—displaying Christ at every turn.
There is no meaning in this House except it be the
meaning of Christ.

2)

It also means nothing if it is not measured in
human terms ; that is, if the truths are not really
expressed in practical ways in the lives of those
who compose it. In these chapters we find a great

ITS ONLY MEANING IS CHRIST

IT 1S MEASURED IN HUMAN TERMS
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

thing much foller, in a quicker way, than if things
are just doled out to them in little fragments as they
go along,

So remember that, and if sometimes it seems too
big for you, just say: That is a very good thing ; [
would not have it as small as I am ; there needs to
be something very big to get me anywhere! For the
bigger it is, the mightier is the dynamic and the
motive for the Christian life.

THE GATEWAY TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

This eighth chapter of Romans, then, in its last
section particularly, represents a strategic point in
the movenient of the whole letter, as you will see.
You know that the first seven chapters are what we
might call the Gateway into the Christian life. ¥ am
not going to stay for an explanation of them, but
that is what they represent: seven chapters on the
galeway into the Christian life. The word that will
be written on the portal of that gate is “ Faith *—
you know that. And on the gate itself, * The Cross .
Faith in the Cross of the Lord Jesus is the way in,
and seven chapters are taken up with the Way In.
And then, when you come to chapter viii, you find
what is inside : what kind of situation, what kind of
a life, this is, that you have come into.

Chapter viii presents to us the real nature of the
life into which we have come. And I suppose it is
one of the most elementary things, which you have
heard and noted many times, that in this chapter
there is one word that stands out—one word, One
of the first things I did in Bible study, as a young
fellow, was to underline the words in different
chapters, to see how many times particular words
occurred. When 1 got to this chapier, and under-
lined one particular word, [ found that the chapter
was simply smothered with this word. Youn are
familiar with it: it is the word ‘ Spirit°. If you go
through this chapter. you will see that there is
really very liitle else left to talk about. It all springs
from, centres in, and circles round this matter of
the Spirit. It begins there: “ The law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus” (v. 2). We are now in,
through the door, you see ; we are in ; and what we
find here is what we may call—

THE LIFE IN THE SPIRIT.

We need to understand what kind of life that is,
what it really means ; because with it we come into
the peculiar character of a dispensation that is
altogether new. There have been other dispensa-
tions in the past—dispensations in the Old Testa-
ment—which we will not meation in particular.
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But now those dispensations are past ; one has fol-
lowed the other, and the Old Testament, with all
its different phases and stages, is closed. With the
New Testament, a completely new age has been
introduced, with a character all of 1ts own, a char-
acter that never was before. You and I live in a
period of time, marked off by the coming of the
Lord Jesus in the first place, and by the coming of
the Lord Jesus again, which is a particular phase in
the whole course of the ages, with its own peculiar
aspect and character.

Now, the peculiar characteristic of this time in
which you and [ live, is that it is the dispensation
of the Holy Spirit. I anm sure you will agree with me
that we do need to know what is the order of
things, from God’s standpoint, in the ¢me in which
we live, In the Old Testament, they had to learn
that for themselves, as to their own times—what
times they were living in. You and 1 have got to
know this: what is the time we are living in? And
the answer is that this is the age, or dispensation,
of the Holy Spirit, The Holy Spirit has come | He
has miroduced a new order of things eatirely ; and,
until we understand that order, we shall not make
any progress in our Christian life. 1t is very neces-
sary for us to understand that,

“JOINED TO THE LORD”

In the first place, the effect of the Holy Spirit,
simply but fundamentally, is that He joins us to
Christ ; He brings about a vital union with the
Lord Jesus. “ He that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit” (I Cor. vi. 17); it is a spiritual and
inward union with the Lord Jesus. The words and
language are, 1 know, so simple, and perhaps so
well-known, that they may not grip you very force-
fully, but out of this everything comes. You and I,
if we are truly born-again children of God, have
got to know that, right inside of us, a union has
been effected between Christ and ourselves, and
ourselves and Christ ; that we are joined to Christ.
That union has been effected ; we have been made
one—one.

Now, you see, if you are one, you ar¢ not two !
That seems quite obvious, of course ; but there is
more to it than it sounds. Very often, you know,
we are two: even in the Christian life, the Lord is
“that’, and T am * this’! The Lord’s way of illus-
trating this, you remember, is the marriage bond.
Paul says: “The twain- shall become one flesh.
This mystery is great: but T speak in regard of
Cirist and of the church ™ (Eph. v. 31, 32). ‘One
flesh ’. Now, if that union is what it ought to be,
those two people are so one, that to separate them
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

the rest of humanity. That is saying a tremendous
thing ; and yet it is not something advanced in the
Christian life—this is something fundamental to it,
belonging to the very beginning. We use the word
‘species ’: well, the Holy Spirit has created and
constituted a new and different species of human-
ity. The fundamental reality abont a true child of
God is that he is differen: from all other people
who are not children of God. The difference is not
that they have decided to be religious, and to go
to meetings, and company with Christian people ;
do this thing and that thing, and give up a lot of
other things—that is not it at all. Their very being,
their very constitution, has been changed ; they are
different people.

"You know how true this is, When you have
really become the Lord’s, and this great change has
taken place, this * something * has happened inside,
and you go back into the world, you know that
there are two kinds of humanity in your office, in
your workshop, in your factory, in your school, or
wherever you are, You are one, and the others are
another! Although, on the outside, in outward
appearance, and so on, there may be no visible
difference, yet there is just the same difference as
there was between the Lord Jesus, when He was
here on this earth, and the other people in the
world. While He could understand them, they
could never understand Him. It was just as though
they were living ih two different worlds. As He
said: ¢ You are from beneath ; I am from above’
(John viii, 23). And that is exactly true of every
child of God. We too can say: I am from above :
this is no longer my place ; this is no longer my
home ; I am no longer at rest here in this world. I
have got a new nativity ; I have got a new location;
I have got a new country, a new land: here in this
world I'm just an alien,

That becomes a very real thing to the child of
God. It is sometimes a very umpleasant thing to
feel out of it, but it is something we have to accept.
Never try to violate it—never try to be at home in
this world. If you do, you will be doing damage to
your new constitution—becanse it is that, you see,
that is your testimony. It is not that you #ry to be
different at all. Never try to be different ; never put
it on! Never try to create the impression that you
are different. The difference is there, right enough !
If you want any proof of that, you will find that,
from the moment of your new birth, the Devil
knows you! You are a marked person, jnst as
Christ was a marked man when He was here.

As far as this world was concerned, and those
who were under the enemy’s control, Jesus could
never do anything right: everything He said—that

which in anybody else would have been accounted
good—was wrong ; everything that He did well,
they found fault with it. I was reading about this
only to-day; it is an amazing thing. As He was
going about the country, up and down the length
and breadth of that country, doing good, casting
out demons, healing those who are sick—leaving
behind 'Him a veritable trail of folk made whole
and delivered, set free, blessed with a new life and
a new outlook—here come along those other
people: ° By the prince of the demons he casts out
demons!’ {(Matt. ix. 14, etc.). They put it all down
to the Devil—He could not do right! And the Devil
knows the children of God as he knew the Son of
God. And, somehow or other, a lot of things come
to us which would never come to us if we were not
children of God. It is for that simple reason—that
we are different, and we are known.

And it is sensed : sometimes it is almost uncanny
how men of this world sense it, They arec not able
to explain it ; they are not able to say why they
take these attitudes toward us; they just cannot
tell us. In fact, if you ask, * Why do you lock at me
like that? why do you feel like that about me?’,
they say, * Well, I don’t know why, but somchow
or other . . . somehow or other . . .!” You see, that
is just it ; they can't explain it, they don’t under-
stand if at all. But—but—there it is: a funda-
mental difference of constitution. You might be
people of different races altogether, who have no
understanding of one another.

Well, it is like that. The Spirit coming in makes
us different. and it is just that difference that is the
basis of everything for the future. Never try to
modify or reduce that difference. But, at the same
time, never make it artificial: never make people
think you are a * goody-goody °, that you are ° put-
ting it on’, and trying to be different—none of that.
You are different, right enough ; you won’t have to
‘put on’ anything if you live in the Spirit. We are
constituted differently, and we must understand
that that is a fact. That is really what it means to
be “ born of the Spirit .

LED BY THE SPIRIT

Now, we have been constituted by the Spirit
according to a Divine and heavenly order, and the
course of our Christian life should be one of getting
further and further away from the old order, 1
believe that that is what is meant by the words
here in this chapter: “ As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God ” (v. 14). “ Led
by the Spirit of God ”. Now you may take hold of
that and apply it to ‘leading® in many things, It
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A WITNESS AND A TESTIMONY

all these arguments flying about: that there is so
much talk about this particular thing—we have
heard it again and again ; that public opinion is so
greatly divided on this matter; and that this is
something that goes altogether against our grain.
Buot does not the crux of the matter lie, firstly, in

whether we realise that the situation is serious

enough to warrant our brushing aside all second-
ary copsiderations, and really giving the remedy a
thorough chance and test; and, secondly, m
whether we have any alternatives—whether there
are prospects of this whole thing being bettered
along any line other than this?

THE ONLY REMEDY

Of course, you are saying: What is the line?
what is the remedy? what is it that you are talking
about? Perhaps you have already drawn yoin con-
clusion. The remedy, the only remedy, but the
sure remedy, for the whole of our spiritual mala-
dies, is the Cross—the Cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. It is. not pleasant to our flesh; it runs
counter to all our likes and predispositions ; it is
not popular ; Christian opinion is greatly divided
on this matier of the work of the Cross. And so
on . .. But, after all, we are left with our condition;
we are left with our need ; we are left with the
situation ; and whether you realise it or not, the
sitvation in Christianity, amongst Christians, is a
very critical one, Take, for instance, the whole
matter of divisions amongst the Lord’s people, It
is a blight ; it is an evil thing ; it is the working of
a deep-seated disease : it is undermining the con-
stitution of the whole Church of God. So we could
go round the need, facing it from many stand-
points ; and we should find that, without exaggera-
tion, the situation is a serious one.

The Word of God offers us this one remedy. It
is fully and thoroughly documented; it has the
most established authority behind it. Again and
again, both in individual life and in collective life,
it has proved itself to be the answer, The Word of
God offers us no alternative, no prospect along any
other line, The Cross is the answer,

Let us look again for a moment at the prophecies
of Isaiah. This section that we have been consider-
ing, from verse 13 of chapter 1ii to the end of
chapter liii, shows the Cross to be the remedy for a
many-sided and most complicated situation in
this world. You see here all the things that go to
make up the situation. Sin! sin! * He bare the sin
of many "—the word there is ‘error’, *failure’.
Transgressions! —a stronger word still, meaning
‘ rebellions ’—* He was wounded for our trans-
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gressions ”. Iniquity!—which means * our pervers-
ity '—** The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of
us all.” Errors and failures and rebellions and
perversities—these are the beginning of the malady.
Sicknesses, griefs, sorrows—so you can fill in
more and more details of the case from the words
of this chapter; and when you put them all to-
gether, you say: ‘ That patient is in a very poor
state ; that indeed is a serious outlook!” And the
chapter as a whole has jast one object: to show
that the Cross of the Lord Jesus is the remedy for
it all, the answer to it all. The whole thing is dealt
with and cleared up by the Cross,

THE EXALTATION AND VINDICATION
OF CHRIST

But here we must stand back for a moment to
take account of two things, At this point a question
is asked, “ To whom is the arm of the Lord re-
vealed?” and then the rest of the chapter is the
answer to that question. That Arm of the Lord is
God commg into this situation, coming in with
skill, with power, with wisdom, with ability, to deal
with it and to clear it up, And the chapter says that
the Cross is the Arm of the Lord, coming in against
this whole condition. The arm of the Lord is
against this state of things. That is the first thing.

But there is something further, The arm of the
Lord comes in with a new condition, a certain,
clearly-defined end, in view, which is nothing less
than the exaltation and vindication of Jesus Christ.
That is our second thing. The Arm of the Lord is
for that, but His exaltation nnd vindication demand
that the Cross shall clear up this situation. Of
course that gathers the New Testament into it: it
was because the situation was cleared up ai Cal-
vary that Jesus was exalted and vindicated, Note
that the exaltation and vindication of Christ is in
power and posterity, Tirose two things bound this
section. Right at the beginning (I, 13) we have:
“My servant . . . shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.” And then, towards the end
of the section (lili. 10, 11): “ He shall see his seed
. - . He shall see of the travail of his soul . . .” In
power: “ very high ™ ; in posterity: * His sced "—
in other words, His Church.

Now, that brings matters very closely home to
us, because the first challenge of all this is as to
our concern for Christ’s exaltation and Christ’s
vindication, That is the issue that is raised. Let us
ask ourselves, individually, this question: * How
much am I, personally, really concerned for the
exaltation and vindication of the Lord Jesus?” If
you were asked this question, personally, in private
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conversation, I have no doubt you would say: ‘1
am very greatly concerned about it. Indeed, there
is nothing that I would desire and work for more
than for His exaltation and vindication, What
greater thing have we to live for or work for than
this?* You would say that, I am sure. But do we
realise that the proof of our concern, and that
which measures our concern, is our preparedness
to accept the Cross? There is no way to the exalta-
tion and vindieation of the Lord Jesus other than
the way of the Cross. We shall prove whether we
really are concerned, and, if so, how much we are
concerned, by the extent to which we are prepared
to accept in ourselves this work of the Cross, clear-
ing up every situation that is dishonouring to the
Lord.

THE CROSS THE ONLY WAY TO THIS

It is so easy for us to talk or preach about the
exaltation of the Lord Jesus, His enthronement,
His glorifying—it is wonderfut fo talk about these
things ; and of course, this Church of His, the
Church of Christ, the Church which is His Body.
is a very great thing—-the great Masterpiece of
God. Yes, we like to talk about it. But the test as
to whether all this has a grip upon our inward life
is just how much we will let the Cross work in us :
for these great things—His exaltation and His
Church—are not possible of realisation, except by
the work of the Cross in believers.

This is a challenge which arises at once, and it
is very searching. It will come to that, sooner or
later, in any case, as we go on with the Lord. All
our language, all our talk, and all our pretensions,
will be challenged by this. The Lord will say: * Yes
—but are you prepared to allow the Cross to work
in you in rhis particular matter, and in fhat—in
that particular relationship, in this thing about
yourself, and in that thing in your comnections?
Are you prepared to let the Cross deal with those
things?’ The answer to that will prove whether
after all we have a concern for Christ’s exaltation
and vindication, Qur concern for these will be
shown in our estimate of, and our attitude toward,
the Cross.

If, on the other hand, we take the line: * Oh, we
have heard so much about the Cross ; it is this one-
track thing —if we can take any such attitude as
that, in any way to belittle the Cross, or make it
something less than God has made it ; if our atti-
tude can be one which under-estimates the import-
ance of the Cross: then that is proof that we have
not yet become inwardly gripped by this concern
for the exaltation of the Lord Jesus.
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Do not forget that He Himself would never have
been exalted, but for His Cross. There was that
mighty * Wherefore . . .” Wherefore? “, . . Becom-
ing obedient even unto death, yea, the death
of the cross. Wherefore . . . God highly exalted
him . . )" (Phil, ii., 8, 9). But for the Cross, He
would never have been exalted; and, in prin-
ciple, He never is exalted, except in so far as there
ts a work of the Cross in His people. It is so clear,
is it not, that, if the Cross has not dealt with things
in you and in me, the Lord Jesus cannot be glori-
fied in our lives. And as for His Church—the
Church would never have come into existence but
for the Cross, and, but for the Cross, it can never
have a present expression, Its beginning, its con-
tinuation, its growth, its consummation, are always
by the law of the Cross ; and every bit of addition
to, or increase in, the Church, whether spiritually
or numerically, is by means of the Cross. There is
no other way. So it is a very real test and very
real challenge to us,

THE CROSS POSITIVE, NOT NEGATIVE

Now here, again, the Spirit of God shows that
God’s ways and means are always positive and not
negative. | want to say that with emphasis ; let us
underline it in our minds, God’s ways are always
constructive and not destructive ; they are purpose-
ful, and not just ends in themselves. And if God’s
inclusive, comprehensive means is the Cross, let
it be understood, once and for ever, that by the
Cross He is working to an end—a large end. The
Cross is never intended to end with destruction ;
it is never intended to end with a negative. God is
working for some great thing, and He uses the
Cross in this positive way.

You see, the weakness in our apprehension of
the Crosg is largely due to a misapprehension of
the Cross. Our idea of the Cross is that it is de-
structive, it is negative, it is death. We revolt
against that : we don’t want to be always talked to
about this death of the Cross-—death, death, death.
It is indeed possible so to preach the Cross as t0
bring in death ; but that is a mis-preaching. That
is not God’s interpretation of the Cross at.all. Tet
me repeat: the Holy Spirit here shows quite clearly
that God’s ways and means are always positive and
not negative ; they always have in view something
more, and not something less ; not an end, but a
new fulness,

If only we could really grasp that, it would trans-
fisure the Cross. When the Lord confronts us with
the challenge, what do we do? We revolt, we draw
back—we don’t like it! Why? Simply because we
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Spiritual pride, bigotry, exclusiveness, suspicion,
are some of the unholy broed of this legalism, If
Satan cannot force to the one extreme of superior-
ity to the written Word, he will try the opposite of
bondage to the letter without the spirit.

The merely ebjective approach of which we have
writien may or may not be characterized by all of
the above-mentioned features, but it will most
certainly be limited in its spiritunl power and
results. It may very well result in the responsibility
being made to rest upon men, so that all kinds of
devices and expedients have to be resorted to in
order that the work and institution. can be main-
tained and furthered. Christianity has almost en-
tirely come to be such a thing now, and it is
practically impossible for the vast majority of
Christians—their leaders especially—to understand
or even believe that God can do His work without
committees, boards, machinery, advertisement,
organizations, appeals, reports, names, deputations,
patrohage, propaganda, publicity, die press, etc.
Unless these things are present with a ' recognised’
backing, the thing is not trusted, even if it is
believed to exist.

We arc aware that the foregoing is mainly nega-
tive, but it is necessary in order to lead to the
positive, to which we now proceed.

We have said that the New Testament has within
it a revelation, precise, definite, and full, as to
God’s mind for this dispensation, and that iu that
revelation there is an answer to all the questions
of What? Who? and How? in all matters of the
Churel’s constitution and vocation. What is that
revelation? The answer is that it is not a system,
as such, but a Person. That which in the New
Testament is secondary, and a consequence, has
now been made primary. That is, the results have
been made the first and governing things, whilst
that which comes before them as the cause is over-
looked. If we will look again, we shall see that
anything that came into being under the Holy
Spirit’s first activity was the resnlt of a seeing of
Christ. By that we mean what the Apostle meant,
when he recorded the substance of his prayer for
believers: “ that the Ged of our Lord Jesus Christ
. . . may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of him ; the eyes of
your heart being enlightened, that ye may know
...”, etc. It is a seeing of the immense significance
-of Jesus in the eternal and universal order.

- With the Apostles that seeing was subsequent
to the days of physical association. During the
forty days after His resurrection it was like the
dawning of a new day. First, those intimations, as
‘when the uncertain light just passes over the
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heavens. Then more steady and certain rays, lead-
ing to the Day of Pentecost, when the sun appearcd
in full gloty over the horizon, dispelling the last
shadow of uncertainty. On that day they saw Him
as by an opened heaven, The mystery of the past
was dispelted. The Bible lay open like a new book.
They saw Him in the light of eternity. They began
to see that, while He was the glorified, personal,
Son of God, He was Himself the embodiment of a
great, a vast heavenly and spiritual order and
system, This seeing was absolutely revolutionary.
It was a crisis out of which a new world and a new
creation was born. True to this fundamental prin-
ciple, all that vast revelation, which has come down
the centuries froth and through the Apostle Paul,
took its rise from that crisis described by him as :
“ Tt pleased God . . . to reveal his Son in me ” (Gal.
i. 16). *I received it . . . by revelation of Jesus
Christ” (vs. 12). All the implicates were in the
crisis ; the full content was a progressive and ever-
growing revelation,

While there was some initial testimony, the
Apostles did not formulate in conference an enter-
prise, a4 mission, with all the related arrangements
and organization. The new life forced off the old
leaves and dressed the new organism with a new
vestdre from within. The might, energy and urge
of the Holy Spirit within produced a Way and an
order, un-thought-of, unintended by them, and
always to their own sinprise. What was happening
was really that Christ was taking form within them,
individually and corporately, by new birth and
growth, The believers and the companies were be-
coming an expression of Christ. Here we come
upon the essential nature of the Christian life and
the CHurch.

What, in the thought of God, do Christians
exist for? What does the Church exist for? What
do local chureches exist for? There is only one
answer. The existence and the function is to be an
expression of Christ. There is nothing less and
nothing more than that. Christ is the Alpha: and
the Omega, the beginning and the end, and all
between! Let that be the starting-point; let that
be the governing rule and reality in all matters of
life and work, and see at once the nature and voca-
tion of the Church. This vast, incomprehensible
heavenly system, of which Christ is the personal
embodiment, touches every detail of life, person-
ally and coliectively. But remember, cnly the Holy
Spirit sees and knows how it is so; hence, as at
the beginning, there has to be an utter submission
to and direction by the Lordship of the Holy Spirit.
What the blood-stream is to the human body, the
Divine life is to and in ‘ the Church which is His
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embraces between its two poles almost every con-
ceivable complexion and inconsistency. At one
pole it has the complexion of a liberalism which
denies every fundamental truth—as to the person
of Christ, the authority and trustworthiness of the
Scriptures, the atommg work of the Cross, the
bodily resurrection of Christ, and so on. But all
this is included in the title  Christianity °. At the
other pole we have hard, cruel, bigoted legalism,
which can resort to physical force and the use of
lethal weapons for its defence or propagation. We
know of instances of actual physical fights between
leaders of what would be called * evangelical * (or
‘ Fundamentalist ) bodies. This also is included
within the term *‘Christianity’. Between the two ex-
tremes there are many things which bear a charac-
ter that is the most violent contradiction of Christ.
No, the Church is not co-extensive with that con-
fusion and Babel of tongues. Anything that refers
to the Church in the New Testament shows it to be
quite different from what—in general—is called
Christianity. * Christian 7, originally, just meant
*Christ one’. It is a master stroke of the great
maligner and discrediter of Christ, on the one hand
to have put that title upon so much that really will
not bear it, and on the other hand to have confused
the Church with it. so that the word “ Church”
can apply to almost anything ; a building, an insti-
tution, a denomination, etc. The Church is holy,
sacred, undivided, heavenly, and all of God. Not
merely ceremonially sacred, but intrinsically so.

The second thing, by way of distinction, is that
there is a—

Difference between being in the Church and under-
standing what thar means.

It is not an essential difference, but one that can
resylt either from an imperfect apprehension of
Christ or from an inadequate instruction. The bulk
of the New Testament is concerned with bridging
this gap. That is, it is occupied with making
believers understand what they have come into
through faith in Jesus Christ. This knowledge is
shown to be of very greatr and vital inportance.
Whatever may be the cheap and frivolous teaching
of many, that the only necessity is to be ‘ saved’,
and everything is all right—a teaching which
accounts for no small measure of the present
deplorable condition in Christianity-—the Apostles
most positively did nor take that view, They
‘laboured night and day’ that believers should
know what they had come into. All the eternal
counsels concerning Christ and God’s eternal pur-
pose as to Him are bound up with the Church.
There are very many and very great values in a
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true Church life, that is, a true Body relatedness,
and there can only be very great loss in not know-
ing or apprehending this.

That which is called  Christianity > is not im-
pregnable ; the Church is! “Christianity ', so called,
18 not eternal ; the Church is! ¢ Christianity ’ is
going to be shaken to its collapse. The Church will
not be prevailed against by the very gates of Hades.
Someone who speaks with knowledge and authority
has recently written: °Tt takes no particular pro-
phetic gift with a fair degree of accuracy to see
what the outcome will be. From some direction
harsh reality will strike swift and hard and the
millions who have taken refuge under the glass
roof of popular Christianity will find themselves
without a cover: then, bitter and distllusioned,
they will turn in fury against the gospel, the
Church and every form of religion. Cynicism,
materialism and unbelief will blanket the world
again as it did after World War 1" Those are hard
words, but they are only another way of saying
what is prophesied in Hebrews xii. 26, 27.

The Apostle Paul had given much time to Asia,
and had ‘not shrunk from declaring the whole
counsel of God’ there (Acts xx. 27), Nevertheless
afterward he placed on record the substance of his
fervent prayer for those saints: and that prayer
concerned that into which they were called in
Christ, the context showing that the Church is the
very complement--* fulness "—of Christ, without
which He is by no means fulfilled. Although there
have been, and are, distinguished Bible teachers
who hold ihat not all born again believers are in
the Body of Christ, it is not necessary to hold that
view to see that the New Testament not only
teaches, but thunders, that it is imperative that all
born again believers should come to “ full know-
ledge , and that relates to Christ and His Church.
There is nothing in all the realm of Divine revela-
tion that has suffered such furious and many-sided
antagonism from the forces of evil as the know-
ledge of the true nature of the Church. This Paul
has clearly indicated at the end of that immense
document on this subject—° The Letter to the
Ephesians ’. Nothing has suffered so much con-
fusion and misapprehension. This is itself signifi-
cant, and indicates how important il is, and how
necessary it is, to have a right and true understand-
ing. It would be well-nigh impossible to describe
what a tremendous impact would be made upon
this world and the kingdom of darkness by a true
realisation and expression of the Church, It would
be no less an impact than that of the very throne
of Christ, as exalted “far above all”. There is
also made clear that to believers who have their
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life on a corporate basis there are many and real
values, as contrasted with the weakness, poverty,
and perils of mere individualism.

In New Testament times all hell rose up to pre-
vent the local churches from coming into being.
The significance of the presence of the Apostles
in any city was fully recognised by the evii forces.
and they—the Aposties—had either to be driven
out or killed. The very existence of a local church
was 4 testimony 1o, and an embodiment of, Christ’s
victory and authority over the evil powers. When
the Church was born out of such travail, its spirit-
val life must by any means be shortened. Like

- __ ____

Moses at the hands of Pharaoh, and Jesus at the
hands of Herod, the babe must be slain. Someons
or some few will have to travail initially (and may-
be, as with Paul, “again ) for churches which are
a frue representation or embodiment of Christ.
The significance of Christ in any place is too great
to go unchallenged, and no form of opposition
will be left unused in order to prevent or to
discredit.

To be able to go on * happily * and tranquilly in
worldly favour is no testimony to spiritual signifi-
cance. The contemplation of °New Testament
churches * must take these facts into account.

EDITOR

(to be continued)

——

‘THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE CHURCH, AND THE NATIONS

VIIL

WE have pointed out that the whole of the New
Testament is the spiritual and present-time
counterpart of the book of Joshua. Beginning
with the setting aside of one nation, and its loss
of the inheritance through unbelief, we are shown
the bringing into being, by resurrection out from
that nation, of a new people, 2 new nation, by
way of the Jordan—that is. the Cross—and the
absolute government of the Holy Spirit, as re-
presented by the “ man with his sword drawn in
his hand "—the * Captain of the host of the
Lord . The object of it all? The bringing of the
people of God into their full inheritance in Christ.
The New Testament is concerned with that in a
spiritual way. Those are but aspects of this one
great truth: that God, from eternity, has had in
mind an elect people, to bring into the fulness of
His Son, Jesus Christ.

Now we can find this first chapter of the book
of Joshua condensed into two or three verses in
the New Testament. Those verses are in the letter
to the Colossians, chapter ii, verses 1 to 3:

“I would have vou know . . ." Let us give due
emphasis to every part of this statement. 7
would have you know ™. It is easy to sec that this
is a dominant feature in the first chapter of the
book of Joshua—the leaving of people in no
doubt, in no uncertain position. “ I would have
you know how greatly 1 strive for you, and for
them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not
seen my face in the flesh ; that their hearts may be
comforted, they being knir together in love, and
unto all riches of the full assurance of understand-

POSSESSING THE INHERITANCE

ing, that they may know the mystery of God, even
Christ, in whom are dall the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge hidden.” -

ASSURANCE AND

Those three verses tell us what the beginning of
the book of Joshua is all about. The emphasis of
the Apostle is upon *standing fully assured’
(Col, iv. 12): having absolute assurance, certainty,
and confidence, as to that to which we are called
—both as to that which the Lord really wants,
and as to all that the Lord really wants—standing
fully assured about that. If, after reading that first
chapter of Joshua, you stand back and consider,
you have to say: ‘ There is no doubt about what
the Lord means there!’ You are left entirely with-
out any question. You are fully assured as to the
Lord’s mind on the matter, from His side.

*“ Unto all riches of the full assurance of under-
standing ”'. Understanding is a great factor in
assurance. If you have not understanding, you
have not got assurance. “ Understand what the
will of the Lord is ™ (Eph. v. 17). It is a tremen-
dous thing for assurance and confidence, really to
understand what the will of the Lord is. That is the
first, the primary thing, that we need to understand.

I trust that you are set wholly and strongly upon
that understanding—that it is no mere passive
interest with you. For, you see, when you begin
this book of Joshua, you find yourself in the
atmosphere of a tremendous energy ;- there is
nothing passive in this whole book. And the whole

UNDERSTANDING
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book is represented in this first chapter. Things
are positive, definite, strong: there is nothing
weak here ; it is all emphatic and imperative. That
is a necessary state of heart and mind for coming
into the full inheriiance. Make no mistake about
it—we do not drift into all God’s will. We come
there by a very definite concern to know what the
will of the Lord is.

I am not speaking of day-to-day affairs, either
privately or in business ; 1 amm not speaking about
knowing the will of God in this and that in the
make-up of life: 1 am speaking about that whole
will of God lying behind our beitig called by His
grace into fellowship with His Son (I Cor. i. 9).
When that is settled, everything else will fall into
line, will be given by God its meaning and value,
and all things will work together for good when
we are in line with His purpose (Rom. viii. 28). © 1
would have you- know, understand, what the will
of the Lord is.

CONFLICT

And then, as we have already seen, in rclation
to that full and entire will of God, there is a great
warfare, The atmosphere becornes charged with
conflict, as the book of Joshua shows. It is the
book of warfare all along. We therefore need to
be fully assured, and have clear understanding, as
to why it is that the enemy contests this thing so
bitterly. There is no doubt that he does; it is
perfectly clear, as we have said, that, immediately
you go beyond a certain point in the Christian
life, and seek to move on with God in the greater
fulnesses of His purpose, then you come into a
new realm of spiritual opposition and antagonism,
arising from every quarter, and coming along
every line and by every means. Why is that so? It
is most important that we should be filled with
understanding on that matter.

Well, you have only to read that letter to the
Colossians throughout, and its twin-letter to the
Ephesians, and you will soon discover why the
conflict. It is no less a conflict than that into which
the Lord Jesus, under the anointing and govern-
ment of the same Holy Spirit, was immediately
launched in the wilderness. It came out full and
clear at last. The enemy had been trying to get at
Him in different ways, but at last the whole thing
is dragged out—" the kingdoms of the world, and
the glory of them ” (Matt. iv. 8). Ah, it is out now :
now we know what it is all about! That is no
small issue. * The god of this age ™ (II Cor. iv. 4},
*the prince of this world” (John xii. 31, etc.),
“the prince of the power of the air ” (Eph. ii. 2),
the “ world ruler of this darkness’ (Eph. vi. 12)—
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all these titles of the adversary indicate that he has
a mighty kingdom and a mighty range of influence
that he must preserve at all costs. But he knows
that Christ and His Church are destined to oust
him from his kingdom, to take it from him, and
to supplant him in it for the ages of the ages.

To have °understanding’ on that is to bring
some assurance, some confidence, some strength.
We need to realise that no less an issue than that
lies behind the conflict, which so often focuses
down on fragmentary things—what seem to be
mere incidents ; but their object is the putting of
us out, instead of our putting him out. And so we
need “ full assurance of understanding ”. There is
nothing so weakening and destructive as the lack
of understanding. We must ask the Lord to open
our understanding.

(1} A VITAL UNION

Now, this understanding rests upon several
things. First of all, it rests upon a vital union with
the Lord Himself. Here is this constant reiteration
and re-emphasis: I am with you ”—" I am with
you ’—indicating the union between the Lord and
His people. That is the simple but fundamental
beginning of this whole matter of the will of God.
Until a real, a living union is established between
you and the Lord Himself, you do not understand
what the will of the Lord is for your life and in
your calling by His grace. Again, this union and
this oneness with the Lord Himself is basic to an
understanding of the whole conflict in which we
arc found. It is only when that union is established
that the conflict begins.

Now note this. While Jesus was the Divine Son
of God before birth, and at birth, and during the
thirty years of His life, there was something of a
special character that happened after His baptism
at the age of thirty. That something was that God
the Holy Ghost came in a particular way and
united Himself with the Son of Man. And then
the trouble began ; then the conflict started ; then
the enemy came out! It was to get in between
those two—the Father and the Son—in some way
that the enemy was making his assaults. I cannot
stay with the theology and the doctrine of that ;
but there is no doubt about it 1hat, all along, the
enemy’s object was 1o get between Christ and His
Father—to drive a wedge in there, to separate
them. That would be his great triumph. If he can
do that, he has captured all—the whole battle is
his. This union was essential to all the purpose of
God ; this union was essential, as it was basic, to
the whole triumph in the conflict,
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Do remember this. that what the enemy is after
is to get you away from the Lord—to make a
breach, create a gap, and then to widen it as fully
as he can, until you find that you are here, but the
Lord is there: the Lord is not with you here—
He is somewhere ¢ise. The enemy is always {rying
to do that, in a thousand ways ; because he knows
that, while you and the Lord are together and
continuing together, his hopes fade and vanish.
This assurance and understanding rests upon our
union with Christ, made and preserved.

(2) HAVING THE SPIRIT

That, of course, as I have indicated, means our
having the Spirit. A Christianity without the Holy
Spirit is something which very much gratifies and
serves the enemy. An umspiritual Christianity—
a Christianity which is not really the Christianity
of the Holy Ghost-—the enemy loves that, and he
will sponsor that ; he will seek to build that up.
And he has a great deal of success. Many who bear
the name of *Christian” might well be challenged,
as Paul challenged those at Ephesus at the begin-
ning: ‘ When you believed, did you receive the
Holy Spirit?’ (Acts xix. 2). Having the Holy Spirit
is the basis of understanding what the will of God
is, of understanding the whole purpose of our
salvation, and of understanding all the wiles of
the devil and tite fury of the oppressor.

(3) WALKING IN THE SPIRIT

But that is not enough. This * full assurance of
understanding ”, because it is a progressive thing
and not attained all at once, can only become ours
as we walk in the Spirit. Although the day of the
Spirit had not yet cohne, it is what the Lord Jesus
meant when He said so much about ‘ abiding * :
“ Abide in me, and Tin you . . .” “ If ye abide in
me .. .” (John xv. 1 - 10). That is explained later,
in the epistles, as being the life of © walking in the
Spirit” and by the Spirit’ (Rom. viii; Gal. v.
16 -25; etc). Our growing understanding, and
therefore our growing assurance, depends upon
our abiding in, and walking in and by, the Spirit.
This is all implicit in the book of Joshua,

(4}

And then, one other thing. It rests upon the
knowing of ‘ the power of His resurrection’ (Phil.
iii. 10). What a large place the power of resurrec-

tion has in this whole book of Joshua. This people
was a ‘resurrection’ people. They stood, in the

THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION
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first place, over against the generation that died
in the wilderness. They lived while that died ; they
went through Jordan, the figure of death, and
came out of death triumphant on the other side.
And there is more than that in this book. But they
came into the comstant experience of the power of
His resurrection.

We icarn much, you know, along that line ; we
come to a great deal of understanding and a great
deal of assurance in that way. In this batfle with
death, and in our being allowed, from time to
lime, to go into, if not in our being taken mto,
experiences where the circumstances seem more
powerful than the life of God in us—where we are
reaily having an experience of death, where the
sentence of death seems to have been passed, and
we, like Paul, despair even of life {II Cor. i. 8 - 10)
—it 18 there that we learn, as Paul did, something
about the power of His resurrection. We are thus
brought to a greater measure of the full assurance
of understanding ; and by this undegstanding we
are made strong.

Yes, there is something to learn in those death
experiences, We need, when we are in them, to
be more ‘ on the spot’ (if I may put it like that),
and to say: ‘ There is something in this experience
of death that T must wring out of it—something
that is going to be, as it were, ‘ stock in trade’ or
‘ ammunition ’ against the enemy. I am going to
learn something. I am coming out of this, by the
power of His resurrection, and it is going to count
in the matter of the inheritance.” The enemy would
overwhelm us in those deep hours—carry the
whole thing too far, and swamp us. Blessed be
God, the Spirit is with us, and He brings us into
a thousand resurrections.

This is the fourfold basis of the “ full assurance
of understanding , and the Apostle calls that the
“ riches . We are wringing them out of the Land ;
we are digging them out of these mines, out of
these hills, of the Heavenly couatry. “ In whom
are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
hidden ”, That is a great phrase, is it not? Re-
member the word to the people: * A land whose
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest
dig brass” (Deut. viii. 9b). There were hidden
resources, but they have got to be dug out, and it
is real spade-work to get hold of the values of a
deep and dark place in spiritual experience.

TAKING STOCK

Now, that sounds all very good and right and
mspiring. But you will notice in Joshua chapier
iii, something took place which is very often over-
looked.
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deal, after this, of consolidating everything. That
is the point. We must not stop until all that God
intended has been entered into. The tragedy, of
course, of these people was that they stopped too
soon. For that very reason we have the story re-
lated in the book of Judges-—the most tragic book
of the Bible.

The Letter to the Hebrews is one strong argu-
ment against stopping too soon. * Having laid the
foundation, let us not go over it again, but let us
go on—let us go on’ (Heb. vi_ 1, 2). * Let us fear
lest, a promise being left to us of entering into His
rest, any one of us should be deemed to have come
short ” (iv. 1). That is the great burden and object
of that letter, is it not?—to go right on! There are
two sides to that.

There is, of course, the imperative. In Joshua i
you have the imperatives: * Arise, go over ., .”
We must, because the Lord wills it and calls us to
it. Then there is the perfect: “To you have 1
given it "-—*1 have . . . it is yours.” And there is
the expressed purpose: “ Ye are to . . . go in to
possess 7. It must be. But if that “ must’ should
sound hard, should seem to put an onus and a
burden and a strain upon the Christian life, re-
member—when God says it must be, He means it
can be. God’s commandments are God’s enablings.
If He says: °‘Thou shalt’, He means: ‘Thou
canst *. And because it must be, and it can be, then
it should be. Those are the two sides—~the impera-
tive. and God’s provision for all that He wills.
What He requires, He makes possible, He pro-
vides for ; indeed He commits Himself to it.

GOD’S COMMANDS ARE HIS ENABLINGS

It is a wonderful thing how—difficult, hard,
painful and costly as may be this way of the fullest
purpose of God, and all the conflict which is
bound up and associated with it—it is just marvel-
lous how we do survive, and more than survive. If

there is any realm in which the miracle of His
sovereign grace and His sovercign power is mani-
fested, it is in this realm of the fuller purposes of
God. A life in such a realm is a life of the * won-
derful works of God’. Perhaps that is why He
allows il to be such a contssted and difficult way,
that He might show His wonderful works. That is
how we must read the Word of Ged ; that is how
we must read Abraham and Paul and others: as
men whose lives throughout were subjected to the
most terrible testings and tryings, sufferings and
adversities, sorrows and disappointments, in one
realm, and yet who, at last, triumphed so wonder-
fully ; and we have the record of their marvellous
triumph,

You cannot read that eleventh chapter of the
letter to the Hebrews without marvelling every
time. I say to myself: ° I could not do it’—and we
all know that we could not do it. Listen! “ These
all died in faith, not having received the promises
{v. 13). What :are you going to do about that?
They died without receiving the promises! One
after another died without receiving the promises,
And yet it says: ‘ They died in faith’. They did
not die saying: *“God promised and He has not
fulfilled ; God is not faithful to His promise. 1
give it all up: T cannot believe God any longer
“ These all died in faith, not having received .

“in faith, not having received . | say, I
could not do that. But God canﬁthe grace of God
can. And it is a long list that we have here,

And so, what God calls to, He enables for. It
can be, because, from God’s standpoint, it must
be. 1 trust that you have seen something of the
clearly defined lines of God’s will and God’s pur-
pose for us, in having called us into fellowship
with His Son. You can see what it involves us in,
but you can see that God has committed Himself
to that. When we are on this line, He will say: 1
am with thee whithersoever thou goest.‘T s

. A-S.

(to be concluded)

CHALLENGE TO UNBELIEF

“ Be ye free from the love of money ; content with
such things as ye have : for himself hath said, 1
will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise
forsake thee. So that with good courage we say.
The Lord is my helper ; I will not fear : what shall
man do unto me?"” (Hebrews xiii. 5, 6).

FOR most purposes we can understand well
enough what the Word of God says without know-
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ing the original language. In this case, however,
added power is given to the message if we realise
that as it is written the phrase contains no fewer
than five negatives. It is as though the Lord had
said, No! No! No again! No! and then one more
No! Well may we ask the reason for this emphatic
language. Evidently the Lord feels strongly over
this matter. The suggestion that, after ali, He
might fail His own, or forsake them, is one which
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strikes at the very heart of His good Name. Even
He could hardly speak more emphatically than He
does in this fivefold denial of such a possibiiity.

Satan has one temptation which served him well
at the beginning, so he uses it again and again.
Trne, he keeps up-to-date in the mauner in which
it is presented, but still the essential snare is the
same. It is the temptation to unbelief. it comes as
a question—as a suggestion that it may be danger-
ous to commit oneself wholly to the Lord; as a
suspicion that, if you do rest everything on Him,
you may after all be let down.

How can we answer the tempter? Certainly not
by argument. Long ago King Hezekiah showed
great wisdom when he forbade the besieged Jews
to reason with their Assyrian attackers. *“ But they
held their peace, and answered him not a word :
for the king’s commandment was, saying, Answer
him not ” (Isaiah xxxvi. 21). It is always unwise to
parley with the tempter ; he is a far better debater
than we are. Hezekiah took the threat back to the
Lord in prayer and got the answer from Him.
Faced with a similar pressure to capitulate to un-
belief, we, too, shall find that our wisdom consists
in letting the Lord give the answer. Surely that is
the purpose of this verse, This is the answer! He
Himself has declared. No! Never! No! Never!
Never! Nothing less than such an assurance can
get us through (o God’s end in our salvation.

HE COULD NOT CARE MORE

Does the Lord really care about us? The truth
is that He could not care more. There is an un-
wholesome phrase in popular use to-day about
those who ‘could not care less’. No Christian
should feel like that about anything. But if this
unworthy expression represents one extreme, how
glorious is the alternative—He could not care
more! That is what the Letter to the Hebrews is
about. It assures us that for the humblest believer
the Lord’s love and concern are as great as they
could possibly be.

Hebrews opens with the words which describe
the position, possessions and personal standing of
the Lord Jesus as God’s Son, Heir of all things.
It suggests that He was not content with all this
personal glory. He was not satisfied. He did not sit
down, even though He had so much. It was only
“when he bad made purification of sins™ that
He sat down (i. 3). Is this not wonderful? Tt was
not enough that He was the great Son ; He could
not rest until He had made us sons also. It was
not enough for Him to be “ appointed heir of all
things *; He would not sit down until He had
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finished the work to make us co-heirs with Him
in glory. His great creation activities had been
crowned with success. To this day men are con-
stantly discovering new wonders in the physical
creation ; there seems to be no end to the perfec-
tion of the infinitely vast and the infinitesirhally
small works of God. Jesus Christ made them all.
It is * by the word of his power™ that they all
function. Yet this could not give Him the rest of
heart which He sought. It was not until He had
rescued fallen man from his lost condition by
making purification for his sins tnat at last, at long
last, He felt justified in ceasing from His works.
He sat down. So He has proved to us how much-
He cares.

Think, too, of the qualifications which He
obtained to be our Helper, our Saviour, and what
a great price He paid for them. “ Wherefore it
behoved him in all things to be made like unto his
brethren . . .7 (ii. 17). * One that hath been in all
points tempted like as we are . . . (iv. 15). In af!
things, and in all points. How dare we wonder,
even for a moment, if He really cares? If you are
a sick person, and the doctor can relieve and cure
your condifion, you can be truly thankful that he
took the trouble, as a medical stygdent, to go
through ail the drudgery and hard work of the
long years of preparation in order to qualify to
help you in this way. Suppose, though, that it were
necessary for him to qualify by actually experienc-
ing all the painful sufferings of your illness ; sup-
pose that to know all about your troubles he first
had to pass through them Inmself—then how
much greater would be your gratitude. It is this
which is said about the Lord Jesus. He qualified as
our Helper by undergoing all that we can evet
suffer. This is love indeed. He could not care for
us more than He does.

HE COULD NOT DO MORE

In this fivefold emphasis, the Lord Himself
asserts that He could not have done and could not
do more for us than He has already done. This is
the epistle which is often distorted by the Accuser
to cause the distressed and the melancholy to des-
pair. Yet this same book is the one which insists

:more than any other that Christ has already done

everything necessary for our perfect salvation—
*salvation to the uttermost’® (vii. 25)—and that
even God can do no more, Is there anything lack-
ing in His faithfulness? He Himself answers that
question with five thunderous denials.

This work of redemption is so wonderful that it
has left the Father perfectly satisfied. He it was
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ground. The massive weight of the traditional, the
official and the popular threatened to crush them
if they did not conform. Unbelief was their greatest
peril, as it is ours—unbelief caused by the fear of
man, What could they do? What can we do?

Quietly and with dignity go straight forward to
the Lord’s goal, in utter faith, recalling the Lord’s
pledged word that He cannot and will not fail us,
nor forsake us.

H.F.

THE ARM OF THE LORD
V. BUILDING UPON GOD’S FOUNDATION

WE have seen that, with chapter liv of Isaidh’s
prophecies, there commences a movement of God
toward recovery and rebuilding. The Cross has
cleared the way for this new prospect. From chap-
ter liv onwards, a number of bright, hopeful notes
are struck. For instance, at the beginning of chap-
fer Ix:

“ Arise, shine ; for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.”

The way having been opened. the ground
cleared, and the foundation laid by the Cross, the
Lord is facing the whole matter of the recovery,
restoration, and rebuilding of His people. There is
a new prospect, a new hope, a new message of
encouragement. But, with it, a new note is struck.
In these later chapters of Isaiah, there are both
lights and shades in this new prospect. The sun
shines: “ Thy light is come . . . the glory of the
Lord is risen "—1it is like the sun rising on an early
summer day ; and then it is as if a heavy cloud
comes over the face of the sun. It may be only
passing over, it may be only temporary, but you
wonder whether the whole prospect is going to
change ; whether the bright uime is passing, if that
1s the end.

It is just like that in these later chapters of
Isaiah. The sun—the glory of the Lord—has risen:
there is a bright prospect ; but then, here and there,
you come on darker things, such as chapter lviii,
beginning :

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a
trumpet, and declare unmto wmy people their trans-
yression . ..”

From time to time there are these dark clouds,
that seem to pass over the face of the sun, even in
the presence of this new prospect ; and they bring
to the heart a feeling of uncertainty. Is this ‘radiant
morn ’ too soon 1o pass away? We are conscious of
mixed feelings: we do not yet feel assured that all
is going to follow through on this new prospect, to
work out according to the seeming promise.

From the Lord’s side, of course, there is no
question: the Lord has for Himself His new
ground, and He shows Himself as One who means

to be positive. He is not of two minds ; there is no
shadow cast by His turning or changing. Every-
thing from the Lord’s side shows Him to be One
who is out for something—really after a new day,
a new situation, Yes: for His part, the Lord is
positive.

A CHECK ON THE ARM OF THE LORD

But it would seem that He is having to go care-
fully. He wants to go tight out, to have no reserves,
but ... but... there seems to be something that is
stiil holding His Arm in check ; He just cannot go
right ahead, as He indicates He would do. The old
ground has suffered a fiery purging in the Cross;
all that stubble, all that tangle and network of
thorns and briars, has been dealt with by the fires.
He has come in and got His foundation: but . . .
there seems still to be a question. You cannot read
through these chapters without feeling: ° We are
not through this business yet ; we are not right out
on the other side ; we are not sure how it is going
to work out yet.” The Lord is pretty sure ; the Lord
is encouraging ; the Lord is saying that, as for
Himself, He 1s not holding back for any reason
from His side ; but there is something that He is
encountering.

Let me put it like this. The ground has been
cleared, and the foundation has been laid ; but now
comes the question : What is going to be built upon
that foundation? And that is just where the un-
certainty comes in, not as to the foundation, for
that is settled in the Cross—but as to the super-
structure : what is going to be imposed apon the
foundation? The Lord is not sure what His people
are going to put upon His foundation.

So far as the Old Testament is concerned, the
more immediate answer to the question as to the
new building on that new ground is found in what
we call the post-exilic prophets, the prophets after
the Exile—Zechariah, Haggai and Malachi, We
see there what the people would put upon the
foundation ; the new building, ‘of what sort it
was ’. But if you should raise the objection, again,
that that is * Old Testament’, let me remind you

134



Austin-Sparks.Net - AWAT Volume 36 - Searchable

that I said in the previous chapter that the counter-
part of this can be found in the New Testament, in
our very own dispensation. We saw that Isaiah liii
finds its parallel in the letter to the Romans, where
the Cross encounters all the rubbish and evil and
tangle, deals with it in fiery judgment, and clears
the ground for a new prospect. That new prospect
is brought into view in chapter viii of Romans ;
God has now got His foundation. But what is the
counterpart of these later chapters of Isatah?

RIGHT AND WRONG BUILDING
ILLUSTRATED IN I CORINTHIANS

The counterpart—so patent as you look at it—is
in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. Writing of
his first arrival in Corinth, the Apostle said :
“ When 1 came unto you . ., I determined ”—the
language is: ‘ I deliberately made up my mind —
“not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified ™ (I Cor. ii. 1, 2). The
foundation has been laid: “ As a wise master-
builder I laid a foundation * (iii. 10), and the foun-
dation is Christ crucified. The Cross, as Paul so
clearly sets forih in his letter to the Romans, has
provided the foundation ; and that foundation has
been laid in Corinth. But as you read on in this
verse (iii. 10). your heart almost stands still. You
hear Paul saying: “1 laid a foundation; and
another buildeth thereon.” He shows that it is pos-
sible to build on this, either * wood, hay, stubble ™,
or “gold, silver, costly stones ”; and that every
man’s work is going to be tried by fire, to discover
what sort it is. If any man’s work is burnt up—
what happens? Well, “ he himself shall be saved
—he will just get in—" yet so as through fire ™ ; he
will have lost everything.

So there comes this very big question: What are
you going to put upon that foundation? what are
you going to superimpose upoen that ground of the
Cross? Are you going to bring back things that are
absolutely coniradictory to the Cross? If so, you
see what happens.

Now in this first letter to the Corinthians there is
much about building, in many connections. It is
perhaps a little unfortunate that, in a number of
passages in the New Testament, and consistently
throughout the letters to the Corinthians, the
original words for ‘build’ and ° building’ have
been rendered ‘ edify * and © edification *—although
the Revised Version often gives * build ’ or ¢ build
up’ in the margin, and the compound verb, * baild
upon ’, is usually—for example in I Corinthians iii.
10 ~ 15—translated thus. But during the 300 years
since our Authorised Version was made. the word
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*edify * has lost some of its force, and present-day
usage might tend to give us the idea of the acquisi-
tion of head-knowledge, which of course is not
Paul’s meaning at all. The root meaning of the
word survives in our word ‘ edifice’, and Paul is
all the time talking about spiritual building—the
building up of true spiritual character.

I would suggest to you that you shouid follow
through the nine occasions in this first letter where
the words “ edify ’ or ‘edification’ are used. The
whole matter of spiritual gifts, for instance, is
summed up in that one word—Do they build up?
If they do not, they are of no value in the purpose
of God ; they can be ruled out ; they have missed
their point—for even Divine gifts can miss the
point or be side-lracked ; we shall have to touch on
that again. It is the spiritually constructive side of
things which receives snch emphasis in this first
letter to the Corinthians. The foundation—Christ
crucified—is laid. Now for the building!

WHAT GOD WILL NOT ALLOW
ON HIS FOUNDATION

And, when you come to the building, a real
battle starts up. The question is: What is God go-
ing to aliow to he put on His fonndation? For
right through this letter we find a long series of
* No’s —things to which God says: ‘ No, not that
on My foundation, please; I have no place for that.
You may spend your whole life on that, but it will
all go up in smoke. It is not suitable to My founda-
}ion : 1t is not according to the Cross of the Lord

esus.’

Now, it would take a long time Lo consider all
the things in this letter to which God says: * No’.
We will just touch on two or three, as representa-
tive of much more. As we read the letter, with this
in mind—Will God allow anything like that to be
put on His foundation?—and as we see the answer,
surely our reaction must be: Very well, let us have
the Cross deal with that immediately. We don’t
want that to be held over until it is too late, and we
just scramble into Heaven, without anything that
we can take with us of a life-work—for that is the
issue. We don’t want to postpone or refuse the
operation of the Cross until it is too late to save
our life-work, to save the fruit of all our energies.

(1) CARNALITY

We begin with chapter iii. “ And I, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unio spiritual, but as
unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ. I fed you with
milk, not with meat ; for ye were not yet able to
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had never opened the Bible, but at least he had
kept his promise to carry it round wherever he
went. Was it really only five years since he had
made that promise? To Albert it seemed a life-
time. He had drifted about from one place to
another, sometimes working, more often idling ;
had borrowed money and never paid it back, and
had come down and down in the world. Now he
was in great want. He was lcarning, as the Prodigal
Son had learned, that the world of pleasure and
sin is a far from happy place. And like the Pro-
digal, too, he had lately been thinking more of his
father and of his fatner’s house,

Truly he was at his wits” end, He had seld most
of his possessions, including the wallet which was
his father’s last gift. He wondered whether the
Bible might be worth something, whether perhaps
he could at least c¢xchange it for some food.
Moodily he took it out of his bag, and began to
unwrap the paper and open the cardboard box in
which the book lay. There was nothing written on
the box. He opened the cover of the book, expect-
ing to see some writing inside ; but no, his father
had not written anything at all. It seemed, though,
that there was a piece of paper in between the
leaves of the Bible, so he shook it out. Imagine his
surprise to find that the ° piece of paper” was a
banknote for £50!

Mr. Black had put the note in between the pages
of the Bible, rightly gnessing that Albert would
probably never open the book so long ag things
went well for him. It was only when he was in real
trouble that he looked in his Bible. Already
humbled by his failure, this reminder of the
thoughtfulness and love of his patient father broke
his hard and wilful heart. For the first time since
arriving out there, five years ago, he wrote home,
not knowing how his father would receive the
letter, or even if he was still alive, But Mr. Black
was alive all right, and as full of love as ever ; and
so before many weeks were past, Albert was on
his way back to England and home.

NOVEMBER — DECEMBER, 1958

At the very first opportunity, he confessed to
his parents how badly he had behaved, and told
them how sorry he was, and asked their forgive-
ness. As he spoke of his poverty and hunger, he
remarked how strange it was that he should have
been carrying around that little package, thinking
that it was of no value, when all the time inside it
there was more than enough money to meet his
needs. ‘ To think that I had riches in that Bible all
the time, and I never opened it!’

He was speaking, of course, of the banknote.
But Mr. Black reminded him that there are riches
far greater than money can buy, the riches of God’s
pardon and love. These, too, could have been
found in that Book. All those who have a Bible,
really have a storehouse of spiritual wealth, for
the Scriptures are given to tell us of the Lord
Iesus, and to lead us to know Him as Saviour.

By this time Albert was ready to listen to his
father, and to pay attention, as he had never done
before, to whit he had to say about trusting Christ
as his own Saviour. He finished 1p on his knees,
confessing his sins to the Lord and asking for
Heaven’s pardon as well as the pardon of his
parents. Of course he received both,

Ever afterwards, one of his favourite verses
was: “ In whom we bave our redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, accord-
ing to the riches of his grace ” (Ephesians 1, 7). He
remembered how ‘he had carried £50 about with
him, thinking all the time that he was poor:
how that his father’s gift was lying in that Book,
just waiting to be claimed and used. It reminded
him, also, that the unopened Bible had kept
him from enjoying the far greater riches of God’s
love. :

We may not find a banknote in our Bibles, bu
we can find what is far better—the Saviour, who
is “rich in mercy ”, and the great gift of God’s
love, which is free to all who will receive the
“riches of his grace ™. :
H.F.

LOVEST THOU ME?

Reading : John xxi.

WHAT a full chapter this is! We need now to
read the Letters of Peter, for I believe that they
are the best commentary on this strange but very
instructive chapter. .

The Lord was risen from the dead: His disciples
had seen Him ; they knew that death was over-
come ; and yet, in spite of that knowledge, here in
the lives of at least seven of ‘ the eleven ’ there was
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a hollow ; there was something missing. Peter him-
self was keenly conscious of it. Waiting times are
our most difficult times. And Peter, who would
ever be ‘doing ’, who was by nature restless, im-
petuous, could not endure such waiting. So he
makes his decisiom: “I am going fishing. It is
better than doing nothing. 1 am going back to my
fishing.” .

‘What a long night that must have been! .and
what opportunity it.must have afforded for ths
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return of memortes! 1 am sure that that is what
happened to Peter that night on his boat ; catching
nothing,

1 think we may assume that it was the same old
boat. Here Peter was, in his old boat on the Lake.
What niemories must have come back to him!
The memory, for instance, of another night, when
he was doing exactly the same thing. and just as
fruitlessly. How well he must have recalled the
Master’s words: * Put out into the deep, and let
down your nets for a draught ” (Luke v, 4), What
a revelation of the Lord that had been! He would
remember another night when they were * toiling in
rowing’ and getting nowhere (Matt. xiv. 24;
Mark vi, 48). The Lord had come to them, walking
upon the waves ; and he himself had been able to
step from the boat and walk upon the waters. This
memory must have come back to him. There was
yet another memory that must have come back to
Peter that night, the memory of his Lord asleep in
the boat, in the storm of all storms ; and then the
calm! (Matt. viii. 23 -27). What a difference the
presence of the Lord had made in all these inci-
dents. But such things were not happening now. It
was the same boal ; it was the same sea; he had
the same Lord: but those things were just not
happening. Why?

It is very evident that, even after the resurrection
with its lessons, there was something in the minds
of these disciples that had to be dealt with. Even
on the eve of Pentecost, they still had their own
ideas of the way things ought to be done. “ Lord,
dost thaa at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” (Acts i. 6). What a mistaken question !
But such was their mind, their horizon. And there
were other wrong ideas that had to be displaced.

“APART FROM ME YE CAN DO NOTHING”

Another memory-—a very vivid memory—that
must have come to Peter towards the close of that
long night, was a word that the Lord had uttered
only a few days before. On the way to Gethsemane,
speaking of the vine and its branches, He had
said: “ Apart from me ye can do nothing ” (John
xv. 5). And on the vessel that night, surely Peter
must have beent saying; ‘ How true it is—how true!
Oh, that the Lord would come! Without Himr we
can do nothing.” The truth that the Lord had stated
was being worked out that night; it was being
wrought into the very fibre of Peter’s being. The
Lord has said it to us, too, many times: * Apart
from me ye can do nothing ™ ; but how often He
has to bring us into circumstances where we not
only know the words, but learrt the lessore—* With-
out Me—nothing, nothing!’ However accom-

plished we may be in our own particular * fishing ’;
however experienced ; however successful we may
have been in the past, we have still repeatedly to
learn that, take the Lord away, and . . . Nothing !
Nothing !'!

But now the scene changes, The morning is
breaking and the Lord comes. How gracious.the
Lord is! Peter says that in his first letter (I Peter
ii. 3). From the lake side He calls to themt !
* Children, have ye aught to eat?” Then to their
dispirited ‘ No’ He replies: * Cast the net on the
right side of the boat, and ye shall find.”” They cast
on the right side of the boat, and again they take a
miraculous draught. Now the Lord is not doing
this merely to work a miracle. There is samething
behind this.

Again let me say: How gracious the Lord is!
He might very well have called His followers to the
side of the lake ; might well have singled out Peter,
and have said to him: ‘ Peter, what are you doing
here? I thought you had left these, Did I not call
you from all this? Why have you returned to it?’
But the Lord does not do that kind of thing ; we
do, but He does not. What He does is to press
home the lesson, not only that without Him we can
do nothing, but that if He is in anything it makes
all the difference. That is the iesson we must needs
learn. © You have toiled all night, and have caught
nothing ; now obey My voice, do what { command,
and the result will be, not nothing, but much.” Such
is the grace of the Lord. In his letter, Peter will
tell us that the Lord is like that—very gracious,
very long-suffering, very patiemt, very kind. The
Lord is like that,

Thus, with us, as with those early disciples, the
Lord will seize upon every opportunity to press
home, ever more decply, the lesson that He, and
only He, is indispensable.

Before we pass on, we need 10 recognise this
further point. The Lord was not setting His seal
on Peter’s going back to the old things. How easy
it is for us to imagine that: to say: ‘ The Lord has
blessed, the Lord has used ; here we are back in
the old boat ; it is all right, the Lord has blessed ;
we can go on with the old accepted things!” But
these disciples never went back to the boat again.
The lesson is, not that certain things, with the
Lord’s blessing upon them, are whai we need: but
that we need the Lord. The things may change ;
the forms may pass; but if the Lord abides,
nothing clse matters. That is surely the lesson to be
learnt here at the Jake side.

A further thought emerpes from the Lords
gracious handling of the lapse of His disciples. It
is that He does not insist upon mere rectitude. It
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all that T am saying needs balancing—I am not
denying fellowship. But if our individual lives are
lacking, our fellowship will break down. Our
failure in individual responsibility to the Lord can-
not be covered or remedied in the assembly. The
Lord says here to Peter: ‘Peter, your place in
My purpose can conly be safeguarded by your care-
ful walk with Me’ (see 1 Peter ii. 11 —iii. 11, and
particdlarly ii. 21). The Lord tells Peter what is to
be in his life later (John xxi. 18, 19). Peter was
quiet for a moment, for he knew what the Lord
was saying ; then, catching sight of John, the old
Peter came up again: * What shall this man do?’
Oh, how we are caught out like that! The Lord
says to you and to me: ‘I want you to do this or
thai’ ; we listen for a moment, and then we say :
* Yes, but what about So-and-so?’ The Lord said
to Peter: * Peter, that is nothing to do with you ;
My purpose for John is not My purpose for you.
In the grand, great purpose, it is the same, for 1
have the Cross for John as I have for you.”

He did not actually say this, of course, but
history gives us the sequel. John had to spend long

years in hard labour and confinement in the Isle
of Patmos for the testimony of Jesus; and, if
tradition is right, he alsa paid the utmost price
with his life. But what the Lord is saying to Peter
is: * Peter, if you will watch your own steps, you
will have as much as you can do! Watch your own
steps, never mind your brother. In the other sense,
tend the flock ; feed them ; care for them ; nurture
them. But do not watch your brother like that:
watch yourself!® It is the message of the Cross ;
bearing the Cross. Some of us have heard this for
years, but we still need it.

May we close upon what I feel is a more positive
note. Surely, in all these three aspects of the chap-
ter, it is the Lord that matters ; the Lord in our
lives, and the Lord in our service. May He come
in, individually and corporately, in a new tide,
sweeping our hearts with His love ; overturning
all that needs to be overturned, but coming in like
this. His coming draws near: would it not be
grand if the Lord came:in in a fresh tide of love
and life that carried us right through to His com-
ing? May it indeed be so! co

TAPE RECORDINGS

Following our enquiry some months ago, we had quite a large expression of interest, and as a result
we have been sending recorded ministry to various places. We are open to consider any requests in
this connection. Qur recordings are at 33” per second on spools not less than 5” in diameter.

When writing please indicate the maximum diameter of spool which your machine will take (i.e.

5”’ 5%’1’ 7!!)-
Address to: “ Recording ™ Dept.,

WTITNESS AND TESTIMONY PUBLISHERS,
13 Honor Oak Road, London, S.E. 23.

THE NEXT

SPECIAL GATHERINGS

at HONOR OAK

will be held, the Lord willing, on
SATURDAY, January 3, at 3. 30 & 6. 30 p.m.
LorD’s DAY, January 4, at 11 am., 3,30 & 6. 30 p.m.
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POSTAGE AND PACKING. For postage and packing please add the following to the total amount of the books ordered :

In the Uni
Single copies of booklets price 4d and under . .
Single copies of booklets price 6d 10 9d
Single copies of booklets price 1/- to 1/6
Otherwise:—
Orders totalling less than 5/- please add .
Orders totalling between 5/- and £2 please add
Orders totalling more than £2 please add

In U.S.A. and Canada.

ted Kingdom. Elsewhere (except U.S.A. & Canada)

2d 13d
4d 2d
6d 3d

4d in the shilling
2d in the shilling
2/-in the £

2d in the shilling
1d in the shilling
1/- in the £

Single copies of booklets price $0.30 and under please add 2 cents. Otherwise please add 4 cents in the dollar.

Enquiries for literature should be addressed to THE EDITOR, A WITNESS AND & TESTIMONY, 13, Honor
Qak Road, Forest Hill, London, S.E23.

Literature may be obtained from: —In U.S.A--Almquist Christian Book Nook, 330, Division Street,
Northfield, Minnesota or Westmoreland Avenue Chapel, 1505, South Westmoreland Avenue, Los
Angeles 6, California.—In India—Dr. A. [. Kinnear, 6. Brunton Road, Bangalore 1, or from Evangel:-
cal Literature Service (Mr. Donald J. David), 158, Purasawatkam High Road, Madras 7.

THE GUEST HOUSE exists for the accommodation of those of the Lord’s people who desire to
come for the value of the spiritual ministry of the Centre.

It is available for this purpose throughout the year.

The limited amount of accommodation makes prolonged visits very difficult and such need to
have special consideration.

Those who are interested at any time should make application to Mr. or Mrs. A. G. TayLor,
13, Honor Oak Road, London, S.E.23. Telephone: FORest Hill 4609.




	Volume 36 no. 1

	Volume 36 No. 2

	Volume 36 No. 3

	Volume 36 No. 4

	Volume 36 No. 5

	Volume 36 No. 6




